
QUESTIONS. 

Charabari in the Serajganj Feeder Service. Waiting accommodation 
• » y so provided at Nahnbazar when it is open. The question of .pro- 

viding a waiting shed at Konabari ft now Ader consideration of the 
Joint Stumer Companies. • # 

(b) Through booking with milways is already in vogue in all stations 
• m this service except Konabari which is a Sircar station. 

(r) I am informed that there is no staging difficulty at Koyjjbari 
station where the hank being high, a ramp is eut in the hank for the con- 
venience of passengers. The Companies nre considering the question of 
Jfroviding better staging facilities at Xalinhazar (which is now closed) 
when it is reopened for passenger traffic. 

(dj I am informed that past experience and statistics do not warrant 
the running of duplicate steamers in the service during the Pujn holi- 
days as also on similar occasions. . 

(e) Considering the number of second class passengers booked in 

this serviy. n 0 increase or improvement in the second class accommoda- 
tion appears to In* justified. The Companies are considering increasing 
the inter-clpss male, and female accommodation by adding one extra 
bench to each. . 

1 am informed that it is not possible to provide latrine accotu* 
mod at ion for inter-class passengers on the upper deck. 

(f) ) I am informed that it is not possible to reduce the transit time 

which appears to be suitable for a majority of passengers who nms the 
service. # ‘ 


Babu NACENORA HATH SEN: Will the Hon’hle Minister he 
pleased to state with reference to answer (d >, w hat was the number 
of passengers during the last Pujah Jime in 1TI8 and what is the capa- 
city of the steamer which runs on that line? 

Th * Hon’ble*Mr. H. 8. 8U a HRAWARI?Y : I want notice 

kr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY : 5$HfT«U CYTWCfa fc*d— 

I ath informed <tt» «d| «tf OH Tt*$l aT*31 wt^CY ntft f* ? 


Tha Hon’bl* Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 

Companies. • 


Joint 


Steamer 


♦ 


Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY : TO*. f* mm 

C8C* tfttlWVa ntl* special traia CTOn fl 
pazamgtr Vftf ?, * . • 


cn 

ctn yfib. 


Th# Mr.Mf. 8. SUHRAWAROY: *That may be so. 



t 

« 

♦ ( 

i w « GOVERNMENT BIDL. [23*d May, 

f purchasing a land wilder thos'e conditions he is not doing it as a joke but 
"as aVmsiness proposition. This- will, I hope, prevent the 'mere purchase • 
of land' by persons and mere advances of loans to persons for thG pur- 
chase of land without any idea oPconstructing a house thereon : firstly, 
because it is confined to the municipal areas, and secondly because 
land is never purchased on such terms. Now it has beeip suggested 
, to me, /for instance, that we ought to prevent arable lands from 
■ .being purchased for the purpose of building a house thereon. But so 
far'd s the question of purchasing arable land and building a house thereon 
is concerned, it is well looked after by the Bengal Tenancy Act. V ith 
these words ! commend this amendment to the consideration of the 
House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think, the best course for me is to adjourn the 
House for half an hour so that the members might consider the amend- 
ment in the meantime. , 

•(The House was then adjourned for half an hour.) 


{After ad journvien 1 . ) 

Mr. SPEAKER: We will now resume • discussion .of Mr. 

Suhrawardy’ s amendment which has been circulated. 'Dr. Sanyal, are 
you going to move your amendment to it r* 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir. we are rather qt our wit's end 
and even some of us find difficulty in following Mr. Suhrawardy because 
of his quick somersault. We are at our wit's end when we find 
Mr. Suhrawardv coming with a revised draft and not prepared to move 
the original clause (10) (/) as he proposed to take up some time back. 
Jn this draft the Hon’ble l£r. Suhrawardy wants to give relief to building 
societies and to other organisations that function similarly. I move 
the following amendment tc this amendment that after the whole clause 
add the following words, viz., “and do not carry interest exceeding 9 per 
cent, per annum.’’ The idea is very clear. We have already explained 
that, so far as the functional division of loans are concerned, the Con- 
gress Party is prepared to examine particular classes of loans and to find 
out whether from the point of view of maximum social justice, it is 
desirabl* or no* to exclude such a loan from the operations of the Act. 
We think that the problems of housing of the poor and middle class 
members (>f the society are so acute that it would be helpful to exclude 
such loans as'would to help such housing, particularly when we find 
that the instalments proposed will be for ten years and more But, at 
the same time, we do not feel happy to find that the Government not only 
wants to exclude such, Joans from the operation of clauses for repayment 
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^Roy^, Rai Bahadur Kshirod Cbandrj. (Chittagong* Landholders.) . 
*Itoy, Mr. Maumatha #fath. [ Howrah* f General V] 
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Sadteruddin Ahmed, Mr. [Bakargaaj South (Muhammadan).] 
Safiruddin Ahmed, Haji. [Rangpur North (Muhammadan )?] 

Salim, Mr. S. A. fNarayanganj North (Muhammadan).] 

Sanaullah, Dr. [Chittagong North-East (Muhammadan).] 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinaksha. [Presidency Division Municipal (Gen§r*l).] 

a 

Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sekhar. [Murshidabad (General).] 

SJprker, Babu Madhusudan. [Bogra cum Pahna (General).] 

Sarker, the Hon’hle Mr. Nalini Ranjan. (Bengal National Chamber 
of Commerce.) 

Sassoon, Mr. R. M. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Sen, Babu Nagendra Nath. [Khulna (General).] 

Sen, Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra. [24-Parganaa South-East 
(General).] 

Serajul Islam, Mr. [Bongaon (Muhammadan).] 

Shahabuddfti, Mr. Khwaja, c.b.k. [J^rayanganj South (Muham- 
^ madan).] 

Shadiedali, Mr. JMatlabljazar (Muhammadan).] 

Shamsuddin*Ahmed, Mr. [Kusthiu (Muhammadan).] 

Shainsuddin Ahmed Khandkur, Mr. [Gopalganj (Muhnimmidaj/] 
Shamsul Huda, Maulanu. [Mymensingh SAith (Muhamiltadan).] 
Singha, Babu Kshetra Nath. [Rangpur (General).] 

S.nha, Sri jut MaiTindra Bhusan. [Bankura West (General).] 

Sirdar* Babu Litta Muula. [Bengal Dooars (Western) Tea Garden 
Labour.] # 

Smith*. Mr. II. Brabant. [Itajshahi Division (European).] 

Ste^n. Mr. J. V. R. (Daec^ (European!.] 

Suhrawardy, the tfon’ble Mr. II. S. (24-x'arganas Municipal 
(^uhammmku).] 

Suf, -Mr. Harendra Kumar. [Noakbali (Geueral).] 

T 

Tamixuddin Khan, the ifon’ble Mr. [Faridpur West (Muhammadan).] 
Tapuriah, Rai IJahadur Moongtu Lall. (Marwari Association.) • 
Thaku/, Mr. Proinatha Rai^an. [Faridpur fGeneral).] f 
ToM Ahmet! Chohdhury, Maulgi Haji. [Bhola South (Mufeam-* 
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Waliur ^hman. Maulvi. [Jessore East (Muhammadan). | 
talker, Mr. J. R. [Ilooghly cum Howrah (European),] t 
Walker, Mr. W. A. M. (Indian Jute if ills Association.) 

Warren, Mr. P. F. S. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

f i 

Whitehead, Mr. It. B. (Indian Mining Association.) 

Wordsworth, ^fr. W. C. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Y 

* 

* 

Yusuf Ali Choudhury, Mr. [Faridpur East (Muhammadan).] 
Yusuf Mirza. [24-Parganas Central (Muhammadan).] 

Z 

Zahur Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvi. [Malda North (Muhammadan 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. [Hooghly cum Seram pore (Registered Factori 
Labour.] 
t 
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Proceedings *of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
* under the provisions of the Government of India Aet, 1935. 

Thk Asskmwly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the 17th May, DM), at 4-4- r > p.rn. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the* Hon’ble Khan Bahudur M. A/JZUJ, Haque, C.I.B.) 
in the Chair, Hon’ble Ministers and members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to whjph oral answers were given) 

Communal troubles at Bhola. 

*438. Sj. NARENDRANATH DA8 GUPTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in*charge of the Home Department aware — 

, (i) that during the last Saras trati l } uja festival a Hindu procession 

was (Attracted at Bhola l*»fore an unused mosque; and 
(u) that the processionists liad secured licence for the same? 

(b) 4rj the Government also aware — 

* (i) that picketing of Hindu shops continued at Bhola and other 

places in the subdivision ; 9 

(it) that, even ttfe shopkeepers were forced to take hack their 
articles previously sold ; 

(iti) that at- Khatrahat, miscreants removed the image o( the 
goddess* Kalf from the pedestal an$ placed a cow’s bead 
before it; and • • 

* (to) that'at Kaliganj just at the proximity of the police-statiois tbs 

* bead ofjth# image of Kali was brokers? 
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(c) Are the Government aware of a feeling of terror that exists 

amongst the minority Hindu community of the subdivision in the maifter 
of their rights and properties? e . . * 

Cl * 

(d) If so, what measures have th© Government adopted cp* do they 

intend to adopt in the matter? c # 

s. 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (tha Hon ’bio 

Khwaja 8ir Nazimuddin): (a) A licensed procession which was play- 
ing music before a mosque in which prayers were in progress was asked 
to stop but after discussion proceeded. 

(6) (t) My information is that all that occurred was the picketing* 
for 2 or 3 days of some shops in Bhola by youths who urged Moslem® 
« to buy from Moslem shops. 

(it) I have no such information. 

(m) and (ir) It appears that information to this effect was lodged 
with the police. On investigation it proved impossible to trace the 
culprits and both cases ended in final reports. 

(c) The information at my disposal negatives the suggestion. 

(d) Does not arise. 

e * 

Pabu NAGENDRA NATH 8EN : Will the Hon bit Minister be 
pleas'd to state what was the hour of the da\ when this occurred — I 
mean music before the piosque? ** 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN : Will the Double .Minister be 
pleased to state if there was any order bv the Government to enquire into 
the incident ? t 

The Hoil’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As nothing happened no 
enquiry was necessary. 


Grants to trained gurus. 

•440. Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITh (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
^whether the Government have in recent years reduced the rate of the 
grant to the ( traiued gums? t 4 

%b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of restoring the old L rate? 
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MINISTER hi chart* of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hoft'M* Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ): (a) No; but the amount w*ioh 
thia qIjmk of offipfrs receive has decrealed owiifg to the gradual increase 
in their number. • * 

* ^ f 

( b ) %he situation is Wing cSnsidered by Government. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hoifble Minister*!* 
pleased to state the amount that this class of officers are receiving at the 
present time per head?' • 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As repaid* the iota] 
amount l will not at present he aide to say. but the position is that the 
sanctioned allotment under the head in the budget “Pay of trained and 
untrained teachers in aided primarv schools and maktabs” i* placed as 
r. fixed amount and the sanctioned rate of grant is now IN. (i per head 
per mensem. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister l* 
pleased to state what was the rate per head previously? 


The Hon’ We Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: \ want notice. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will Q.<> ihm'blr Mk^er l>e 

pleased to state whether in view of the fact that the number of teachers 
has increased owing to the increase in the number of schools and also 
owing to the increase in the demand for primary education. Government 
are considering that the salary of this class of officers should be restored 
to an economic level ? • 


I 


Thy Hon’ble Mfr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ:* I have already answered 
that the position is being rnnsiddtod by Government. 


* * Academic qualifications and pay of certain officers. 

• • 

*441. Maulvi MD.*MOZAMMEL HUQ: Will the Hon’ble Minuter 
in charge of tte Finance I^pp&rtmeDt be pleased to lay ou the table a 
statement showing the^ academic qualifications of and pay drawn by 

each of the following officers: — • 

* • 

(a) the Manager of the Bengal Veterinary College, Belgacbia; * 

(b) the Registrar, Home Department, who is at present officiating 

in the leave vacancy; 
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(c) the Registrar, Home Department, on leave; and 
'*( d ) the Manager or, officer Jn charge of the Industrial Museum 
t under the Director of Industries, Bengal, recently opened at 
21, Chittaranjan Avenue, Calcutta? 

r* 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hpn’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan 8arker): A statement .is laid on the table. 

Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. 441. 

(a) Rai Sahib Binode Behari Banerji, Manager of the Beugal 
Veterinary College, Belgachia, is a non-matriculate. His present pay 
is Its. 210. 

(b) Rai Sahib S. N. Ray who recently officiated as Registrar, Home 
Department, is a matriculate. While officiating he drew Rs. 580 per 
mensem. 

(c) Khan Sahib Aminul Haque, Registrar, Home Department, who 
was on leave and has recently rejoined, is a B.A. (Hons.) of the Aligarh 
University. He draws Rs. 600 per mensem. 

(d) No substantive appointment has yet been made to the jiost of the 
Officer in charge of the Industrial Museum. The duties of the post are 
now being {performed by Babu Anadi Mukerjee, the Marketing and' 

l Publicity Officer of the Industries Department, in addition to the duties 

of hi own post. Babu Anadi Mukerjee is an I. A. and draws Rs. 170. 
e 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: With reference to answer (/), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state on what consideration a non- 
Matriculute was appointed Manager on Rs. 210? 

Mr. SPEAKER * I am sorry that question does not arise. The 
Jion’hle the Finance Minister is not responsible for the appointment. 
You have to ask the Veterinary Department a separate question on this 
subject. 

Prayer or religious training in primary and secondary schoolf. 

*442. Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI: (u) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Kducation Department aware — 

(t) that in the primary and secondary schools even where the 
number of Muslim students on the rolls are small, religious 
training has been stopped to meet the objections of the 
guardians of Muslim students; and 
(it) that facilities are available to the Muslim students to* get 
religiousMraining in muttahs? v 
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{&) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what steps, if any, 
do tfee Government intend taking for tjie continuance of the practice of 
prayer and religious training for the Hindu students of the ^primary 
an<i secondary institutions? 

• 

. TIm Hon’Mt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (i) Tim statement in the 
question is not correct. 

(tt) Yes, but the new curriculum for primary schools which has 
co-ordinated th# curricula for primury schools and mtdcUUn r provides 
fof religious instruction for the children of all communities. 

*(h) Does not arise. 


Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI ! With reference to (a) 
(ii\, viz., the new curriculum for primun schools which has co-ordinated 
ihe curricula for primary schools and muktabs provides for religious 
instruction# for the children of all communities, will the Hon’lde 
Minister he pleused to say if any arrangement has been made for religious 
training in secondary* schools? 


The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There must he an omis- 
sion. I am sorr\ tor that,*and I will answer that luter. 

• * 


t 

Distriot Education Board, Tippera. 

•443. Maulvi JONAB ALI MAJUMDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of tin* Education Department he pleused to state 
whether the District Education Hoard #»f Tippera bus been formed? 

,(h> If so, who arc the members of that Hoard? 

(c| Is it a facf that there are disputes ‘afhiost everywhere and peti- 
tions Have been filed to the President of the District Education Board 
regarding the select iof of sites for the projxwod free primary schools in 
Tippera? • . 

it a tact that the inhabitants of Khilpura, Hrahmungaon and 
almost all the inhabitants of Itujapur, the tfiree villages consisting the 
group of the free priiflary school of the locality in the No. 2 Kalochi 
Union, police-station Hajiganj, Tippera, as well as the local members 
of the Thana Advisory Committee. objected to the selection of the idte 
at Rajapur and a j^titiom to that effect has been filed, duly stamjffed, 
to the President, District Education Hoard, TTippera, through tb« 
Subdi visional p{ficer f Chandpur? • 

(e) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is 
thif decision of tlu* District Education Board# in tne matter? 

* a 
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TtM Hon'bto Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(b) A list of the members is laid on the table. 
f (c) Preliminary suggestions for sites have been made fiy Thana 
Advisory Committees and these will be hid before the Board. ^A large 
number of objection petitions have been received. 

,/g) A petition against selection of a site at Rajapur was received. 
This purported to come from some inhabitants of Khilpara, Brahman- 
gaon and Rajapur including the signatures of some members of the 
Thana Advisory Committee. 

( e ) All petitions of objection to suggested sites will in due course 
be laid before the Board for its decision, and no site will be finally 
selected until objections have been considered. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (b) of starred question 
No. 443 . 

I. — Ex-officio. 

The District Magistrate of Tippera. 

The Subdivisional Magistrate of the Sadar subdi vision, 
yrhe Subdivisional Magistrate of the Brahmanbaria subdivision. 
The Subdivisional Magistrate of the Chuiwlpur subdivision. 

The District Inspector of Schools. Tippera. 

The Chairman of the Sadar local board. 

The Chairman of the Brahmanbaria local board. 

The Chairman of the Chundpur local board. 

The Chairman of the district board, Tippera. 

The Vice-Chairman oh the district board, Tippera. 

II. — Elected under clause (/). 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi Siddiquer Rahman. 
cMaulvi Tafazzal Ali, b.l. 

Babu Rup Chandra Saha, b.l. 

III. — Elected under clause \y) 

\ m c 

Mauvi Ramijuddin Ahmed Khan, B.X. 

Maulvi Syed Abdur Rashid Chbudhurv. 

Maulvi A. K. Alulul Bari. 
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• IT. — Appointed under clause ( h ) 

• • # 

Maulvi Muhammad Hasanunaman, m.l.a. 

• Maufvi Mafirudjiu Ahmed, m.l.a. 

Mr! Jagat Chandra Mandal, m.l.a. 

V. — Appointed under clause (t). 

Maulvi Moazzul Islam Khan Chuudhurv, Head ^faster of the 
Dhanyadail Primary School, Burichong. 


Relief measures in Bankura. 

•444. Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: u/ Will the Hon 'Me Minister 

in charge of the Revenue Department he pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing for the last *> years, year hy year and subdivision by 
subdivision, •the total* amount of agricultural hum granted to the district 
<*f Bankura? 

fT>) Will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased to state, subdivision by sub- 
division — s # @ 

(i) how much of the said amount was realised in due time; »-/l 

i » 

Of) how much remained unrealised? • # 

• 

ir) Is the Hon’hle Minister aware that famine is periodic in the 
district of Bankunf? 

( d ) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 

Minister In* pleased to state — f 

(i) how' maiy times have the Government declared famine ill the 
district of Bankura jiuring the fast 25 years; and 
(it) how* many times during the same period portions of the district 
9 was considered to l>e under “distress” or “acute distress" ; 
• * ttI ^ 

(tit) what steps have the Government token and do they propose to 
take to m\# the district from periodic famines and distrtsses? 

« 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

<i) the total ajnounJ. of money granted by the Government during 

the period as gratuitous relief ; and* * 

* • • 

(ti) the tptal amount of money giv«i to the District Board for test 

* relief work during the fimes of famine or “distresses" with- 

’ in the sanft period? 
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MINISTER in efcarg* of tho REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tho 
Honlblo Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy) : (a) and (h) A statement is laid 
on the table. 

i * 

(c) and (d) ( i ) and ( ii ) During the last 25 years, famine was declar- 
ed in the years 1915-16 and 1910. Porticfus of the district suffered from 
distress in 19*27-28, 1935 and 1936. 

tm) In order to improve irrigation facilities, the following irriga- 
tion schemes have been completed in the district: — 

(a) Salbunfih Irrigation scheme; and 

(b) Amjore Irrigation scheme. 

The following irrigation schemes are under consideration: — 

(a) Darkeswar Keservoir Project ; 

(b) Subhankar Danra Project; 

(r) Kulni Klial Scheme; and 

{ d ) Bhadul Channel Scheme. 


Besides the above schemes, detailed schemes for re-excavation of tank* 
and bund s under the Bengal Tanks Improvement Bill have been' pre- 
pared and will be taken up as soon as tin* 'Bill beccrmes an Act. Co- 
operative Irrigation Societies have also been formed in t*ne district. 

.iS ^cultural / improvements . — There is a government Agricultural 
Farm at the headquarters of the district which aims at a practical 
demonstration of the use of suitable varieties of seeds, manure and up- 
to-date implements. 

A Research Officer is engaged in investigations into the possibility of 
discovering drought-resisting strains of paddy, capable of germinating 
even in years of comparatively small rainfall. 

A move bus been taken, to utilise the vast area of thigh dan pa landd 
lying fallow in the dist riot by the cultivation of groundnuts. A great 
deal of systematic propaganda was carried on in this direction and there 
has been a very good response from the people. A Government grant of 
lls. 4,000 was utilised in 1938-39 for the purchase and distribution of 
groundnut seeds free of cost. 

1 Improvement of Forests . — Apart from the protective, preventive and 
ameliorative measures indicated above, Government have recently 
taken up the problem of arresting the rapid deforestation in this district 
*8 veil as in other districts. The Forest Committee appointed by the 
Government of Bengal ^inspected forest areas in thV district and held 
detailed enquiries regarding the causes of denudation of forests. 

<e) (t) Rs. 4,56,065. 

(it) Rs. 11,35,080.* 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause* (a) and ( b ) (») and ( ii ) to starred 
question No % 444. ^ # 

AORICl'LTrRAL LOANS. 



Amount graptod . 

Amount fell due In 
the year. 

AntounU roUeeted 
out of the duea ul 
the >ear 

Balance. 

Year. 

• 

Sadar 

itk>n. 

Vlahnu- 
pnr auh- 

diviaioD. 

Sad ar 
aulativi- 

[ Vlahnu* 

1 pur ,ul>* 
dlvUkm 

Hadar 

•uhdlvi* 

•ion. 

Vlahnu- 
pnr aub- 
divlaion.5 

Hadar 

aubdtvi- 

alon. 

Vlahnu* 

pur 

tub* 

dlvlakm. 

1 

11 

3 

4 

5 

5 

7 

8 

9 

• 

Ra. 

Ra. 

Ra 

Ra. 

Ra. 

Ra. 

Ra. 

R*. . 

1084-35 

25,000 


10,395 


7.782 


2,513 


1935-35 

1,H 1,300 

73.HIH) 

1,05,217 

14,375 

5,589 

385 

98,52s 

18,9(H> 

1935-37 

4,15,000 

75, (HA) 

3,95,231 

MS.735 

2,72,885 

85,851 

1,22.145 

1.374 

1937-38 

• 


3,43.915 

ni.oxy 

2,04,858 

53,083 

1,30,058 

8,555 

193S-39 

9.551 

s : 

2*5 

• 

1,41,814 

y,ni9 

49,570 

5,885 

92,144 

2,784 


I V. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Wide Minister be 
pleased to state with refeynce to answer ( h ) in regard to irrigation 
schemes by #hat time relief in the Hnnkurti district may be obtained 
as a result of the actual operations of the schemes under considerq/ion, 
namely. Darkeswur KeseiAoir Project, Subhanl^ur Danra Pro#»ct/ Kulai 
Khal Schem% and Hhadul Channel Scheme ? 

Tht Hon’ble 8 fr BIJOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY; Very likely it 

will tatte some years. 

. Dri NALINAK8HA SANYAL; Will Government l>e pleased to 
give^us some idet as t<» the number of yeafs— whether it will be done 
within your and m\ lifetime? • 

The Won'ble SiV BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: It may be within 
our lifetime. * It depends on how long we live. Hut 1 may say within 
a reasonable time. • 

« 

Or. NAlTlNAKSHA fANYAL ; My difficulty is this. I do not 
want to digress from the question specifically put to the department 
concerned, but in .view. of tlie fact that you have advertised these as 
schemes likely to bring relief — the question is # about relief in Rankjpw 
— will the Hjm’ble .Minister Xe pleased, to state whether Cfcvemment is 
in # a position to guarantee re!ief # tfPthe people there in the course ofrthe 
next ten years f 
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Tlit Hofl’blt Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, schemes^are 

tinker consideration, so it is premature for the Government to make 
any statement to that eflfect. * 

• • 

Btbu NACENDRA NATH SENS .Will the •Hon’ hie Minister be 
pleased to state if the Research Officer mentioned in the answer is avail- 
able to private parties and what are his headquarters? 


The Hon'ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Research Officers 
carry on resea*:h and if private citizens are anxious to take their advice 
and help 1 am sure their help would be available. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that the Darkeswar 
^Reservoir Project has been under consideration for more than 10 years 
now ? 


The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INGH ROY: I d<* not know 
about 10 years but certainly for 5 or 0 years. 


Serajganj-Patal-Charabari Steamer service. , r 

•445. Mr. AMRITA LAL MANDAL: fs the Hon ’hi. Minister ip 
chaise of the (Commerce and labour Department considering the 
desirability of urging upon the Serajganj-Putgl-Oharabari Steamer Ser- 
vice Company for the fallowing, namely: — 

(a) providing big flats or sheds at all the stations where the 

passengers can take shelter and proteef themselves from 
sun and rain ; 

(b) introducing through bootings at all the stations with the 

railways; 

%> 

{c) providing better staging at Konabari and Nalmbazar station; 

(d) providing one duplicate steamer for three jveeks on the occasion 

of the Pv ja holidays every year as also on all other ^occasions 
when there is heavy passenger traffic; * « 

(e) introducing second, class compartment and inter-class with 
«, more accommodation improved with cushion; 

( f ) providing latrine exclusively for inter-class passengers on the 

upper deck ; and 

<(,</) shortening the time-limit from 3 houjjs to £ hours? 

"^MIHIETBR in ohargo of tb., COMMERCE ami LABOUR DEPART* 
. MINT (tho Hon 1 Mo Mr. H. S. EUHK^WARDY): (a) I am informed 
* that waiting accommodation is already provided at Serajganj, Patal and 

4 * 
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Mr. OHARU OHANDRA ROY : fff passenger ffr vc* f# 8^- 


8W BOT C* *foflB^teamer *I« mW* Mttf ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Perhaps net df the 

ordinary passenger traffic is less than half the aScommodatioi} of the 
steamer, and special circumstances may not absorb all the accom- 
modation offered. 


Mr, 8IBNATH BANERJEE: With reference to answer (6), will 
the Hon’ble Mfnister be pleased to state who are the persons who 
informed him that they would like to have 3 hours instead of 2 for 
transit ? 


Th* Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY ; I think it is not possible 

to reduce the time which uppeurs to Ite suitable for the mujority of 
passengers. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: The reply is that the majority of 
passengers who use the service do not favour shortening the time limit* 


Mr. SPEAKER: The answer is, as 1 rend it. first of all it is not 
possible to reduce the transit time ami secondly it appears to be 
suitable. 

« I 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: \>s. Sir 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
no lutrine is reserved for inter-Olds's passengers ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H, 8. ^SUHRAWARDY s A separate latrine fof 
inter-class apart from the one for the third class ? Does the hoiTble 
member suggest t hut the inter-class passengers should have a separate 
latrine? 


Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Yes 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I will pass on the 
PUfTK^tion to the Joint Steamer Companies to see ^whether they cannot 
reserve latrine accommodation for intermediate t clas& passengers. But 
ct^tfpears to me — 1 think I have answered similar questions before — 
that the Steadier Companies will not be al)le to provide facilities until 
*theii* steamers go in for renovation antfwhen they do go in for renovation , 
they will take into amount these various raatt&ta which axe placed 
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Wore them and then make such changes as they can. In fact they have 
premised to do so in one or two instances. In this particular case also 
il ftie hon’ble member desires I will* pass orf his request to the 5 oint 

Steamer Companies. 

• * 

BaMi NACENDRA NATA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what are the difficulties which make it impossible to 
provide latrine accomodation for inter-class passengers on the «*ppcr 
deck ? 

m 

* Mr. 8PEAKER: That question has just now been answered. 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: If possible, it can only 

be done when the steamers go in for renovation. * 

« 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether lie is aware that the benches that are provided 
for the inter-class passengers arc of very small width, not even 1 0 " in 
width and the hackf aie so straight that one feels very much uncom- 
fortable to sit on these benches? ( 

Yhe Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : If the hon’ble member 
suggests th%t the benches provided for inter-class passengers should be 
made more comfortable then 1 will certainly pass on his suggestion 
to tlie Joint Steamer Companies. Hut if the hon ble member wifnts to 
know my own personal e\|>eriem*e 

Mr. 8URENORA NATH BISWAS: That question was only put 
to elicit further information. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y mi have got your answer. 

Mr. CHARU *CHANDRA ROY : * Question fctl TCRCfA 

CJ“I am informed Joint Stock Company f# ? 

. The* Hoij’bl. Mr . H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The Joint Steamer 
Companies. * 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY : f* inquiry Cvfirt<|R C» 

*ann fan ? 

Th. Hon’bl.'Mr.fl. 8. 8UHRAWARDY,: I am afraid that* there 
is not any machinery at the disposal of Government $o make sfcSe- 
pendent enquiries'. If the hon’\|le members of this House press upon 
Government to hav^ Inspectors of their own 40 order to inspect and 
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provide facilities for passengers in the Steamer Services, I should be 
prepared to give consideration to that suggestion. It means, of coufse.,. 
more expenditure from tjfovernment revenues, but if it results* in 
providing better facilities for passenger traffic w e may consider the 
question of apointing some Inspectors for that puipose. 

^ Beggar problem in Calcutta. 

*446. Maul^i MD. I8RAIL: (a) Has the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the l/ocal Self-Government Department been 
drawn to the acuteness of the beggar problem in Calcutta? 

(h) Tf so, what steps, if any, do the Government contemplate to 
take in the matter? 

MINI8TER in charge of tho LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT and 
INDU8TRIE8 DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja 
Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): («) Yes. 

(h) The hon’ble member is referred to the reply to clause (b) of 
unstarred Assembly question No. 137 of the 17th April, 1989, asked by 
Mr. Abul Hussain Ahmed, m.l.a. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon blc Minister be 
pleased to state whether, since the reply given on the 17th April, any 
progress Ipis been made towards tackling the beggar problem in 
Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoca: 

As my time has been taken up almost entirely by the Assembly, I could 
not see to it, but 1 hope to as norm as the Assembly session is over. 

Allegations against Registrar of Assurances. 

*447. Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: (a) Is tie Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education (Registration) Department aware-* — 

( i ) that the District Su^Registrars of Alipore, Bogra, Burdwan, 

< Pabna, Nadia, Howrah, Hooghly, Mymensingh, Faridpur, 

and Head Clerks of Calcutta, Alipore, .Tessore, Khulna, Mid- 
nnpore and Dinajpur, have now' been threatening their 
subordinates with punishment if they continue their member- 
ship in the registered Associations ; ftnd ' • 

^w) that S circular in the following t^ins w T as issued on tke 5th 

* April, 1939, by the Registrar of Assurances, Calcutta — all 
the member* of this office Establishment (clerks, copyists 
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and extra copyists) are directed not to take any part in 
matters of the so-called All-Bengal Registration Employees’ 
Association which is since •not ree#guisod by Government 
vide letter No. 39(>-Regn., dated the 31st March 1909 P # 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state whether the All- 
'Bengal Registration Employees’ Association (a registered body) waa 
registered under the Indian Trade Unions Act, 192GP 

(c) If the answer to { b ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state the reason for issuing the circular referred u> in 

(a)V)? 

Th* Hon'We Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (i) No. 

(ii) and (b) Yes. • 

(c) The circular referred to was issued without the knowledge of 
the Inspector-General of Registration or Government. The Registrar 
of Assuranees, Tub utta, thought it desirable that the employees of his 
office should not join an Association which was not a genuine service 
association amd not recognised by Government. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hc.n’We Minister he phased ' 
to state what led flic Government to believe that it was not <i genuine 
service association ? f 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. A. FAZLUL HUQ: government l^lie veil in 
and decided cm the information at their disposal. 

Btbu NACENDfeA NATH 8EN : Is it a fact that the Hon’ble the 
Thief Minister himself had consented to preside at the annual conference 
of this association ? • 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; Yes, Sir, but when the 
facts were brought to my notice, I declined to do so. 

BabuM/tCENDRA NATH SEN: Is it not a fact that this associa- 
tion'has been*in existence for a very long time, and in its annual con- 
ferences Government officers had taken pa$tP 

• 

The Hofit>le Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, in some of the 

conferences. * 

• 

Mr. $IBNATH*BAIflER4£E: May I take jt that this information 
was supplied by the Labour Minister or bv the Labour Cqptmiasiourfr 

• • * ♦ * 

*Mr. SPEAKER: J*hat question does not aijse. 
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Mr. BIBNA7H BAMERJEE: From whom was the information 
obtained f 

< 

'* Mr. SPEAKER: That question also does not arise. 

• 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Is it a fact that this association 
bad long before applied for recognition, and if so, whether it is still 
under consideration or has been rejected ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I want notice. I am not 
quite sure, perhaps it has been rejected. 


Post of Profeasor of Economics, Chittagong College. 

•448. Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN : (a) Will the Hon’bJe 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
whether the rerommenduticn of the Public Service Commission is 
obtained for confirmation or retention for more than f> months of an 
officer in the Education Department Provincial Service? 

( b ) Is the present Professor of Economics in the Chittagong College 
serving in the Provincial Educational Service for more than f> months? 

(c) Ifi the answers do (a) and ( h ) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the said Professor was 
recommended by the Public Service Commission for confirmation or 
retention ? 

(d) Is it not a fact that he was in the subordinate service before 
being appointed in the Chittagong College? 

<c) Has he been appointed in supersession of the claim of other 
senior lecturers of Economics of the said college? 

(/) If the answer to [ e ) is in the affirmative, ^ill the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) When* an officer holding 
a substantive post under Government is called - upon to officiate in a 
Provincial Service post, it is not necessary to consult the Public Service 
Commission. 

.(6), (d) and (r) Yei. 

» N fc) Does ant arise. * 

if) The Lecturer in Econrfmica^ at the Chittagong College is. not 
considered fit for promotion. 
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••fell NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state how long the Lecturer in Economics in the Chittagong 
Collage has been in that post P * 

• • 

Jha Hbvt’bla Mr. ^A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: He was appointed by 
Government notification, dated # the ‘list January, 1988, but I am not 
in a position to say when he actually joined. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Personally I think I cannot disallow questions of 
a personal nature as here. Hut as I feel that such a question is likely 
to* do more harm than good to the officers concerned, I would remind 
the members of the danger of putting questions which bear au individual 
character. After all, the responsibility has to 1*» reulised, and 1 hope 
that wull be realised by the House in putting further questions. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 3ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state the respective academic qualifications of the Lecturer 
in Economics, who, in the opinion of Government, is not fit for pro- 
motion, und of the lVofessor of Economics who has been temporarily 
appointed as an officiating professor as alto the number of years these 
two gentlemen have respectively been in Government service P 

• • 

The Hon’tJfe Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, a considerable amount 
of agitation has been going on in the Press over this appointment on 
the ground that we have*Miperseded the cluing* of a Hindu gifficer by 
appointing a*Muslim. With your leave, Sir. 1 shall state the facts 
before the House, but for the present I will not mention the names but 
will tell the House Vhether the officer was a Hindu or a Muslim. 

The 'position was that in December we transferred a Professor of 
Economics from Chittagong named # Hahu Sudhansu Kumar Guha 
Thakuftu to the Presidency College The question arose of appointing 
his successor f 

Dr. NALINAKSlfA SANYAL: He was in the Calcutta Commer- 
cial Institute. 

• 

The Hon’ble far. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ'. He wan in the Calcutta 
Commercial Institute,* then at Chittagong and from there he was 
brought to the Presidency College because the Presidency College 
wanted him badly. Vfhen be was brought from Chittagong to the Pre- 
sidency College, the question arose of appointing his successor. The 
Director* of Public Instruction reported to Govlrnment th^t there 
only one teacher of Economics at the time in the Chittf^ong College so 
that this work could not conveniently be entrusted to #n outfidor. He * 
3 
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therefore recommended that a Lecturer of the subject should be pro- 
moted from the Subordinate Education Service. The case of all officers 
lively to be appointed *yas considered by the Director of Public Instruc- 
tion in, consultation with two members of a Committee. The list of 
members in order of seniority shows that the seniormost officer was a 
Hindu drawing Rs. 300 a month who* at that firne was officiating as 
Professor of Economics in the Bethune College. The next officer was 
al$c a Hindu who was drawing Its. 330. The ne*xt officer was also a 
Hindu and he was drawing Rs. 2o0. The officer next to him was a 
Muslim who was in the Subordinate Education Service as a Lecturer 
in the Islamia College, drawing Rs. 230. Government wanted to appoint 
the first officer, a Hindu officer, but there were two difficulties. In the 
first place, he had been recently transferred from Chittagong and he 
did not want to go there on account of certain domestic mishaps which 
had happened to him there. Besides, the Principal of the Bethune 
College was not willing to let him go. The second officer was not con- 
sidered fit for promotion by the Selection Committee. Then we wanted 
to give it to the third officer, but he was acting in the Bengrl Education 
Service in the Rajshahi College where he was expected to continue for 
a long period and therefore he was not willing to go. The choice 
therefore fell on the fourth "officer who was a Muslim and who was a 
Lecturer in the Islamia College. 

As regards the respective academic qualifications, all I can say is 
that Maulvi Abdus Sntnad holds the M.A. degree in Economics as also 
does the other gentleman. But the Selection Committee did not con- 
sider th^ officer who \tfas second in the list to be fit for promotion in 
view of the reports received. I am not prepared to metftion the name 
of the officer, but his case was carefully considered and rejected. By 
the process of exclusion therefore the choice fell on the Muslim officer, 
but there was no deliberate attempt to overlook the claims of Hindu 
officers. 

Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hoif'hle Minister Tie 
pleased to state in what classes respectively these two gentlemen were 
placed iu the M.A, Examination, and what was the order of merit? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs As a matter of fact, I have 
not at the present momeht any information about 1 ' their educational 
qualifications, but I can tell the House that once an officer has been 
serving in the Government service, mere academic qualification is never 
taken into consideration. 

< 4 

Of. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Si^ may I have 4 reply to the 
other part of my question, namely, the respective length of service of 
th^se two officers? 
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Tht Hon’bl® Mr# A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have already stated that 
A# gentleman, whose claims were passed over, was drawing tts. *330 
and* the other gentleman was drawing Rs. t3U. I cannot give the 
grades. • # 

• • 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I wanted the respective length 
of service of these, two gentlemen, namely, the lecturer who was 
superseded and the lecturer who was promoted to hold the officiating 
post. 

Th® Hon’bl® Mr. A« K. FAZLUL HUQS I have not got the facts 
here, so I am afraid, I want notice. 

• 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister l. 
pleased to state how long Government propose to continue this otti- 
ciating post and when it is going to be turned into a permanent appoint- 
ment and Vh ether Government propose to consult the Public Service 
Commission for the 


Tb® Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The Director of Public 
Instruction has b«*n asked* to put up proposals. If un> officer is 
promoted froffi the Subordinate Service, the Public Service ('omens- 
sion need not be consulted; his claims would be considered bv the 
Selection Committee. HiTt if outsiders are allowed to send if » applica- 
tions, then certainly the appointment would be made by the Public 

Service ( ommission. 

• 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALl Will the Hon’ble Minister Imd 
pleased to state if it is a fact that for permanent appointments in the 
Hfmgaf Educating Service, even when such post*, are held by promotion 
from. Subordinate S«"”'e.H, the Public Service romuiissiou lias got to 
be consulted ? 

• • 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No. Under the rules, 

when an officer who is promoted or allowed #to officiate 

• 

Dr. MALfNAK8HA 8\HYAL: J do not say “officiating” but 1 am 
speaking of posts held # permanently. • 

• 

Th® Hovt’bl® Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ* As regards* permanent* 
poste, there il no intention of aliening any one to be made permanent 
without consulting th^ Public Service Commission. 
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Or. HALIHAKSHA SANYAL: That is why I ask the other portion 
of tpy question, namely, whether Government propose to place it before 
the Public Service Comifcisison and how long they want to keep*the 
pest officiating ? 

€. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Government do not*propose 

to keep the post officiating one moment longer than is necessary. I 
understand the Public Service Commission has been asked to advertise. 
But I am not sure what action has been taken by them. 

L 

Granting facilities to students of baokward olassea other than 
Scheduled ones. 

•449. Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI M'AITI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department l>e pleased to state 
whether the Government are considering the desirability # of giving 
greater facilities in education to the students of the educationally Imck- 
ward classes other than the Scheduled ones? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will be be pleased tp 
state what action, it any, does he promise to take in the mutter?* 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) No suclb scheme of 
extension of existing facilities is at present before Government. 

(//) The question does not arise. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Kou’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government consider the desirability of 
formulating a scheme for spreading education among the backward 
classes excepting scheduled castes? 

* 

Mr. 8PEAKER S I am allowing it ,• though it is too general. 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ. No such scheme is at 
present before the Government. Nobody has brought it forward. But 
if any such scheme is brought forward, then it will haVe to be examined 
by i\ie Committee for the education of scheduled castes. 

•Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will th? Hon’ble Minister be 
pleksed to state if Government themselves h«ve cepsidered the desir- 
**~lrLility of formulating such a scheme? 

fc 

X' 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. fi. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Not at present. 
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Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 


be pleased to state if he is aware that a sum^of Rs. 20,000 or 80 4ias 
been allotted for the education of the backward classes other than the 
scjiedulech castes ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: If it is in the budget, it is there. What is your 
specific question ? 


Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: Will the hie Minister 
be pleased to state, if any sum is granted for the education of any 
community, and if any such scheme has been prepured by them? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The sum has been allotted, 
but I am not in a position to state the exact amount. 


Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: Before granting any sum, 
Government must have a scheme Y 

. Mr. 8PEAKER: Wh> do you assume that — there may U* lump-sum 
grants. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'Me Mini»<<& he 
pleased to state whether it is the position tjiat (iovernm^it do not 
propose to bymulate any scheme themselves, but the\ desire that other 
people should formulate schemes for the Government? 

The Hon’bl. Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: When Government get a 
little breathing time, they will do if. But at present they are over- 
worke'd. 

RUn of electricity per unit in oertain Electric Supply Companies. 

•450.* Maulvi MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Miniate* in charge of the Commence and labour Department 
be pleased to lay on t^e table a statement showing separately the present 
rates of electricity per unit in force in the— 

% 

(t) Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation ; 

(tV) Dacca Elfttric Supply Company; 

(!»)• Chittagong Electric Supply Company; and 
.(tr) Narayangaftj and Munahiganj Electric Supply Company? 

• • I . f 

(6) Is it a fa^t thdl the rates of electricity per unit is not uniform P 
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(c) If the answer to ( h ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to st^te the reason thereof? , 

(d) kpe the Government considering the desirability of fixing a low 

fiat rate in all those places? fl • 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; (a) The net rates per . 

unit for domestic consumption are as follows: — 

(i) 2 annas 

(it) 4 annas. 

(Hi) 0 annas. 

(iv) 0 annas and 7 annas, respectively. 

(b) The rates are not uniform. 

(c) The maximum rates are laid down in the licence. The licensees 
ure at liberty to fix the rates within the prescribed maxima which 
generally vary directly us the cost of production and inverr?ly as the 
demand for electrical energy. 

(d) No. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleased to state the difficulties of fixing a uniform low rate in the 
districts? 

Mr. 8TEAKER* That question does not arise. I cannot allow a 
general question. You must put a specific question. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleased to state whether he is a,ware of the fact that different Electric 
Supply Companies in different districts are giving dividends of 50 per 
cent, to their shareholders? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am not aware of that. 

I am sure it is not so. „ 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hobble Minister be 
pleased to state, with reference to answer (c), who is responsible for 
the maximum rates laid down in the licence? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Qoverpment. 

'Mr. ATl/L KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that Ihtre are private companies which 
supply electricity at tffe rate of one anna per unif? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: tfill the # Hou ble Minister bf 
leased to%tate if he is aware of the fact that there are private compa- 
res who jn their private concern* do supply electricity to their employees 
at the rate of one anna per unit? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY ; The question is un- 
intelligible. 

% 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that the Tata Iron and Steel Company 
supply*electricity to their employees at oue anna per unit? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: What is your point in asking this question? Come 
to the point. 

• 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E : My point is that when private 
companies oifh supply to their employees electricity at one anna without 

undergoing any loss whatsoever 

. 

Mr. 8PEAKEff: That (toes not arise. You must ask something 
specific. f 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: Will the* Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased 1o state whether Government is prepared to go so far as to 
induce the Calcutta* Electric Supply Company to supply electricity at 
the same reduced rate at which the other private companies are supply- 
ing to their employees without loss? # 

Mr. SPEAKER: That quest ion does not ^rise. 

• 

Mr. 8YED MLAL4JDDIN HA8HEMY : Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if he is aware that the Dacca Electric Supply Com- 
pany are giving a dividend of 8~> per cent, to their shareholders? 

• • 

The Hon’ble Mr. Hi 8. SUHRAWARDY : Far from it. As a matter 
of fact, I looted into the Question of the Dacca Electric Supply Com- 
pany and at our instance, the rate has been reduced to annas four. * 

• 

Mr. 8UREMDRA NATH £18 WAS I Will tge Hon’ble Minister J*r 
pleased tost^jte if Government have ever made all enquiry as to the 
minimum rate at which electricity may be tupplied by the Electric 
Supply Companies at Bacca, Chittagong and f NaAyanganjP 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot allow a question for eliciting statistical 
information. You mus^ put a question which arises strictly out pf it. 

1 Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: With reference to %c) t which 
relates to the maximum rate, I was goring to ask 

Mr. SPEAKER: You may ask, what is the maximum rate. 

«• 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government have ever considered what should 
be the maximum rate for the supply of electricity in Calcutta, Dacca, 
Chittagong and Narayanganj. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The maximum rate is 
fixed at the time when the license is given and it has been found from 
experience that for new licensees, the maximum rate cannot be less 
than eight annas. It is not possible for new companies to charge less 
than that. But when they begin to grow, when their loads increase 
and when they expand their machinery, it is only then that they are 
able to reduce their rates, and the bigger the company, the less the rate. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in sanctioning Ihe maximun^ rate for the 
supply of electricity by any company. Government consider what can 
be the minimum rate? 

c 

♦ » e 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : The minimum rate can 
only be ascertained after a considerable time and after an enquiry has 
been held and the income and expenditure and profit and loss have been 
ascertained; further if the company lias to extend and to carry its 
electricity to undeveloped areas/some consideration will have to be paid 
for further development and thereafter the rate may be fixed after due 
enquiry. ’ 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: In view of the public grievance 
against the high rate, will the Hon’ble Minister .be please^ to state 
whether Government will consider the desirability of making an en- 
quiry, as has been suggested by the Hou’ble Minister himself, very 
«oo^ P 

Tho Hotl’blt Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARPY : There is provision for 
enquiry in the Act, but over and above that I am considering the ques- 
tion of making an enquiry into the affairs of the, various electricity 
•"■^qmpanies, but the hohourable member will realise that an enquiry of 
this nature means a certain amount of expenditure, and I have to balance 
thl advisability of an enquiry on fh* one side in d" the temper of .the 
legislature on the othfcr in refusing to sanction tht? Necessary expenditure. 
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Distribution of augmentation grants to Urtion^ Boards by the Dtaajpur 
District rfoard. 


*451, Mr. NI8H1THA NATH KUNDU: (a) Has the attention of 
the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Depart- 
ment been drawn to paragraph 52 of the annual report on the working 
of the local audit department for the year published by the 

department of Public Health and Local Self-Government, Government 
of Bengal, viz., that out of Its. 41,000 of the augmentation grants made 
by the Government to the Dinajpur District Board for distribution to* 
the Union Boards, only Its. 15,120 was so far distributed? 

• 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) whether any steps have been taken by Government for the 
utilisation of the balance; and 

(it) if so, what are those steps? 

m 

* The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooai 

(a) ^es. 

ib) The augmentation grant is paid to the District Boards to 
augment their resources and is earmarked for expenditure on roads and 
bridges, village sanitation, water-supply and* other necessary works. 
In Government circular No. *1207-70 L.S.-G . dated the '201 h July,. 
1021. however, a direction was given to the effect t Iiat the District 
Boards should distribute a substantial portion of the grant among the 
Union Boards under them for the purpose of improving village sanita- 
tion and public health. Considering that the District Boards have 
large demands on their limited and inexpensive resources, Government 
havtj not fixed rfbv definite percentage of 4he grant to l>e distributed 
among the Union Boards; but*the proportion to he so distributed ha* 
been left to the discretion of the District Boards with reference to local 
circumstances in each case. The question of taking steps for the utilisa- 
tion of the balance does not therefore arise. 


Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the purpose for which that Rs. 15,000 was distributed 
by the Dinajpur District Board to the Union Boards and if it was 'dis- 
tributed to all the*Uni(fn Boards in the district? * 


# Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. As the antwer* 
shows, it is entirely A>r the local bodies coyjenfed to distribute. 
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Mr. NIBHITHA HATH KUMDUS I am going to elicit further in- 
formation. There is mention of <the purpose for which that augmenta- 
tion gragt was earmarked, and I want to know the purpose for which 

this grant was actually distributed. * 

* < 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I cannot say it off-hand; I want notice. 


Anti-tuberculosis preventive moasuree for the workmen of Oriental Cap 
* Company, Limited. 

•452. Mr. KI8H0RI PATI ROY: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
--charge of the Commerce and Labour Department aware — 

(i) that the ice boxes in the Oriental Gas Company, Limited, 

Calcutta, are at present being painted with the help of spray 
machines ; and 

(ii) that the workers of that particular department are being more 

and more attacked with tuberculosis of the lungs ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — » 

H(i) since how many years has this system of spraying been intro- 
duced ; 

(ii) since then how many workers in that, department have been 
infected with tuberculosis of the lungs; 

(Hi) how many have died of it; 

(i>) what compensation has been paid by the Company to the families 
of the deceased workmen ; 

(v) how many have been invalidated as a result of such infection; 
and 

(vi) to how many of the invalidated has compensation been paid by 
the Company? 

(r) What preventive measures have already been taken "by the Com- 
pany against infection of the workmen in future with tuberculosis of 
the hinge? 

(d) What action, if any, does the Hon’ble Minister propose to take in 
the «matterP 

I V 

^Thc Hon’bto Mr. H. d. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) ( » ) Yes. 

(ii) No, a doctor is kept on the premises and repdrts on any medical 
‘cases immediately. No such report of workers being affected has been 
made. v y 
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(b) (i) li years. 

(it) As far as I am aware, none. 

(iii) to (vi) Do not arise. 

• 

\c) Although no cm? of tub^eulosis has lx»en known among workers 
employer? in this section, the apparatus is housed in a special safety 
room as advised by the Factory Inspection Department. 

( d ) None. 

*Dr. 8URESH CHANDRA BANERJEE : fw wf iff wcfl 

premises 4 C* <* f* *nB*1*\ <ST#t« R1 Company’* ? 

Thd Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: He is an employee of 
the Company. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE : 1 <8t*T* v-if** qr* c«Cl 

report ffcf al tCfHI ifhffHf WCff fw»1 ? 

Mr. SPEAKER : tfhat question does in^t arise. 

Mf. 8IBNATH BANERJEE : Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state what ye the qualifidhtious of the doctor who is employed there ? 

THi Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRA WARD Y : Obviously I do not know 
* • • 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Ilon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state if there is # an\ arrangement for detecting tuberculosis cases 
on the examination of sputum, blood and other things? 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY s Obviously I do not know 

JNSTARRJED QUESTIONS 
(to which answer, were laid on the table) 

Employment of oonvicts by the present Jailqr, Presidency Jail, for hit 
personal and domostio itsa. • 

• 

200. Mr. 8IBNATH MNERJI : (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (flails) Department aware that the prese'nt Jailor 
of the Presidency • Jail Has been employing convict prisoners for his 
personal *and domestic work, as detailed below — 

^*(1) No. ?2947 as a whole-tinje fcook ; 

(2) No. 1416£ as # khidmutgar ; 
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(3) No. 12628 as a masalchi ; 

(4) No. 14757 as ateweeper* c 

(by No. 13431, carpenter for making furniture of his bungalow; 

(6) No. 11427, tailor for making 4ress for his family; 

(7) Jail dhobi for washing his clothes; and 

„ (8) an Indian warder to escort his children to and from school? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister also aware that the Jailor is allowed to 

take — * 

(1) mustard oil from the kitchen; and 

(2) fish from the jail tank, without payment? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, and if the Jailor is not 
entitled to any services of the convict prisoners free of charge, what 
action do the Government propose to take in the matter? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that this particulai Jailor was 
once suspended in connection with the loss of some jail timber? 

(e) What are the qualifications of this bailor for the post he holds? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (</) The Jailor is allowed 
the services of a small gang twice daily in accordance with Jail Code 
Hide 7J)7. He is allowed, in common with other staff, to have his clothes 
washed by the jail dhobi for which he pays regularly according to the 
rules. I*i all other rejects the suggestions made in this part of the 
question are incorrect. 

(b) No. The suggestion Ls untrue. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) No. The suggestion is likewise without foundation. 

(e) Experience and ability. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that some w T urders were detected at the gate of 
the Presidency Jail while taking away mustard oil and this was 
actually reported to the Superintendent? ' 

*>ha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I must ask for notice. 
I cannot say it off-hand. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it w a fact that over one thousand history tickets 
have been destroyed since the notice of this question was given? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not Arise. 
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Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether flower pots which were being used by the Jailor have 
• been*removed to the garage of the jaij? # 

Mr. SPEAKER: J am afraid this question also does not arise. 

• * 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: With reference to the latter port of 
answer («), viz., in all other respects the suggestions made in this 
part of the question nre incorrect, will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased 
testate what is actually meant by “a >mnll gang twice daily” ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr, 8IBNATH BANERJEE: I submit, Mr. Speaker, this question 
does arise. My questions are very definite. Convict Xo. 12947 

Mr. SPEAKER: You ask \ our question. 

Mr. SIBftATH BANERJEE: M \ queMioiis were whether convict 
Xo. 12947 was employed as a cook, and Xo. 11192 as kfnd nuitijar and 

so on'und *o forth. I would like to have replies to every one of them. 

* • 

Th. Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: I think the answer i» 
very explicit. Except that which is permissible under the Jail Code 
Rule 797, all # tbe other allegations have been lound to be incorrect. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: 1 would like to know' in respect of all 
the 8 convicts definite information. 

. Mr.* SPEAKER * The answer is “Xo.” 

Mr. SiBNATH BANERJEE*! 1 have mentioned 8 cases, rid the 
Hordble Minister in reply has said that the jailor is entitled to the 
services <ff the dhobi and not of others 

Mr. BREAKS: 1 am afraid in that c due I will have to divjde it 
into 10 questions. I cannot allow each individual to be discussed. 
You have to ask a genera^ question. You will remember that I was 
very reluctant to admit this question. 

♦ • • 

Mr. BIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hobble Minister be plea#*d 
to state whether the jail visitors were Consulted in this matter when 
tb^se questions were put? * 
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The Hon’bl* khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think there 

was any necessity for consulting the jail visitors as they have nothing 
to* do with this. % f 

Mr. SIBNATH BANER4EE: WilHhe Hon’ble Minister be pkAsed 
to state whether lie is considering the desirability of enquiring into 
this matter thoroughly with the members of this House? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think there is 

any necessity for an enquiry about this. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Banerjee, your purpose has been served. 
Pots have been broken and other things removed. (Laughter. ) 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think this is a 
very serious matter. I do not agree that these allegations are correct. 
Very likely these facts were given to the honourable member by some 
disgruntled persons who wanted to discredit the jailor. 


, Education ccss in Tippera. 

201. Mr. A8IMUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hta’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement up to February, 1939, showing for' the district of Tippera the 
amount of education cess — , 

(i) realised; and 
( ii ) not realised ? 

c 

(b) Hits it been brought to the notice of the Hou’ble Minister that 
the cultivators in the said district are both unwilling ,and unable to pay 
education cess? 

(r) Are the Government contemplating suspension of the realisation 
of education cess for the Gumti flood -affected ureas in the dis/rict? 

(<1) Are the Government aware that the Education Committee in the 
district have asked the people of the locality to give lands and houses for 
the primary schools? 

Tltt Hon’bl. Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HU(|s (a) (i) Ro. 1,26,108-6-6 

ami (iG Rs. 53,508-12-3. 

(b) No, mt do I believe that the statement in the question is 
correct. 4 « ■* 

l (c) Not as at present advised. 
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(d) The District School Board has not as yet made any auch request. 
It has, however, been indicated by the executive and departmental 
officers that the funds at the disposal of the Boyd will not suffice for huy 
building work and that it is hoped that local people will provide laiyl 
arqi accommodation where it is desired that schools should be situated. 

• • 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon hie Minister aware 
that if the proposal in question {(f) be given effect to, the education 
of the poor people is likely to suffer? 

Mr. SPEAKER: How does this arise? 

Mf. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA S It does arise. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am afraid you have to ask a question arising 
out of it. 

• 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hou’ble Minister 
gware that if the Education (ommittee in the district cannot provide* 
houses, the education of the poor people of the locality will suffer? 

* 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a question of opinion. 

Agricultural toan and gratuitous relief in lessors district during 193S-39* 

202. Mr. RA8*IK LAL BISWAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department Jx* pleased to state how much haa 
been spent by the Government as — 

(t) agricultural loan ; and # 

(ii) gratuitous relief in eaclt of the thanas of the Je snore fflhtrict in 
the year 1938-30? 

(b) rfow jnany families in each thana have received — 

(i) loan; and 

(ii) gratuitous relief? 

t 

(c) In how many instalments these loans have been paid thana # by 

thana P # # 

(d) IVliether it is under the contemplation of the Government to^ay 

loans to the area of /he district peopled by depressed classes # till they get 
anjf crops? * 
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(e) Whether *the Government have issued any instructions to the 
District Officer of Jessore regarding the distribution of— 

• , r 

(t) past; ana ‘ 

* (it) future loans and gratuitous relief? 

c 

(/) If so, whether the Government are considering the desirability of 
laying on the table copies of their instructions? 

The Hon’tye Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: (a) to (c) A state- 
merit furnishing the information Ls laid on the Library table. 

(d ) A sum of Rs. 50,000 has been sanctioned for distribution in the 
seriously-affected areas of the district. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) No. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, will you allow 
me to put some supplementary questions relating to Khulna district 1 ' 
You did so, Sir, the other day. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No. 

i 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased tH enlighten us whether any death is due to starvation for want 
■of relief in the district of Jessore? 


The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: No, Sin 


Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware'.of 
the fact that one Rati Kanta Mandal of Lohagura police-station in the 
district < of Jessore committed suicide under pain of starvation? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INGH ROY: Government 
’have no information on the subject. , 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GH08H: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
of % the fact that the President of the Fnion Board, Lohagara, Babu 
Mojtlal Sarkar, gave a definite opinion in writing that the raai* 
committed suicide due to starvation? 


The Hort’bkfSirBUBY PRASAD SINCH ROY: No, Sir. 
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Craut of agricultural loam in Kurigram auMiviaion. 

203. Kazi EMOAOUL HAQUE:* {( * ) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in^ebargeeof the Revenue Department be pleased to state whefher it fs 
a fact that a numbeitof peopl# of village Helodanga in police-station 
Bhurungamari, district Raugpur. applied to the Subdivisions! Officer, 
Kurigram, and other authorities for agricultural loan for the purchase 
of seeds and plough cattle for the current sowing season in February 
and March last? 

(6) If the answer to tot i* in the ufiirmatne, what Schott have the 
Government taken on the said applications? 

(c) If no action has been taken as yet, will the ilon‘ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Government consider the desirability 
of — 

( i) giving immediate loan to the agriculturists tor utilisation at 
^the present sowing season ; oi 
(rt\ holding an inquiry into the matter? 

. The Hon ’hie Sir BI«iOY PRA8AD 8IXCH ROY: «i) An applica- 
tionevas teceived h\ the Subdivisional Officer on the 27th Marc h, 15)89, 
{ft) and t c) A ‘•'•uni of 2 ’>,000 has been allotted for distribution 

as agricultuAl loans in Rangput district. Further funds wiy *>e 
placed at the disjstsiil of local officers whose recommendation is being 
awaited b\ Government * 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: With leference to answers (/») and in, 
the Rouble Mimstei has not answered the specific cpieslion put to 
him. Ma\ I ask him again to make a statement on the flooi of this 
House whether the people speeificfflh mentioned in the question, 
namely, the people of village Heloduitga who admittedly approached 
the Subdivision^! < officer as far bac k as # Marc h Last received any 
agricultural loan up till new a*id, if so, what w’as the amouftl? 

The Jfon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, about 
Rs. l,60,(HKk since this c| nest ion was printed has been placed at the 
disposal of the Collector of Rangpur for distribution as agricultural 
loan in the two subdivisions, namely, Gaibandha and Kurigr^pi. I 
have no information as to what portion of that has gone or is goimr 
to a particular village in *rliich my honourable friend is interested. 

Kazi EMDADUL liAQUE: I want to know whether any portion 
has at all gone to that village? * 

■The Hon'We Sir BIJOY PRASAD BINCH ROY: I hov* no. 

intormotion on that qpint. 

4 
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iHtgal exactions from fishermen by owners of fisheries in various 

districts. 


204. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY. (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department aware that the owneis of the 
fisheries at Goalundo, Tepakhola and Madaripur in the district of 
Karidpur; Kancharpui, Jalaldi, Narsingdi and Gopaldi in the district 
of Dacca; and Sarda and Charghat in the district of Rajshahi realise 
bhag and enforce para , gala and khutaghari and bokhra specially at 
Ooalundo fish ghat and challuha at Gharghat and Sarda and otherwise 
compel bona fide fish-catchers to sell their catches to persons nominated 
by the agents or naibt of the owners of the fisheries at rates fixed by 
them ? 


(b) If so, what immediate steps are being taken b\ the Govern- 
ment in the interest of bona fide fishermen? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: {a) The practices 
in question do not appear to be prevalent in the districts of Dacca and 
Rajshahi fisheries but are reported to exist in Goalundo and Tepakhola 
in Farid pur district. 

( b ) Government have already appointed a Sj>ecial Officer to enquire 
into the fisheries of Bengal. 


Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: With reference to answer («) where it 
is said, “The practices in question do not appear to be prevalent in 
the districts of Dacca and Rajshahi fisheries,” will the Uon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what arc the sources of his information? 


Mr, ^SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. PROMATHA RAN JAN THAKUR: With reference to 
answer (a) where the Hon'ble Minister has admitted that such 
pracGces are in existence in Goalundo and Tepakhola, is it not a fact 
that this practice of illegal exaction from the fishermen was brought 
to the notice of the Special Officer but he did not take any steps? 


4 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, the Special 

Officer is still holding his enquiry and we have not yet received hi* 

rep&rt. 
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tiirch of the house of Maulvi Jonah AVi Majumdar, M.L.A., during 

his absehce. 

*205. Mr. A8IMyDDIN iJHMED: tw) Is tht* Jinn hie Minuter 
in ( barbie of the Home < Polit e) Department aware — 

t / ) that on the*2drd Det ember. timing the absence of Maulvi 

Jonah Ali Majuimiar. m.i.v.. the Suh-Tnspo< t#»r o,' Po’he, 
Hajiganj, in the district of Tippeiu seal cited tus bo une ; 
ui\ that the Sub-Ins|H*( toi t»l Police searched the huts in which 
Maulvi Jonab Ali Mu^iumlm's father and brother reside? 
{in) that in course of the search some articles were thrown away 
causing loss to the properties ; and 
nr) that some Assembly papers weie seized by the Suh»liiN|»ector 
of Police from the almirah of the Khilpuni Public Library? 

i/j) If Ihe answei to u/) is in the atfinnatiw 1 , will the llon’ble 
Minister Ik? pleased 4o state whether the Government aie considering 
the desirability of making an im|uirv* into the niuttci and taking 
necessar\ steps against the said Sub-lnspectoi of Police? 

• 

The Hon^ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: u/) to Yes, ,n*the 

presence of MauKi Jonah Ali Majumdar’s fathei. 

(n) Yes, the father and brother are in joint Viess with Matilvi Jonah 
Ali Majumdar and three huts belonging to the joint fa mil \ were 
searched. 
mi), No. 

Hr) An almiiah was searched, but it is icjiortcd that no Assembly 
papers were seized. There was nothing to show that tin* almirah 
belonged to a pnWic library 
()>) No. 

Mr. DHIREN0RA NATH DATTA: With reference to answer (iv) t 
is the Hon’bfe Minister aware that the Secretary of the Public Library 
was sent for amf the lock of the almirah dpened by the key supplied 
by him? 

The HoiPble KhwtJ* Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am riot aware of it 
•* • 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: With reference to answer (iv), will the 

Hofi'ble Minister be pleased %tate, if no Assembly papers were 

seised, whether any papers were seized by the ttiana officers? 

• 1 
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The Hon’ble Khw«j» Sir NAZIMUODIN: I believe it is obvious 

that Mime papers must hive been^ seized. 

Mr. 8HAHEADALI : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what are those papers? ' * 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state in what connection this search was executed and under 
whose orders? 

f 

The Hon’bla Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I am sorry this is an 
obvious supplementary question which I have overlooked. I ask for 
notice. 

Condition of latrines and urinals on inland steamers of Ifldia General 
Navigation and Railway Company and River 8team Navigation 
Company, Ltd. 

J07. Maulvi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department aware that condi- 
tion of latrines and uriiMs provided in inland steamers run by the Joint 
Steamer Company for the third and inter class passengers are uatiow 
in size and inadequate in number? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability ot urging upon 
the Steamer Company for improving the conditions of these latrines 
and urinals? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) No. Latrines in 
inland steam vessels are insjiected at the time of survey, to ensure 
compliance with Rule 8, Part V, of the Manual of Requirements as to 
Survey of Vessels for Passenger Certificates under the Inland Steam 
Vessels Act, 1917. ' 

(6) I have not sufficient information at my disposal to induce me 
to tuke steps in the manner indicated. I^am. however, looking into 
the matter. v 

m. CHARD CHANDRA ROY : f* PI 'Stl TO 

<* ntiYWY f%w far in ntn .tfi ta rw 

f%5rt ? 1 «- 
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Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

■fcrtu NACENDRA NATH SEIM Will tie Hon’ble Minister' be 

pressed t* state if lie is aware that latrines aud urinals provided for tie 
tEird and inter-elans ^nisaenge^* are combined in the same place? 

(No answer. ) 


Complaint against the Dihi Naib of Narundi, Mymenaingh. 

* Mr ‘ A f^ UL KAR,M: <"> ls <he Hon'ble Minister in char** 

ot the Revenue Department awaie that some tenants of Mansi. Narundi, 
police-station Jamalpur < Mymcnsingh K under the (’ouit of Wards 

“‘“‘l. ° f Tari,f !1 ls'tilion to the Chief Manage, of, 

that Wards estate complaining against the l)ihx \a%b of Narundi for 
realising illegal and unauthorised nazan and other fraudulent tran- 
sactions ? m 

(b) If the answer to uj) i- ln the affirmative, will the Ilon'lde Minis- 
ter be pleaded to state whether nn\ aetion^has been taken i„ the matter? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: <„> Two petition, 
wero receive^ alleging tr.iudulcnt trunaactionH. 

{b) With regard to one petition empiiiies won- held ..ml the allega- 
tion was found to Ik- false. The allegations in the othei petitiou are 
still under enquiry. • • 


Mr. ABDUL KARIM: With reference to purport of answer (ft), 
Will the Hon'ble Minister l,e pleased to state if the enipiiring officer 
conducted the enquiry m the presence of the petitioners? 

The Hon’M.*8ir BUOY PRA8AD SINCH ROY: Sir, the enqnir- 
mg officer first went to enquire on Jml February I <t.'t9 and that being 
the Id day the petitioners did not turn up. The Manager agetin went, 
made enquiries and disposed of the petition. 


Weaving School at Nandina, Mymenaingh. 

*». Mr. MD. ABSUL JABBAR PALWAN: <«. Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Industries Department be? pleased to 
state for how maflv yArs the Peripatetic' Reaving School has* been 
working at Nandina in the district of Mymensingh ? , • 

• (b) Is it In the contemplation *f Government to shift the school from 
Nandina to Dewangajij ? * 
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(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that recently in pursuance of a 

letter from the District Board, the Union Board at Dewanganj has 
made necessary arrangements for the accommodation of the school and 
the staff? a 

( d ) Is it a fact that the Weaving Inspector is against the removal? 

( e ) If so, what are the reasons? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

(u) Eight years. 

(b) and <>) ‘There was a projKisal to shift the school to Dewangaffj 
but it had to he abandoned as the accommodation made by the Presi- 
dent of the Union Board at the instance of the District Board was not 
found adequate for housing the increased number of implements, 
appliances and staff recently added to the school. The school has, 
therefore, been retained at Nandina for the present, on the recommen- 
dation of the District Board. Steps are however being taken for the 
transfer of a temporary Peripatetic Weaving School with smdler equip- 
ment and staff now working in the district of Noakhali to Dewanganj 
to meet the demand of the place and the Chairmait of both the Distriot 
Boards have been consulted in the matter. 

(d) No. 

(e) Does not arise. 

* 

Crown Estates in distriots. 

210. Maulvi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing, district by district — * 

(a) the present nuinl>er of Crcwn Estates with aVeas of each estate; 

(h) annual revenue or rent due from each such estate for 1938-19: 

(c) the number of rent suits filed in frown Estates' since the suspen- 

sion of certificate procedure; 

(d) the collections made as a result of rent suits in Crown Estates; 

(c) the collection of 1938-39 and 1937-38 in the' Khas Mahals; 

(f) the number of notices served by Debt Settlement Boards to stay 

execution of rent suits of certificates in the Khas Mahals, 
' during the year 1938-39; and 

( g ) the percentage of collection in 193^39 for each such district? 

The Hon* We Sir BIJ0Y % PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) and (6) As 

regards the number anel land revenue of the estates, the mejnber is 
refefred to Appendix 10 of the Report on the Land Revenue Administra- 
tion* of Bengal for 1937-38. More up-to-date figures are not reaAUy 
available. , , 
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As to the area and land revenue af eaoh estate, it may be pointed 
oat that the figures in many eases are insignificant and that the expeftse 
and labour of copying out the entriei? in Register No. 32 in everj 
district is foot, justifiable, lor instance, in liurdwan district ttiere are 
168 estates with a totai area of £ square miles. 

(c) and (d) The information cannot be furnished without reference 
to all District Officers and its irujiortanee is not commensurate with the 
expense and work invohed in making such enquiries. 

(e) and (//) For the collections during 1937-38 the member is referred 

Appendix 10 of the Report on ihe Land Revenue Administration of 

Bengal for that year where it will be seen that they were IN. 65,93,897. 
The figures for 1938-39 bate not yet l>een compiled and are not there- 
fore atailable. * 

(f) The collection of this information will involve time and labour 
not commensurate with the value of the information sought for. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am leaving out ^notion \o 21 1 and the other 
question 296) tf»r the time being. 


COXERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Money-lenders Bill, 1939. 

* • • 

Mr. 8PEAKER: \\V will now be^rn dNeussion on tbe Bengal 
Money-lenders Kill, but 1 understand that there is a little difficulty 
because owing to the fact thaj there was a recess for the last four or 
five days, it had not been possible to hold certain discussions between 
the different parties both amongst themselves and also with others. 
So, it Jias been suggested to me that I should adjourn the House till 
to-morrow. Is tl^re any objection to that ^ ^ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL : Mqv 1 know it the adjournment 
is sought by Government who are responsible for this Kill 'r' 

Mr. SPEAKER: You had better ask Mr. Gupta who knows all 
about it. * * 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Yes. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p in. on Thursday, foe 
I8th May, 1939, j&t thf Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Jf 18 th Mat, 


Prbceeding* of the Bengai Legitlative A**embJy a**em(}led 
^ under the provision* of the Government of India Act, 193S. 

a A 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on 
Thursday, the 18th May, 1939, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azi/.vl Haque, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, 10 Hon’ble Ministers and 209 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Vaoancy in Bengal Excise Service (Senior). 

*45& Mf, MD. BARAT ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased to state 
whether there is still a vacancy in the BengiJ Excise Service (Senior)? 

( b) If the answer to (o) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state whether it is in contemplation to fill up the post 
by promotion or by direct recruitment ? 

(<*) Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state whether the 
Government are considering tin* desirability of enforcing the Bengal 
Provincial Services Recruitment Rules in general and rule V (3)(b) of 
the said rules in particular when filling up future vacancies in the Ben- 
gal Excise Service (Senior)? 

(d) With reference to the replies to clauses (d)(i) aud (e)(tii) and (iu) 
of starred question No. 3*‘H> of the 18th April, 1939, will tho Hon’ble 
Minister Ik* pleased to state whether rule X {2)(b) of the Bengal Pro- 
vincial Services Recruitment Rules have ever been observed while tilling 
up vacancies in the Bengal Excise Service (Senior), by promotion, 
since the rules were made? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter Ik* {>1 eased to state the reasons for not observing the rule? 

</) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the special 
reasons for promoting an officer of 48 years of age io the Bengal Excise 
• Sei'vice (Senior) as stated in his refdy to question No. 336 (a) (tv) of 
the 18th April, 1939: 
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f th * F0BE8T wd 6X01*1 DEPART' 

MINT (tlM Honbl* Mr. Pratanna Dab R«kyt)s <«) Yes. » 

(6) The matter is under the consideration of Government. f f 

*(c) Yes, but Government will also consider the need* of the 
department. • • 

(d) Yes. 

(e) Does not arise. 


if) The officer in question had been holding charge of districts and 
■carrying out the duties of u Sujierintendent of Excise sftice 11)24 when 
he was below 40 years of age. 11 is eligibility for the post of a Superin- 
tendent of Excise was therefoio recognised long before he reached the 
age of*40. His final appointment to the Bengal Excise Service was only 
a formal matter. 


Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: Will the Hou’ble 

Minister h# pleased to state how long the post has been kept vaeant ? 

The Hcm’ble Mr/PRASANNA DEB. RAIKUT : 1 , annot say 

*>ffhand . 


Prevention of Beri-Beri due to adulteration of mustard oil.* 

*454. Babu NACENBRA NATH SEN: Is the Morale Minis- 

ter in charge«of the Public Health Department aware — 

(./) that Bm-Hfri is widely pre\ a lent in Bengal; and 

(n) .that neither the Government nor the local Indies afford any 
special facilities for treatment of this disea-ey 

* {b) Is the Hgu’ble Minister aware of a popular belief that — 

(i) the use of adulterated nAistard oil is one of the jnincipal causes 
of this disease; 

( ; i ) {bustard oil is largely used all over Bengal as an ingredient of 
food, and for other purposes; and 

(tit) there is widespread adulteration o t inu-iaid oil throi^bout 
Bengal ? 

<• 

(c) If the answer* to (a) and (hi are in the affirmative, what stop* 
have the Government taken themselves and through the local bodies — 

(i) tp prevent the spread of Beri-Bjri; 

*(u) to prevent the adulteratjorf of mustard oil ; and 

(ttt) to provide forttreatment of cases of peri-flBeri \ 
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(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing a 
Ctommission consisting pf expert persons and others interested in* the , 
matter and medical men of the various schools of medicine for finding 
out measures for combating the disease!" 

MINI8TER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and MEDICAL 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. TamizudcKn Khan): (a) (?) Out- 
breaks of Beri-Beri and epidemic dropsy are occasionally reported 
from certain cjist riots in Bengal. 

(u) General and symptomatic treatment is available in the hospitals 
and disiH'nsaries maintained by Government and local bodies as well as 
from private medical practitioners. 

(b) (i) Government are advised that so far as Beri-Beri is con- 
cerned the popular belief referred to by the hon’ble member regarding 
its being caused by the use of adulterated mustard oil is erroneous. 
The sptiologv of Beri-Beri is definitely known to be \itnmin B deficiency 
which results from continued consumption of polished rice which is the 
principal and staple diet ot the Bengali; while in case of epidemic 
dropsy, as far as our present knowledge goes, adulterated mustaid oil 
w r ould appear to be the incriminating factor. There is probably a back- 
ground of vitamin C deficiency in epidemic dropsy. 

'it) Yes. 

(Hi) Yes. It is quite probable that adulterated mustard oil is 
responsible for epidemic dropsy. 

(r) (i) 1/eaflets and pamphlets dealing with pre\ention and cure of 
Beri-Beri and epidemic dropsy have been published by the Bengal Pub- 
lic Health Department and circulated widely through the local bodies 
for the information and guidance of the public. It is up to the local 
bodies to give extensive publicity within their area to the factors 
involved in the causation of the disease. k 

( ii ) Necessary steps are taken by the local bodies, under the pro- 
vision of the Bengal Food Adulteration Act and prosecutions are made 
for sale of adulterated mustard oil. Draft regulations for the control 
and prevention of outbreaks of epidemic dropsy are now under the 
consideration of the Public Health Department. 

(fo) The principal specific treatment of both these diseases con- 
sists of the discontinuance of the use of incriminated articles of food. 

As has already been observed general treatment is available in medical 
institutions and from private practitioners. 

(d) No. 

<Mr. BURE NORA NATH BISWAP: With reference to answer 
(r) (fi), will the Hobble Minister be pleased Co state whether the 
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prosecutions for the sale ot adulterated mustard oil have elided in 
conviction or acquittal? * 

* • 

The Hyi’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Many of them -do end* 
in conviction. 

• • 

Mr. 8\iREN0RA NATH BI8WAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he is aware of the medical opinion that 
it is very difficult to find out whether a certain mustard oil is so 
adulterated that it becomes poisonous? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Thai question does not wium-. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Ilon'ble Minister 
be pledged to amend the Bengal Food Adulteration Act so thut if any 
medical officer say« that a certain mustard oil is unfit for human con- 
sumption, that would come under the purview of that Act? * 

The Hobble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Intensive amendment* 
of the Food Adulteration Act seem to he untsssun , and all these 
things are under the Consideration of Government. 

# Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the lloifble Minister aware 
that the manufacturers of mustard oil do not come under the purview 
of the Food Adulteration Act, and that there is no provision Jor 
preventing them from manulact uring adulterated musturd oil? 

The Hotl’ble Mr. TAMI*ZUDDIN KHAN: ram not awarfnf that 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there is any provision for inspection of the vurious 
factories * in Ualeutta and its neigh horn hood which manufacture mustard 
oil on a large scale? 

The Hon'ble l| r. TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: I think, there are 
provisions % 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware 
that a larfce quantify of mustard oil is imported from (awnpore and 
other districts T»f the United Provinces? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Tee, Sir. 

Bobu NACENDRA NATJ4 SEN: Is the Ilonhle Minister aware 
that these oils are generally adulterated and, if so, what stops hav^j 
been taken to prev$»t their importation? # * 

The H*on f blo Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I do not know whether 
these ’oils are generally adulterate^, 4>ut it is sustierted that a tfood deal 
of imjvorted oil is adulterated. 
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BalNi NAGENDRA NATH $EN: In that case, what steps have 

bfcen taken by Government to prevent tlie importation of such oils? 


Th4 Hon'ble Mr* TAMIZUODIN KHAN? Government eg consider- 
ing the mattef, but it will be apparent ttf the l^onourable member that 

the matter is not an easy one. # * 

% 

Youth Welfare Rind. 


•455. Maulvi MD. ABDU8 8HAHEED: Will the Hon’ble Minister^ 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 

(a) who has been entrusted with the Youth Welfare Fund of the 

Government ; 

(b) what are the clubs and associations that have got grants-in-aid 

from the said Youth Welfare Fund; and 

(c) what is the number of clubs and associations started by Muslims 

and Scheduled Castes that have got help from the Youth 

Welfare Fund in the year 1938-89? * 

MINI8TER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr, A. K. Fazlul Huq): (o) The Physical Director is in 
administrative control ot the scheme, and, so far as nm-school youth 
cluhs are concerned, lie works in consultation with District Councils. 

(b) £ list of clubs -md associations that have received grants b s laid 

on the table. # 

(c) Complete information is not available. Fifty-nine Muslim 
clubs applied for grants, and all (except 10) were given grants. Of 
the clubs which did not receive grants, applications from 8 were received 
too late and one did not qualify for a grant. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (6) of starred question Xo. 4 'to. 


Grants- in-aid to Youth Clubs. 
1938-39. 


District and name of club. 


Amount 

sanctioned. 


Howrah. ki Re. 

‘ (1) Cosmopolitan Club 150 

\2) Howrah Sporting Club 100 

(3) Purbanapara Ankurhati Jubilee Sp. . . 126 

' (4) Howrah Town Club . . . . 75 

# (5) Howrah Union Club . . 75 

(6) Sibpore International Club . t 125 

(7) Youngmens United Association, Bargachi v . 125 
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District and name of eJub. 


Midn apart . 

* 

(8) Morffeola Club * * 

(9) Gangadhar Memorial Club 

(10) Griffith’s Sporting Club, Egra 

(11) Xadigram Rural Reconstruction Association 

(12) Sportsmen Recreational, Tamluk 
il3) Shamganj Village, Chandrakona 
<14) Gopalpur Sporting Union, Lowada 

(15) Nohari Jubilee Club, Garbetta 

(16) Anandapur Sporting Club 

(17) Raragarh Club, Debra 

(18) Ballichak Coronation Club 

(19) Salbani Club 

(20) Garbetta Club 


Bank urn. 

(21) Bank uft* Town Club 
•(22) Dashbandhu School of Physical Culture 

(23) Bankura Muslim Sp Huh 

(24) Yishnupur Towm Sp. Club 

(25) Dhabni Cfcib 

(26) Hijaldiha Youngmen’s Association 

(27) Officers' Club, Khatra 

(28) Sonamukhi Town Club* . • 

(29) Kamala Sporting (Jub. Joyknshnupur 

Bur (Bran. 

(30) Gushkora Sp. Union . .» 

(31) Mankar Public Football Club 

(32) Satgachia Sporting Club 

(33) JVlilan Sanghaf Memari .. . . 

(34) Almamun Club and Library, Dan 

(35) Friends* Athletic 1 Club, Kalna 

(36) Municipal Gymnasium, Kalna 

(37) Arv£ Bayam Samity, Katwa 

(38) Katwa Ahanda Sangha 

(39) Sir Rash Behari Athletic United # . . 

(40) Uchalas Athletic Club 

• 

m Hooghly. 

(41 ) Smriti Mandir, Ghhtia Bazar 

(42) Mohan Inatitut?, Ch insura . t 

(43) Chitoura Union Club 

m Radha Ionian Union Club, Nayasarai • ’ 

( 46 ) Singur Club 

(46) Tarun Bayam Sam^y, Seramjiore | 2.«r-. 


i 
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Amount 

sanction*!. 

• R«. 0 


50 

150 

150 

1(H) 

150 

t . 1(H) 

70 
1(H) 
50 
20 
50 
50 
50 


2oo 

loo 

250 

150 

75 

loo 


40 


250 

50 

250 

100 

50 

150 

2(H) 

2(H) 

50 

250 


^50 


hm 

150 

26# 

100 
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District and name of club. 


(47) Hooghly Ananda SammiJani . 

(48) Arambagh Youngmen’s Association 

(49) Baidyabati Athletic Club 

(50) Siddheswari Sporting Club, Singur 

(51) Chinsura Town Club 

(52) Chinsura Sporting Association 

(53) Serampore Sporting Club 

(54) Hooghly (Antral Association 

(55) Chatra Athletic Club 

(56) Dasgarah Association 

(57) Kumrit Kotalpur Association 

(58) Chinsura Woodburn Club 

(59) Barrackporo Physical Club 

(60) Chinsura Club 

24-Parganas. 

(61) Ananda Math, Diamond Harbour 

(62) Kan) ala Club, Baruipur 

(63) Mohammad Ali Gymnasium Club 

(64) Nabadhai Binapani Sammilani 

(65) Kalsur Sporting Club 
r 

Nadia. 

\ u 

(66) Jugia Gymnastic Club, Kustia 

(67) Kustia Town Club 

(68) Krishnagar Town Club 

(69) Mahabir Bayain Sangha, Santipur 

(70) Kumarkhali Town Club 

(71) Ranaghat Sporting Association 

(72) Swasthyannoati Samity, Ranaghat 

(73) Sports Club, Dignagar 

Je^More. 

(74) Jessore Town Club 

(75) Magura Central Physical Culture 

(76) Narail Occasional Club 

(77^ Young Muslim '» Athletic Club 
(78) Bongaon Youth Welfare Club 
(7ft) Tweodie Sporting Club, Jhenida 

(80) Sunderpur Islam ia Sporting Club 

w Murshidabad . 

(81) Youngmen’s Association, Borabasar 
(S2) Friends’ Union Club, Berhampur' , 
(83) Khagra PhysicaKhilture Club 


J [18th" Mat, 

Amount 

sanctioned. 

Rs. 

150 

50 

100 

20 

loo 

100 

10O - 

100 

20 

50 

20 

100 

20 

200 


50 

100 

50 

200 


50 

2*50 

250 

250 

100 

100 

100 

25 


200 

250 

300 

100 

150 

250 

100 


350 

200 

50 
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Amount 



Ha. 
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Bogta. 

• • 

• 

(84) Brindabanpara Club 76 

(85) Adamdighi Adult Education Centre 100 

(86) Joypurhat Club . . 200 

(87) Dubchanchia Club » . . 100 

(88) Khanjanpur Club f . 200 

(89) Bogra Town Club . . 200 

(90) Kalerpur Athletic Club . . 160 

(91) Jorgacha Jubliee Sp. Club .* 60 

(92) Rameswarpur Palliniangal Club . . . . 50 


Mahia. 


(93) Napra Kendanga Club 

(94) Sujapur Athletic Club 

(95) Enayatpur Union JUibrarv and Club 

(96) Harishchandrapur Sp. Association 
•(97) Rajarampur Sankarbati Association 

(98) Kalitola Sp. Club, Dinajpur 

(99) Bhatpara Sporting Association 

(100) Kaliganga§Sporting Association 

(101) Dinajpur District Sp. Association 

(102) Pirganj Sporting Association 
*(103) Raiganj Town Club * 

(104) Friends’ Union Club, Balurghat . 

(105) Nazipur Sporting Association 

(106) Alammun Club, Shibganj 

(107) Mathurapur Club 

(108) Lahiri Sorting Club 


30 

100 

50 

100 

100 

100 

50 

1<M» 

1(K> 

100 

* 100 
100 
100 
100 
50 
50 


, Darjeeling. 

(109) Voungmen Athletic Club, Kurseong 


75 


Jalpaiguri . 

• t 

(110) Ladies’ Section of the J. C. M. District Sports Association J60 

(111) Kumargt;ain Duar Friends’ Union 50 

(112) Jalpaiguri Town Club ^ • • * * *^00 

(113) Raikatpara Club * » ^00# 

• 

. • 

• • 

. Rajshahi. # • 


(114)’ Rajshahi Town Club 
(116) Naogaon Naojowar^amity 


. . * 


350 

350 
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District and name of club. 


Rangpur. 

1 r 

(116) Khordo Kumarpur Public Association 

(117) Rangpur Swimming Club .. 

(118) Rangpur District Sports Association 

(119) Khega Kharibari Public Library and Sporting Club 

(120) Dalgraru, Athletic Club 

(121) Sundarganj Sporting Club 

(122) Ulipur Maharaja Srish Chandra Public Club 

(123) K. M. Memorial Club, Belka 

(124) Gaibandha Town Club 

(125) Sadullapur Public Club 

Bakarganj. 

(126) Barisal Bay am Sang ha 

(127) Professor Das’ School of Physical Culture, Barisal 

(128) Young Muslim Association, Shehangal 
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Amount 

sanctioned. 


100 

70 

200 

200 

100 

i<xr 

200 

150 

150 

150 


100 

500 

100 


Dacca. 


(129) Narayanganj Youngmen’s Welfare Association . . 180 

(130) Dacca Volley Ball Association . . . . jso 

(131) Shyama Kanta Smriti Mandir, Arail .. .. 175 

(132) Patgram Sporting Club . . . . . , 50 

(133) Silver Jubliee Sporting Club, Shivalaya .. .. ,70 

(134) Munshiganj Friends’ Union Club . . ... 70 

(135) Bajrajogini Sporting Association . . . . 70 

(136) Vikrampore Sporting Association, Munshiganj . . loo 

}t if mni'umjh . 

(137) Dhanikhola Milan Samaj .. .. 150 

(138) Phanindra Memorial Club, Aohinta . . . . 100 

(139) Jubliee Sp. Club, Dewanganj .. .. .. 150 

(140) Kohinoor Sp. Club, Bhadra . , . . . . 35 

(141) Tangail Town Club . . go 

(142) Bhadra Sporting Club . . . . 40 

(143) Vivekananda Vidvalay .. .. .. 200 


Tipptra. 


(144) Comilla Sporting Association .. .. .. 900 

(445) Chandpur Sports Association . . . . . . 500 

Chittagong. 

(146) All Chittagong Physical and Cultural Society, Madarbar. ,200 

(M7) Sadarghat Gymnastic Club . . 120 

(148) Chittagong Health Welfare Society . .. 100 
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► District and name of club. 

f% 

rahartali 8p. Association 

(150) J’aticjccheri Muhammadan Sp.Ulub 

(151) Patiya Muslim \outh Association 

(152) Patiya Football Association . . 

(153) Osmanpur Union Young Muslim Association 

(154) Hadi Fakirhat Sebak Samitv 

(155) Mekhala Friends’ Union Club 

(156) Rangunia Sporting Club 

(157) Cox’s Bazar Athletic Association 

(158) Cox s Bazar Town Club 

(159) Cox s Bazar Tennis Club 

(160) PfTnchalish Muslim Students’ Association 


Amount. 

sanctioned- 

R*. 

• 

50 

135 

100 

1«H» 

100 

100 

60 

90 

25 

30 

30 

loo 


Fa rid pur. 


(161) Faridpur Club 3 t M> 

(162) Young Athletic Club, Habashpur . . 

(163) RajbariJTown Club* 2oo 

(164) Madarijuir Town Club . . 200 

(W5) Madaripur Youngmen’s Club 250 

• 

* Birbhum. 

i 

(166) Suri Town Club .. . . pH* 

(167) Bolpur Town Club » .. . . # 150 


Sonkhah . 


(168) Dutch Kecreation Club .. 17 n 

(169) Xoalthali Town Club I 7 n 

( 170) Muhammadan Sp Club # 17 o 

(171) Western Club .. 190 

• Bakarganj. 

(172) Huq Sporting and Rural Development Society, Barisal .. 125 

* 

Grafts -in -A in to ( a lcttta Clubs ijUiunc 1938-39. 

t 

1 

(1) Sinthee Rashbehari Adarsa Byam Mandir ^50 

(2) Syampooker Sj>orting Club 50 

(3) Xarkeldanga Sir Goorood^p Institute . . . . 150 

(4) Ballyganj School of Physical Culture . . # 75 , 

(5) Swasthya Samity * . . . . 

( 6 ) Bengal Olympic Association . * . . 7&0 

(7) Bengal Athletic Sports Association . . . . » 7 $ 

( 8 ) .Bust? Boys (Y. M. C. A.) * 200 

(9) Khejsghar , * . . . . . . BO 

( 10 ) Bagh bazar Gymnadkun . . * . . 75 
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District and name of club. 

Amount 

sanctioned. 


Be. 

(11) Boys’ Training Association 

. . ° 150 

(12) Bengal Amateur Swimming Association . c 

(13) Gents’ United Club 

. . f 4io 

50 

(14) Laxmi Sammilani 

50 

(15) Crown Sports Association . . 

50 

(16) School of Physical Culture 

150 

(17) Ananda JJfela 

150 

(18) Indian Red Cross Society 

500 

(19) Bengal Basket Ball Association 

200 

(20) Kumartuli Institute 

75 

(21) Bengal Volley Ball Association 

100 

(22) Balak Sangha 

50 

Total 

26,000 


Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state why thfr district of Khulna is absent from the list? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FA1LUL HUQ: That is more than I can 
say; perhaps nobody did apply. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: What is the average 
amount of the grant ? f 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of calculation ! 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether District Councils have been established all 
over Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FA1LUL HUQ: They have not been 
established, as \nu know. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference U> answer (a), 
viz., he works in consultation with District Councils, will the Hon’ble 
Minuter be pleased to state what is the composition of such Councils? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAXLUL HUQ: 1 want notice. 

Dr. NAL4NAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, the answer definitely is that 
the Physical Director works in consultation with 4he District Councils. 
If the District Councils do not exLt, as the Hon’ble Minister has just 
said, then that answer must be wrong. 
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. ^ r ' FAZLUL HUQ: I said, wbmTet the' 

exist. 

• * 

Mr* PREMHARI BARMA: \\ ilf the Hon’ble Minister be please. 
tQ state why the clubs of Dinajpur lmve been shown under tfie Maid 
district f 

SPEAKER: I'hat question does not arise. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister b< 
pleased to state whether instructions were given tfc the Distrie 
Councils in every district of Rental Y 

Tbe Hon’ble Mr. A* K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, 1 was going to explaii 

that. My information is at least three months late. I know tha 
instructions were given but at that time, about three months ago, th< 
District Councils had not been formed or, as far as 1 know, they w«r< 
being forced. Rut they may have been formed, and 1 have no definite 
information at the present moment. 

• * 

m Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister b« 
pleased to state the minimum qualifications for obtaining a grant as ha< 
been indicated in answer (c), wherein it is stated that of the clubs whirl 
did not receive* grants, one did not qualify for a grant P 

Th0 Hofl’ ble Mr. A. 1C. FAZLUL HUQ: # That is for the Phyaica 

Director to *ay. I do not know on w hat grounds these grants aw 
made, but T can give information it I get notice. 

* 

Dr* NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if any specific rule *has been laid down for the issue 
of these grants, or if there is any particular method of selection, or any 
particular items* or an\ qualifying clause Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: So fai as 1 am aware, the 

Physica] Director, acts in consultation with the Director of Public 
Instruction., He has no advisory committee. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR:* Will the Hon ble Minister 

be pleased to state whether in order to qualify for a grant it is necessary 
that these clubs should be^absolutely non-political Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: * That (|uest ion does not arise. * 

B>Mi NACENORA NATH BEN: Will it,** Hon’bl* Kinutv be 
pleased to atate if 1 lit- re if any maximum amount which is available foi 
a club? 


mj . 

Th. Hon’ble 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is difficult for me to 

answer such questions, but the • distribution is in the hands of the 

Physical Direc tor. Government do not know the details, but, as far 

ps I can see, there must be certain rules under which he acts. 

r o 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the* Hon’ble Minister 

please consider the desirability of publishing these rules in the 
Calcutta Gazette tor public information!*’ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I will consider the point. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Is the Ilon’ble Minister 

aware that the money grunted to some of these clubs has been utilized 
for the purchase of Congress membership tickets? 

The Hon’ble Mr* A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I do not understand 

the question. 

Mftulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: My question is whether it is 
a tact that some of the members of these clubs bought tickets which 
entitled them to be members of the Bengal Provincial Congress Con- 
ference out of the money which Government granted to them? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: My idea is that the 
Congress is not so popular us that! (Laughter.) 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR : That is not an answer to my 
question, Sir. I want a definite reply to my question. 

t 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 don’t think that your question arises at all. 

c> 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Does the Hon’ble Chief Minister’s 
reply arise at all? (Laughter.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, it does not. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: I want to know, Sir, how 
these ^grants have been utilized? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ^ That is a matter of detail. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Abu Hossain Sarkar, I think you will agree 

that if there js any case of misuse of money by Government, honourable 
members should first draw the* attention of the Hdh’ble Minister con- 
certed to thut fact before putting questions. 
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Mamvi ABU H088AIN 8ARK-AR: Sir, my question itself, u 

sufficient notice for that. 

• 

• Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that in *he matter of ifistnbution of funds, it is the District Magistrate's 
voice that predominates ami that there is no District. Council in the 
districts of Nadia and Murshidabad? 


Mf» SPEAKER : Dr Saiixal, don t ask about XaiHa. You don’t 
know anything about it. ( Laughter. i 

B atou NACENDRA NATH SEN: H»* routes hoih from Nadia 
and Murshidaliad ! 

Mr. SPEAKER: ])i Sun.xul, I nun tell \ ou foi xour information 
that J got*a notice onlx xesterdax 

Dr. NALINAKStfA SANYAL: Yesterday only! Then let til 
•knoxx xvlm are the members <d that District Comoil. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. Kt FAZLUL HUQ: 1 < a i) not carry all the 
names in nix menmn . I must have notin*. * 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Mv . Sti, is that I am 

debarred by Vour department from sending anx further notice on the 
plea that my quota has been icadied. Your department has, in my 
opinion, put a verx wrong inteipietation on tin* rule t ha t when notice 
is required 1>\ an Double M inistei t lie question should he treated 
as a flesh quest ion and then the question of reaching the quota would 
come in. Then how can I get an answer to mv question? I must 
have, a reply. * • 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Max I submit. Sir. that 
from the*suppleinentar\ questions it appears that information iN nought 
on various pbints, namelx, if there are District Councils all over the 
Province; secondly, if there are mix rules xxjiich guide the distribution 
of grants; thirdly . xx hat is the procedure with regard to areos^rhere 
there are ncf Distric t Councils; fourthlx, if there was a maximum 
limit, whether that limit wits readied; and fifthly, what are the quali- 
fications. In any cash, Sir, I promise to make a statement next week. 

• 

*486.' The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAJLUL HUQ: Maf I sugtfbs t, 

Sir,*that this* quest ion limy stand ^ver as the Hon’ble Minister is ill^ , 

Mr. 8PEAKBR: \ll njcht. We shall t lake up the^est question. 
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Agricultural loan for tho district of Tipper*. 

t 

'' *457. Maulvi JONAB ALI MAJUMDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department Ije pleased to state — 

r 

( i ) what amount of money has been sanctioned for the district of 
Tippera as agricultural loans; 

(it) how much of that amount has been allotted for the subdivision 
of (Jhandpur; and 

(fit) what amount has been spent in that particular subdivision up 
till now showing the amount distributed, union by union? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that acute distress prevails in the No. 2 Kalocho Union, police- 

station Jajiganj, and also in some other neighbouring Unions 
of Hajiganj, Kaohua and Matla police-stations; 

(ii) that no money has vet been sanctioned for those unions as 

agricultural loans to the cultivators; * *■ 

(in) that the paddy crops were damaged by the flood last year; and 

(iv) that there is now scarcity of food and that the cultivators cannot 
purchase sowing (Middy seeds for want of money? 

( c ) Ar* the Government considering the desirability of giving agri- 
cultural loans to all the needy and deserving cultivators of the Hajiganj, 
Kachun and Matlab thanas immediately? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) (t) Rs. 3,82,629 during 
1938-39 and Rs. 75,000 during the current year. 

(it) Rs. 1,740. 

(in) R*. 1,740 in Rajargaon Union Board, police-station Hajiganj. 
( b ) (*) No. 

(m) No applications for loans were received from these unions. 

(»*) The damage was not appreciable. 

(iv) No such scarcity is reported. Sowing is complete. 

fc) Does not arise. 

Mr. DKIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the ffon'Ue Minister 
aw^arc that more than 500 persons of the unions referred to in queatioa 
(6)(«) filed applications on duly stamped papers/ by registered post, to 
the District Magistrate demanding agricultural loans f 
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Th * Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Sir, it i« difficult 

for me to follow the honourable member. Will he kindly repeat the 
question ? • 


Mr a DH I REN DR A, NATH BATTA: My question was; Is the 
Hon ble Minister aware that more than 500 persons of the unions refer* 
red to in question {b)(t) filed applications on duly stamped paj>ers to 
the District Magistrate by registered post, demanding agricultural 
loans y 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No. Sir That 

is not my information. 


Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA, Is the Hon’hle Minister, tiwure 
that a meeting was held in the earh ]>art of May of the residents of the 
unions, in which a resolution was passed demanding agricultural loans 
and that a *op\ of the resolution was sent to the Hon’hle Minister Y 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Sir, I receive so 
^nany applications now-a-da\s that it is difficult for me to retnemW 
whether 1 did recqive an\ such application from this particular union 
or not. * 

Mr. SURENDRA NAXH BISWAS: Mav I enquire what procedure 
Govermnent gdopted in the matter of distribution of agiiculAirul loans 
in tlic district of Tippera? The other day, the Hon’hle Minister 
announced in this House that District Magistrates make local enquiries 
through Subdivisional Officers and (’ircle Officers and make an estimate 
of tlie relief needed and then they begin the distribution of agricultural 
loans.. Ma\ I ask whetliei this procedure whh adopted in the Tipper* 
district also!" » 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The usual 

procedure was adopted. 

• 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon 'ble Minister lie 
pleased to state whether uny enquiry by Government officers wiq^made 
as to whetht*r any agricultural loan was required in the unions referred 
to in question 

TtM.Hon'bl* Sir BUOY PRASAD SING* ROY: In every case 
enquiries arj? made. The Subdivisional Officers, before* submitting 
their recommendations to the Collectors, make a thorough enquiry in . 
their subdivision* ancfyhen submit their recommendations. 
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Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state whether Government grant agricultural loans on their , 
own initiative or only on receipt of applications from the agriculturists? 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Why should 
Government grant loans on their own initiatfve? Nobody grants a 
loan unless asked for. It is the duty of persons w’ho are in need of 
money to ask for loans. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to sta'.e whether he remembers that he announced in this House 
that District Magistrates had been instructed to make enquiries whether 
agricultural loan or an\ other kind of relief w r as needed in their 
district*., through subdivision})] officers and circle officers? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INGH ROY: Certainly. The 
District Officers have their own responsibilities in the matter, but it 
does not mean that the persons who are in need of money should be 
absolved of responsibilities to themselves. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WAS: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether at the conference held by him with the 
M. L. A.’s and M. L. (Vs of the respective districts concerned, It was 
agreed h\ Government that local relief committees, would be appointed 
at , he local units and those committees would be asked to frame esti- 
mates of relief and those estimates would Ik* scrutinised by the Circle 
Officer avd then relief* would be distributed according to the iomm- 
memtatiot! of the Circle Officer, and, if so, whether local iclief 
committees were formed in the district of Tippera ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Local idief 

committees, I understand, have been formed practically everywhere but 
whether in this particular locality, there is a local relief committee, it 
is more than 1 can sn\ at the present moment. Hut my contention is 
that it is true that Go\ernnient have east certain responsibilities on 
the local officers that they must see that everybody w r ho is in need of 
loan should get loan at oikv; but that does not mean that persons who 
are m need ot loan should Ik* indifferent to themselves They have 
got responsibilities to themselves and unless loans a**e asked for they 
are not thrust on people by Government officers. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if lie is satisfied that no applications for agricultural 
loans were received from the union and in view of dhe question put by 
my honourable frialid, Mr. Dhirendra Nath Dutta, will the Hon* ble 
Minister be *p leased to enquire whether any local relief committee waa 
formed in this particular area and whether demands for agricultural 
loan ami other kinds o* relief were made? 



UVKSTIONS. 


1939*1 


4 


The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY • My answer, is 
thifl^that no demand for agricultural loan was made from this particular 
area. But I am prepared to enquire * whet her local relief committee^ 
were fornfhd in this particular area. 

. • ' 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the ilon’Me Minister be 
pleased to state if it is not a fact that the Hon'hle Minister acknowledg- 
ed receipt of such an application and sent a reply to one l)r, Vsufali 
Mazumdar, Secretary of the Krishak I’rnja Smnity. to the effect that 
the matter had lieen senl to the District Magistrate for report Y 


The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I do not remem- 
ber uV the present moment whether there was any application made 
from this particular aiea 01 not. In fact, 1 have not the faintest 
recollection whether I receded an\ application from this particular 
area or not. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Will tin 1 Hon'hle Minister be pleased 
to state whether (io\Vrninent have sufhriciitly educated the people so- 
ns to make t heir grie\an< e- mtelligihle f 

Mr. SPEAKER: Apparently it i" lint a serious question as there 
has been lauglfter from \<m? side * 

Mr. NISHITHA NATN KUNDU: In xieu.of the answer just now 
given by thejlon lde Minister that jiersons who need loans must apply 
and in view of the answer gi\en to Mr. Dhirendrn Nath Dntta that ho 
has no information about the petition signed by *00 people, doe* the 
Hon’blo Ministei think it deniable to enqiiiie into the matter whether 
actually oOO people submitted a )H*tition to ihc District Magistrate 
asking. foi agricultural loans ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRAfAD SING?! ROY: It the honourable 

member will give me parti* ulars, I shall be vei\ glad to enquire. 

Mr. fifAS^NKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of the fact that 
complaints about distribution of loans and relict from various district* 
are forthcoming, will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to consider the 
desirability o/ calling another conference of all district M. L. A. s and 
M. L. (Vs with a view to taking proper steps in the matter Y 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH.B0Y: No, Sir* I 
think the principles adopted at the previous conference §re working 
very satisfactorily. • In fact, ftnverniutnt have already distributed 
nearly R«. 75,00,000 in course *f*the last few months and there Are 
very few complaints. \ 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

o 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 


Medical units deputed to the flood-afrected areas. « 

212. Mr. ABUL H088AIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’hle Minister 
in charge of the Public Health Department be pleased to state — 

(/) the number of medical units deputed last year to the flood- 
affected areas of Bengal ; 

(ii) whether each unit consisted of a Sub-Assistant Surgeon, a com- 
pounder and a medicine carrier; 

{Hi) whether these were mobile units; and 

(iv) whether each unit was supplied with utensils, stoves, a tin of 
kerosine oil and a few gallons of methylated spirit V 

(/>) If the answer to (a) ( / /* > is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state the reasons for supplying the articles to 
-each unit? 

>(c) When did the flood l**gin and subside? 

id) When were the units deputed? , 

(e) What was the number of Muslims in each rank? 

(/) Is it a fact that all the employees were recruited from Calcutta? 

(y) If the answer to (/) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons for not recruiting these 
employees from the muftisstil district headquarter**? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) (/ > <>K. 

( ii ) to (iv) Yes. 

(b) The articles were required for— 

(1) sterilisation of instruments, e.g., syringes for anti-cholera 
inoculations, for saline injections and also for quinine 
injections ; 

^2) boiling water for intravenous and intramuscular saline injec- 

tions for cholera patients; and 

^3) boiling milk and preparing barley water and such articles of 
diet for the cholera, dysentery and malaria patients. 

>(c) The v floods Started and subsided on different dates in different 
districts. Generally speaking they began from 'the second week of 
Jtily and continued to remain higfi nntil the end of September after 
which they generally subsided. 
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(&) A statement showing the number of unite sent to each district 
• or municipality and the dates of their despatch is laid on the table. 

(e) Doc^prs 4; compounders 5; medicine carriers 7. t i 

(J) No. 28 doctors .^35 compounders and 21 medicine carrier# were 
recruited from Calcutta and 40 doctors, 01 compounders and 46 medicine 
carriers were recruited from the tnufassal. 

(g\ Does not arise. 


Statement referred to in the reply to claw* (d) of unMarred qve^um No. 212. 




Number 


Name of the district or municipality. 

of unite 

l>ate of despatch. 



sent. 


1. 

Pabna Municipality 

1 

20th October, 1938. 

2. 

Sherpur Municipality 

1 

24th Oc tol>er, 1938? 

3. 

Faridpur district 

6 

25th Octolwr, 1938. 


2 

3rd November, 1938. 


% 

I 

1st December, 1938. 

4. 

Khulna district • 

3 

3 

25th October, 1938. 
12th November. 1938. 

m 


1 

12th December, 1938. 

5. 

Malda district 

3 

1 

26th October, 1938. 
31st October, 1938. 

6. 

Bakarganj district 

1 # 

27th October, 1938.1 
31st October, 1938. 
15th November, 1938. 


• 

2 

26th November, 1938. 



2 

1st December, 1938. 

7. 

Rajshahi district 

1 

27th October, 1938. 
28th October, 1938. 



1 

31st October, 1938. 



1 

3rd November, 1938. 

8.- 

Mymensingh district 

2 

27th October, 1938. 


• 

1, 

28th October, 1938. 


* 

3 

29th October, 1938. 



1 

31st October, 1938. 



3 

3rd November, 1938. 



1 

7th November, 1938. 



1 

14th November, 1938. 



4 

15th November, 1938. 



r 

6th December, 1938, 
16th December*ni38. 


„ 

i 

9. 

Rangpur district 

6 

31st October, 1938. 


2 

3rd November, 1938# 



1 

1 • 

12th November, 1938. 
^|th November, 1938. 

10. 

Jeesore district • 

. 2 

3rd November, 1938. 


• • 

2 

27th November, 1938. 



1 

1st December, 1938? 

11. 

Nadia district* 

2 * 

6th December, 1938* 
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K Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: In view of the answer (/) as 
compared with the answer (e), that out of 68 doctors 4 were Muslims, * 
v out of 66 compounders 5 were Muslims and out of 66 medicine carriers 
7 were Muslims, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state who .was 
responsible for these appointments dnd the neasons for a, dispropor- 
tionately low percentage of Muslim appointments? 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The Director of Public 
Health rnade^ these appointments. Applications were called for and 
the hum her of Muslim applicants was extremely small. 


Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of taking steps so that such injustice 
may not be done towards any community at any time in cases of 
temporary or emergency appointments of this nature? 


Th. Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: If ,„y friend insinuates 
that there. was an injustice, I am not prepared “to admit fhat because 
applications were called for and Muslim candidates were not forth- 
coming. 

' Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to slate w here were the advertisements published— in which 
papers ? * 1 


Th. Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: As usual, advertisements 
were published. 


Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: M\ question hu<s not been answer- 
ed. M,\ question is — it'i which papers were the advertisetnents 
published? 

Th# Hon bio Mr, TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 want tiotiee for that 
as 1 do not remember exactly in which papers these were published. 

Mr. M, A8HRAFALI: Will the Hop'ble Minister be pleased to 
state if t^ll the Muslim candidates who applied weye given appointments? 

‘Tho Hqn’bl. Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: If I remember aright, 
some Muslim candidates applied, bpt when they were a$ked for inter- 
view, very few of them actually turri^d up aryl as many of them as 
turned up. were, I believe^ appointed. * 
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Period of grant-in-aid to educational institutions, 

; 

213. Maulvi MD. MOZAMMEL Hl>Q: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 

in charge ok the Education Department aware — * * 

♦ 

(?) th§t grant-in-aid to educational institutions used to be sanc- 
tioned previously for a period of three years ; 

{ii) that the period of three years has recently been changed into 
one year; and 

(iiv that for this change and the delay in actual sanction of grant 
the authorities of the institutions concerned fail to make their 
programme to improve the condition of the schools? 

(6; Are the Government considering the desirability of reviving the 
old practice of giving grant-in-aid for three years at a time from the 
year 1939-40? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): un (m Yes. 

(it) Yes, To the extent indicated hereinafter At the instance of the 
Accountant-General, Bengal, Government in their letter No. 2149Kdn., 
dated the iMth July, 1933. sanctioned tin* standardisation of a new form 
(Bengal Form No. ft?80A > h/r sanction of grant-in-aid lndow Its. 100 
per mensem in each case This new form was brought into use fnftn 
1st April, 1934, and the Accountant-General, Bengal, issued instruc- 
tions that all grants-rn-aid below Hn. KM) in each (^isc may be suuctioned 
in the new forfn for one year at a time with effect from the 1st April, 
1934, for conveniences of audit. 

In certain cases, grants-in-aid above Ks. 100 per mensem arc sanc- 
tioned for one year only at a time, namely, when the schools concerned 
cannot fully satisfy the department about their ability to fulfil the condi- 
tions of grant-in-ai<j. Grants to non-Oovernment Arts Colleges are also 
sanctioned annually * 

(fiV) Yes, the present change of procedure for sanctioning grants 

inconveniences the institutions concerned. 

■» 

(b) Yes, so* far as sanction of grants below Its. 1(K) to non-Govern- 
ment secondary sdy>ols and grants to non-Oovernment Arts Colleges are 
concerned. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH *CH AUDHURI s With reference to (6), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why educational grants 
above R$. 100 will rtnt be sanctioned for three years ft 

• * 

Tbe Hon'bfe Mr* A. K. FAZLQL HUQ: The decision was taken 
on certain considerations, but tb£ point will be reconsidered if, in the 
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opinion of the Department, any case of considerable hai^ship is made 
<'ut which calls for remedy. 

s Raj HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that unless grants are continued for at least three f years, jt is 
impossible for schools or colleges to fftime thein budgets and administer 
their institutions properly!' 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes; I admit there are in- 
conveniences in yearly grants, but at the present moment I have not been 
advised to change the rules. I will bear the question in mind and the 
points that have been urged. 


Message from the Bengal Legislative Council. 

The Secretary then read the following message: — 

The Bengal Legislative Council at its meeting held on the 12th May, 
1939, has agreed without an) amendment to the Calcutta Police 
(Amendment) Bill, 19119, and the Bengal Excise (Amendment) Bill, 
1939. The Council has also passed the Bengal Finance Bill, 1939, 
with certain amendments. 

Unanswered questions. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: §ir, you may remember I 

mentioned to you about the questions which 1 put in the last session, 
about eight months ago. but which were not replied to! According to 
your advice 1 submitted a note on the subject. Will you now kindly 
remind the departments concerned about the questions that have not 
yet been replied to? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 will look into the matter. 

« 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: We have not got any time-table 
or agenda for this day's work. 

t 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes; they have been distributed. We will continue 
any business remaining from the llth May. 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

Tbs Btngal Monty-ttndsrs Birt, t 1SSS. 

t « 

* Mr. SPEAKER} l think ,it is not necessary to issue a tresn notice. 
It is understood that until the Money-lenders Bill is finished, it would 
be taken from day to day. Cnless trovernme#! decide otherwise I am 
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not anxious it all that we should meet on Saturdays. In a heavy 
session like this it will he too trying to meet on Saturdays. We w f jll 
meet* on week-days as usual. # 

We wiil now take up the discussion on the Money-lenders aBill. 


I might announce £hat yesterday there was u conference of the* 
leaders of different groups and parties and there it was agreed that the 
definition should be taken up first. Immediately after that, sections 
28, and 29 in chapters VI and VII will be taken up. They are really 
the crux of the whole Bill. Then chapters HI, IV, and V will be- 
taken up. • 


So far as the definition is concerned, the principle which 1 will 
follow is this: Immediately after I finish section 1, 1 come to section 
2 whieh deals with definition. Section l is not ver\ important. 


So far as section 2 is concerned, there are four or five definitions 
which are inter-connected, theijSftmurY ones of which are No. 10, No. 11, 
No. 12 and No. 19 and No. t which \sas omitted by the committee. 
These five Jeally are inter-related. I propost* that these five be taken, 
together and if there is any amendment in connection with this section 
on behalf df Government or on which Government want to give their 
consent,, they will be moved ami discussed. If there are any other 
amendments arising out of this section. I propose to take them after 
that. • 


( laute /. 

• o 

Mr. 8PEAKER. The question before the House is that clause 1 
stand part of the Bill. 

, Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We have got amendments to that 
also . B 

Mr. SPEAKER: Those are minor amendments. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it your idea. Sir. that those 
minor amendments will be overlooked? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I have got to learn many lessons, 
mainly from the point of view of the objection raised by you^ You 
ought to reihember that I have to put every clause before the House 
before the discussion on it begins. I have to put clause after clause. 

Dr. NALINAKiHA SANYAL: 1 am glad that you have now been 
putting th* clauses in the form regular and parliamentary, and *you 
have revised* your previous arrangements. I was simply non-plussed 
formerly, when you the quotation and we had to go to the poles. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Men live to learn. 
N|>. 30 . 


We now take up f amendment 


% Dr. .NAUNAK8HA 8ANY%L: May I know it Government is in 
.a position to make a statement on the terms of the compromise? 

* • t 
Mr. SPEAKER: On the clauses 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I submit that you will let the 
House express itself and you will not express yourself so much as to 
make the course of discussion different from what it would be otherwise. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Is the Hon’ble the Chief Minister prepared to make 
statement on the whole Bill ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: A statement is neces- 
sary from Government regarding its attitude on clause 2 ( 10 ), namely, 
such loans as w r ill be excluded and not brought within th^ purview of 
the Bill. If the honourable members opposite want me to speak on 
that 


Mr. SPEAKER: There is no amendment on elapse 1? 

I 

'Hie Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Government has no 
amendment. 

« * 

Mr. 8PEAKER: l take it that Government stands by clause 1? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Yes. 

i 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 beg to move amendments 82 and 
88 and 1 think they will be accepted by Government, because they are 
going to help Government considerably. 

I beg to move that in clause 1 (o), line 1, for the \u>rd “date” the 
word “dates” be substituted. 

< 

1 also beg to move that in clause 1 line 1, for the word “it” 
the words “different provisions of the Act" be substituted. 

Tk a idea is that the Government may be empowered to enforce 
different parts of the Act on different dates. The Act as a whole may 
be difficult to apply immediately, but 1 slibmit. Sir, that the country 
cannot wait any longer in obtaining relief so far as the chapters relating 
to the rates of interest and such other relieving chapters are concerned. 
Probably it* will be difficult for Government to enforce registration, to 
enforce chapter IV relating to accounts straightaway. Sohie time must 
‘he given, as in the ^ase of licence tiAe has aljfcady been provided in 
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th* body of the Act itself that it should he withiu six months of the 
m operation of the Act. Obviously Government will have to frame & 
number of rules 

% 

Mr. ABDUL BARI On wha# subject . v 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; W ill \ ou please wake up; you ought 
to have followed it. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Let there he not too much loud voice.* 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; This question only relates to the 
extent Qf the applicability . the time in which this Act will he applied 
and the method by which the Act will be made applicable. I am only 
touching the time-limit and 1 am proposing for the convenience of the 
members of the Coalition Party that such provisions as are immediately 

needed be enforced at an earlv date. 

• 

Such other provisions which mas require preparation of forms and 
other preparations that Government will have to undertake, appointment 
ok officers, and so on. mas wait, but so far as those sections are con- 
cerned «vhich relate to the grant of reliei they should he enforced 
without any delay. * With that object in view I have proposed that 
instead of “it”*they, v.c., “different provisions ot the Art” he substi- 
tuted and that instead of the word “date.” “dates” l>e substituted. 
I suppose the Government *will have no difficulty in accepting these 
amendments because t lie v are only going to strengthen the hands of 
Government and help them in examining the different provisions and 
the applicability of different provisions at different dates. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The Rou ble Minister 
will 'reply. But 1 do not think that the amendments of Dr. Sanyal 
have much merit To commend themselves t* the House. These are 
unnecessary. As Dr. Sanyal has* himself pointed out the provisions 
turn on clause 8 which itself contains the provisions for several noti- 
fications of the date6. But as regards the question of interest, 
Dr. Sanyal will see that, as framed, the date of commencement is not 
of particular importance for the material provisions regarding interest 
are at present fixed to operate effectively from the 1st of January 
As that would so in any event, there is really no reason why separate 
provisions of the Act should l>e brought into operation at different 
dates. I think, Sir, ,the amendment should be opposed. % 

The motions of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that *in clause l f (J), liye 
1, for the Vor^J “date” the word “dates” and that in the same line, 
for the word “it” the words “different provisions of the Act” b*» substi- 
tuted, were then put anil lost. 1 
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Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS; Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
l\3) t lines 1 to 3, for the words “on such date as the Provincial Govern* 
f merit may by notification in ttfe Official Gazette appoint” the words 
“on thfe date when it has received the assent of His Exceflency the 
Governor” be substituted. r # 


TOR at amendment ait $COT*TT E/t OTTS - S 5OT l at TOE t<?M N 

TO CTO to'JESI ER R$T TOR EEOT EETW) fHtSR EOT RCEREt TOOT 

croft aw cro — otr at Tors tot totr? oter aero, ast oteto toeh 
to nsto — Tfj'RC’frs ototets at to toce* «rrwt ms: at* jot ott i tot in? 
tot to fro at te«(W> toro: ceTtrO)? cere Tot ®ttre ottot — ( o*Rit c 
EETWi), Select Committee C«P R to RfTO aRR TO fTOTfEOT 
CETRRE ERE 4 tofrT $1W8R radical RTRR, Tito COTERE TO a tofrT TO5T 

wrw otet aJr mi cerc® otere ot i at tor h v oiT^e cece 

etOTteeI ece r wr&r® TO es<cec*$e to? tot otto tor to ee otet to 

CETEtot ETTOEEI CERRE OT 1 ®TEET OTQ f<*UM IE RRe l f<C k tHto; tocST R 
ETETCE TOTRE OTTO TO ETR OTT5 a to 1>l RWE*t EfE5 RTCEE TO W 
OTOTSTOt, OTTO ET-EjE TOR TO® at to^T ®TsOTTO OTTSTOl at fTO OTTREE 


TOTTO CTO® RTECE EET TOR provision «(TR 1 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order, Mr. lliswas, 1 cannot allow auv 
general discussion on this amendment. You must* confine yourself to 
the point as to why do you consider it necessary that it should be given 
effect to not on such date as t lie Provincial Government may by notifica- 
tion in the Official Gazette appoint, but on the date when it has received 
the assent of llis Excellency the Governor. 


Mr. RASIK LAL BI8WA8: Yes, Sir, sTO Rt EETt CTOOT OTtfEl 
TOTCE TO TO CTO COTTO OT TO OTTO ETfE fE CTO EE EET E^fECE CETOCETt 
at fTO EIRE CTO RTECE $*<R TOR ETERT ®TTR 1 Co-operative Society 5 
TO CTO COT TO E*TOTER OTOTEI at fTO ®TTR t Loan Company E TOTtTR CTO 
RTECE TO EEER ETERT® at fTO ®TR I STTET HBISH R OTOT OTR RTERE $*R 
TO&Tf ® WOTTFR CETCE TO^E OT CTO RER <TTOT® at fTO ETR l money- 

lending a lisenoe a? ete*et aro otr, e^re to eeter tort act? otci, er 
TORE TO ER OT OTE TORT OTTT, aOT OTto RTTO® instalment a TOTE 
EEER TORT® a? TOT TOR l OTC^t a tot)T OTR R*t, OTOTRt Wf- 

rotr? Jttoft? ^Tro rice m to otot r, tfro? Sw? otto ott ote 

nTWl TOOT TOE CTOfE OTSlOT OTTO OTtH RTOTO OT»n * TO TO< R OTOT Eto 
OTTOE TO ^ET CTO R Select Commivtee CTO R TOTR toft to®r 
TOR OTET OTERT OTW*E TOE OT l E$CTO REjto OTOlEOT E^CElf ® EETERTO 
jf’tE ROT R OTR OTET EjtECT aEE TO® OTE^ OTt I ETCRt at OTJ^CEC'S* ETW EfE OTTEE 
fERRTO RTO R®IT ER, OT*TO TOR TORT R, 0 TO .fE Vo ETO1 TOT® atf 
crgr TOtofl CTOTO OTI Educa^on :^CPR OTTOTR® CTOft R; EJE? TO 
ROT® TOEto TO R8OT TOtoll EOT El OTt I ^Rtt aEET ftfETO CETOTS8 
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9# ftp Wff a» «flt* TOfRRt TO, 5TCftt<« W f TO ? OTTO W*TO. W > ’H 8 TO 

flror ?Ttnr? cror iwow* <ror aowiWo trot <* faro wro f<R ctttj rtokt 
wu* jtooVuto; =m «nf* *m *f* tfsro rm sfcfaf* at House a rito. 
«nrtro tot. Vrar fB’or tor. o*rcrfc af anrtw toj«tto wiwr i 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Sir, I beg to move that in clause itt 

line 3, after the word “appoint” the words and figures “but uot later 

than the 31st December, 1939” be inserted. * 

• 

In moving this amendment 1 beg to submit that Mr. Rasik Lai 
Biswas has already put forward the reason win a fixed date should be* 
given. We have seen in the pasi that we cannot solely depend upon 
the Ministry. They are sometimes guided by the members on m\ left* 
As regards this Money-Lenders Bill they have done many things and 
we have also seen that the Government have shifted the dates for the 
consideration of this Rill from day to day and they are even non?r 
prepared toaahift the date. It is tor this reason that there should be 

some fixed date on which the Act should come into operation. 

# 

• Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause l(.7) f 
in line*3, after the word “appoint” the words “but not later than the 

31st dulv, 1939” be inserted* 

• % 

In moving my amendment I beg to submit that the reasons are tho 

same as tho.ie given b\ Mi^ Rasik Lai BLwas and Mr. Shahcdali and 
I only want to add that as the Bill is intended fo prove beneficial to a 
large number of debtors in these difficult times ot distress, the sooner it 
is passed iuto law and given effect to the better. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There are three Amendments on this point as h* 
the date of the applicability of the Act. The first is proposed by 
Mr. Rasik Lai Bisaras that it should take effect from the date on which 
it has* received the assent of His.Kxcellency the Governor; the wound 
by Mr. Shahedali that it should come into force not later than the 31 at 
December # 1 939 and. the third by Mr. Md. Abul F uzl that if should 
come into fore*? not later than the 31st July, 1339. 

« 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWAROY: Sir, I suppose iievnay 
be taken for granted that Government oppose all these amendments. 

Rti HARENDR/) MATH CHAUDHURI: Oo a point of orefcr, 
Sir, who ip in charge of the Bill ? 

* . 

TIM Hon’bi. Mr. IL t. SUHRfcWARDY: The Hon’ble Naw*b 
Musharruff Hossain is :q| charge of the Bill. f 




The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

You know, I am unwell, and therefore I have asked my friend, 
Mr. Kuhrawardy to reply on my behalf. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I thought that the first 
speech to the gallery would have been on a more important point than 
the quest ion as to when the Bill will come into operation. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: You are used to making speeches 
to the gallery. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : No, 1 am not used to 
making speeches to the gallery; that I neserve for the honourable 
gentlemen on the other side, because the gallon is tfteir particular 
jurisdiction. 

Sir, there is no reason win the Bill should not be brought into 
operation at the time it is published. We deny the charge that we have 
been prolonging this Bill. The Bill has been considered vers thorough- 
ly, and we have taken great pains over it and we have been most 
anxious to bring it to discussiop as early as possible. But everybody 
realises that this is u most difficult Bill and affects very large interests 
which have to be considered from all points of view. If Government 
bad not l>een desirous of patting this Bill on the Statute Book as. early 
as possible, Government would not have prolonged this session and, in 
fact, insisted on continuing with this Bill in this session. There is no 
reason at all to apprehend that we shall not bring it into operation as 
early as we can. 

Regarding the umendihents of Mr. Shahedali and Mr. Abul Fazl, I 
am afraid, if we are unable to bring it into operation by a specified 
date, the Bill will again have to come back to this House for considera- 
tion, as 'was the case with the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act. In 
that case a certain date was given, and owing to certain circumstances 
we could not bring it into operation by that date and we had to modify 
it. There are certain rules 6f procedure according to which the Bill 
will go from here to the Upper itovse. We do not know what will 
happen there, whether it will he passed there without any alteration or 
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not and thereafter it may come back to this House, and we do not. knot 

ako w-hether we will accept the annulments of ,| !P Fpper House Ar 

f° eie ore ** 1 au tf e, °«s to tix.any date, as has been su^rfjested 

by these 4 wo members. * 

* I. therefore, recommend tlntf all these amendments he opposed. 

The motion of .Mr. Itasik Lai Biswas tlm, in elause l(.i). lines 1 to 
3. for the words “on such date as the Provincial Government may by 
notification m the Official Gazette appoint", the words "on the date 
when it has received the assent of His Kvcllencx .he Governor” ke 
substituted, was then put and a divi-mu taken with •the following 
results: — * 


AMU Wall*#, Maoivi. 

Aka H attain Sarkar, Maulvi. 

Abol ran, Mr. MP. 

A hoit* Khan Mr. ByaP. 
AtimoPPInAhmaP. Mr. 

Baatrji, Mr. P. * 
tantrji, Mr. Balya Prlya. 

•antr|tt, Mr. tlhaatli. 
laoarjtt, Or. Bortah Chanpra. 

•Barm a, Baho Pramharl. 

Barma, If r. Poapajit. 

Baraiaa, Baho Shyama Proa%*. 
Barmaa, Baho Up*n*ra Nath. 

Baao, Mr. Saataah K Attar. 

Bhawmlk, Dr. BablaPa Ohaapra. 
Biaoraa, Mr. Batik Lai. 

Blavat, Mr. tor*o*ra Nath. 

Batt, Mr. Sarat Ohaapra. 

Ghakrabarty, Mr. Paftmpra Nath. 
Ohakraharty, Baho Nartaira Narayao. 
GhattapaPhyay, Mr. HaripaPa. 
OkaoPkori, Bai Hartnpra Natk. 

Oat, Baho Mabim Gkaapra. 

Oaa, Mr. Mtamabaa. 

Daa Bopta, Baho Kha«aapra Natk. 

Oaa ttopta, or. 4 . M. 

Daa* B apt a, trijat Nartnpra Nath. 
Oatta, |lr. DhlrtaPra Nath" 

Dalai, Mr. Naraapra Nath. 

Dotta Bopta, Mitt Mira. 

Dotta MaxomPar, Mr. Nihartapo. 

E aiPaPol Him*. Kaxi. 

Bhaaa, Mr. Atal Krithaa. 

BlaaoPPia AhmtP, WV. 

PafatoPPia Haahaaiy, Mr. Ijpp. 


AYES — 70. 

Jaiaa, Mr. I. D. 

Janah Ali MaJomPar, Maoivi. 
Kooiar, Mr. Atol Ohaapra. 
Kunpa, Mr. Niahitha Nath. 

Marti, Mr. Nikoitja Bthari. 
Maitra, Mr. Surtnpra Mthaa. 
Maji, Mr. APoraita Komar. 
MaJoniPar, Mrt. Htmaprova. 

Mai, Mr. lawar Ohaapra. 

Maaptl, Mr. AmrHa Lai. 

ManPal, Mr. Pagvapra Nath. 
Manpal Mr. Krlahna pratap. 
Maniruxiaoipa lalaaiahaPi, Maoli 
Maphil Naaala, Mr. 

Mokhtrji, Dr. H. 0. 

Mukhtrji, Dr. Bharat Ohaapra. 
Molllek, Irljut Aahutaah. 

Nukar, Mr. Mfm Ohaapra. 

Pala, Mr. BaraPa Praaaaaa. 
Pramaaik, Mr. Tarialcharaa. 
BamiiuPPIa AhmtP, Mr. 

Boy, Mr. Charu Ohaapra. 

Bay, Mr. Kamaikriahaa. 

/•I, Mr. Kiran lankar. 

Ray, Mr. Kithtri Pati. 

Bay, Mr. Maamathi Nath, 
laayal, Dr. Naiinakaha. 

•anyal, ^r. Baaaaka Btkhar. 

Baa, Baho Nagaapra Nath. 
BhahtPaii, Mr. 

Biaha, Brijot Maaiapra Bhotaa. 
Bor, Mr. Haraapra Komar. 
Thakor, Mr. pramatha Baajao. 
Waiior Nahmaa, Maulvi. 

Zamaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOEf — 112. 


AhPoi Bart, Maoivi. 

AhPol Ha Ax, Mr. Mlrxau 
AhPoi HxPx, JBr. Mia. 

A Mai Hakaap, Mr. 

AhPal jfaktm, Moot*. * 

AhPvl Hakim V Ik rampart, Maoivi l 
AhPoi HamiP, Mr. A. M. I 


AhPoi HamiP Bhah, Maoivi. 

AhPoi Pahbar, Maoivi. 

AhPoi KaPar, Mr. aha* Lai Maah. 
AhPoi Karim, V. 

AhPoi Wahaa Kbaa, Mr. • 
Abiolla-al MabmaaP, Mr. 

* AbPor Bakmaa, Kbaa BahaPar A. P. I 
AhPor Batch IP ^ahmaaP, Mr. 
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liliMiil AknaB, M«Hvl 


AV«r Baal, Mr. Mkk. 

AMm thahMB. Maalvi «. 

Alai Hawaii AknaB, Mr. * 

vital QIIHM, Maalvi. 

Atkaryya CaaaBfcary, MakaraJ* Back! Xaata, af 
MaktafMka, RyMi«lf(k. 

Altai Alt, Mr. 

AkMl Alt faayvtyari, Kkaa BakaBar Maalaaa. 
AkaH Atl MrtBka, Maalvi. 

AkattB Haccafa, Mr. 

AttaiaMta AknaB, Kkaa BakaBar Maalvi. 

Anlaatlak, Kkaa Safcik Maalvi. 

^w.krafaU, Mr. M. 

AalaB Maatala Kkaa, ‘Maalvi. 

Aar at AH, Mr. M B. 

Mata, Mr. Aatiajra Nath. 

•atl-Mwt, Min F. B. 

Mlrknyrc, Hr Hcary, Bart. 

Alan* attack, Mr. L M. 

IklMaalalc, Mr. 4. W. 

4)1 ark, Mr. I. A. 

«at, Mr. Anakal OkaaBrt. 

A at, Hal lahik Klrtt Bkataa. 

Matt, Bala Dtbtnira Natk. 

Ctflar, Mr. UycaBra Natk. 
iFailal Hat, the Hta'hlc Mr. A. K. 
if axial QuaBIr, Kkaa BakaBar Maalvi. 

Fulvr Raknaa, Mr. 

(Failar Raknaa <Mymcaaia|k), Mr. 

Malan larwar Hataiai, Mr. Ikak ByeB. 

Manat, Mr. I. A. 

•Brlffitkt, Mr. 0. 

Bapta, Mr. 4. N. 

•AarAUf, Mr. Oamkar tla|k. 

MaflsaBBIa OkaaBkary, Maalvi. 

HanIBaBBIa AknaB, Kkaa lahik. 

Haaaaasxanai} Maalvi Ml. t 
Jlatan All Kkaa, Kkaa Bakalar Maalvi. 

Matlaa MartkaB, Mr*., M.B.I. 

Hatanally JawaCar, Kkaa lakil Maalvi. 

MaaBry, Mr. DaviB. 

IBrla AknaB Mia, Maalvi. 

•BalalaBBIa AknaB, Kkaa BakaBar Maalvi. 

Baalnatiia AknaB, Mr. * 

KaMraBBIa Kkaa, Kkaa BakaBar Maalvi. 

KaaaaBy, Mr. I. B. 

BBaBragar, Mr. B. B. 

BBaBiaBBla AknaB, Dr. *’ 

The Ayes being 70 and the Noes 


Maiatrt, Mr. L T. 

MaktakaBBIa AknaB, Kkaa BakaBar MaalBi. 
MaaBal, Mr. Baaka Bvkari, 

MaaBal, Mr. Bafat OkaaBra. * 

MaairaBBIa AkkaaB, Maalvi. 
riarfaSia, Mr. F, 4. 

Mllvt, Mr. C. W. 

Millar, Mr. 0. 

Margaa, Mr. B., O.I.E. 

Maxaatnal Hag, Maalvi MB. 

MakannaB Altai, Kkaa taklk Maalvi BytB. 
MakanmaB Ikrakin, Maalvi. 

MakannaB Itkaaaa, Maalvi. 

MakannaB tiBBIgaa, Kkaa BakaBar Dr. Bytk. 
MakannaB lalalnaa, Kkaa laklfc Maalvi. 
Mellick, tkc Haa'kta Mr. MakaaBa Bek ary. 
Malllck, Mr. Falla Bckary. 

Matkarrafl Hawaia, the Haa'Mt Navrak, Kkaa 
BakaBar. 

Mattagaaial Hagaa, Mr. lyaB. 

Matt ala All Dvaraa, Maalvi. 

NuinaBBia, tkc Haa’kla Kkaraja Hr, K.C.I.E. 
Nertca, Mr. H. K. 

Raknaa, Kkaa BakaBar A. M. ^ 

Raikat, tht Haa’kla Mr. Frataaaa Dak. 

Ray OkaaBkary, Mr. BlraaBra Kltktrc. 

Rataar Raknaa Kkaa, Mr. 

Rati, Mr. 4. B. 

Ray, tkt Naa’klt Hr Bl)ay FrataB Hagk. 

Ray, Mr. Fatiran. • 

BaBarvBBia AkaiaB, Mr. 

•aaaalllb, Dr. 

Barkar, Baba MaBkataBaa. 

Barker, tkt Haa’klt Mr. Naliai Raajaa. 
Battoaa, Mr. R. M. 

Barajai Itfan, Mr. 

BkakakaBBIa, Mr. Kkwaja, O.p.E- 
IkamaBBia AkmtB KkaaBkar, Mr. 

Bkantal HaBa, Maalaaa. 

BlrBar, Bake UttaMviBa. 

Snith, Mr. N. Brakaat. 

Btavta, Mr. 4. W. R. 

BakraararBy, tkt Haa'klt Mr. H. B. 

TanixaBBia Kkaa, tkt Haa'klt Mr. 

Taft! AkntB OkaaBkary, Maalvi HaJI. 

Walktr, Mr. W. A. M. < 

Zahar AkntB OkaaBkary, Maalvi. 

112. the motion was lost. 


The motion of Mr. Shuhedali that in clause lfo), in line 3* after the 
'word "appoint** the words and figures "but not later \han the dlst 
December, 1939” be inserted, was then put and lost.- 

TL. motion of Mr. Md. Abul Fail that in clause 1(3), line 3, alter 
the word "appoint” the words "but not later than the 31sf July, 1939” 
l)f inserted, was then put and lost. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Charu Chandra Roy, your motion is not in 
order. v 

# The question that clause 1 stand part of the Bill was* then put and 
agreed to. * i 
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Clause 2. 

Mr* SPEAKER: We shall now tn^e up clause 2. 

.Dr. nAlINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, may I submit that you have 
the right % to split up the clauses f aud the amendments 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sa rival, you may rest assured that I ain doing 
my best, but whether you agree with me or not, that is more than I 
can say. (Laughter.) 

I propose to take up the definitions of “luink", “loan”, “money- 
lender”, “money-lending business", all these four now, and 1 think, 
incidentally, that another item, namely, the definition of “lender”, 
should be taken up along with it. because 1 think that the last one 
stands in the same position as the other four. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, it was agreed that clause 2 (10) 
should be t^ken up first. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: *lt will depem 1 on whether you are going to 
exclude "bank”. Therefore, t lie definition of “bank” will come up 
first. • 

Dr. NAL!!tAK8HA 8ANYAL: I submit, Sir, that it should cAme 
up later on. 

* • • 

Mr. SPEAKER: That means double discussion, and I hope you 
realise that. I’nles* you define "loan”, you cannot take up "money- 
lending business”, because they are absolutely the same. 

* 

' Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: So, "loan” has to be defined first. 

» 

Mr. 8PEAKER: All right. # I have nonobjection to that. 


* I 
71 

0 


Th$ HpiTble Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, the position is this. 
I think Dr. Sauyal wished to know to what extent Government could 
go with respect tp the amendments which I have had the honour to 
table. 9 m 

It will niifke the position quite clear if I were to say that in tabling 
those amendments Government intended them to l>e the basis of dis- 
cussion, without their’being exactly the views of Government. 

Sir, so far as the definition of “loan”, namelV, clause 2(10), is con- 
cerned, I am afraid. Sir, that Government have not been^able to *g®t 
beyond the question regarding scheduled banks, and if you will gjye 
me leave, Sir, I wouldftlike to move my amendment 
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Mr. SPEAKER: The only point tor the time being ts whether we 

*»hould take up clause 2(10) first or any other definition. 

» » 

r 

ThO Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: My submission, Sir, is 
that clause 2(7 0) should be taken up c first. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That will do. That is the only relevant point. 
The House will now consider the definition of “loan”, namely, clause 
2 ( 10 ). 

Mr. Kuhrtiwardy, you have got an amendment on this? 

The Hon’blt Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Yes, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, before the Hon hie 
Mr. Suhrawardy speaks, may I submit one thing? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: When we were in the eonfeience 
summoned by you, we understood that if Government gave us a general 
indication not merely with regard to th ; s particular clause but with 
regard to the other clauses that were likely to come tip, e.g., rute of 
interest or retrospect i\e effect, it would he difficult tor the House to 
come to any decision regarding loans unless and until wo jsnew whether 
such loans were or were not likely to have retrospective* effect or wc’e 
not likely to he governed by the new rates of inteie^t that this Hill is 
going to impose. I want to know, Sir, whether Government stand up 
to that principle or whether they stand In t lie statement just now made 
by the Hoit'ble Mr. Suhrawardy, regarding applicability from the 1st of 
January. If we take the Hill as it stands, then it would he difficult tor 
us to follow the debate clause by clause. Presuming that the Hill, as it 
stands, will have applicability, let us have some indication of that now, 
Sir. 


The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir. 1 am afraid that 
that is somewhat impracticable, because every clause will have to be 
take^ up separately and dealt with separately. As the various clauses 
stand, Government have not moved any amendments ' in respect of 
retrospective effect, nor have they moved' any amendments in respect of 
rates of interest. Therefore, so far as it is apparent from the papers 
which have Imjcu circulated, as at present advised; Government stand 
by the classes as have been sent in by the Select Committee. On the 
question of definition of loan, I w*a? submitting to you and asking your 
permission to move my amendment N\>. C of th# further amendments at 
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pag^ 3 in t4o parts. With your permission, I would like to move only ^ 
that ‘ after clause 2 (10) (c), the following sub-clau&e be im&ertiM, 

► namely 

(d) \ loan advanced before or aner the commencement 1 of this 
Act — » 

* 

(?) by a bank which was a scheduled hank on the 1st * 

January, 1930, or by a bank which lias been 

declared to be a notified bank under section 2A, 
whether or not such bank was a scheduled bank^*e , '* f 
was m> declared to he a notified hank, as the case 
may he, at the time the loan was advanced. ” 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, may I know if he will move 

only the first part and tin* second part will not he moved at all i» • 

future Y 

The Hqp’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I propose to move the 
second part separately in future. I would like to none only this amend- 
ment, because this jtmeudniciit regarding scheduled hanks does not 
.affect, if I may submit, the other amendment*. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I thyik there would he difficulty, and in that 
ca*e you wil)*not finish in two months. • 

The Hon’ble Mr. H.*8. 8UHRAWARDY; Sir, I do^not think 

there would he much difficulty. We may non .unsold these hanks and 
the scheduled hanks and their exclusion which lorm one of the most 
important controversial items oi the Bill and are subjects of many 
minutes of dissent. With ygard to the other amendments, which are 
more or less lumped together, I do mff think then* would he very much 
difficulty. Alter all, iheie are 
• 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your poi^t is that tor the time being you want 
to decide whether scheduled hanks should he excluded from the opera- 
tion of tjie definition of “loan . I hat is the onlv point that you want 
to raise nowj* 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDV: Yes, Sir. 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. JFAZLUL HUQ: Sir, may I at this stage 
intervene and make tie position of Government clear if it ha* not b£en 
made so by the statement made by the lion b!e # Mi. FT. *S. Sulirawacdy P 

Now* Sir, the bona tides of Government has been challenged by 
Mr.*Rasik Lai Biswas in the opening speech. But I may tell the House ^ 
that it is the Government which have brought forward this Bill. 
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^Dr. Xalinaksha Sanyal : No, Sir, it was a private' Bill.) You 
Ma y go on questioning. Government are most anxious to place this 
Bill as an Act on the Statute Book. The position we take up is this: 
iwe havf been able after long deliberations to come to a conclusion on 
certain points and we hope to finish our debate and our deliberations bv 
to-morrow. Once we namely, Government in consultation .with the 
Coalition Party, make up our mind, we want to let the Opposition know 
what the position is, and I hope once the position is made clear by 
mutual agreement, there ought not to be very much time wasted over 
^Che other provisions of the Bill. There are just a few controversial 
matters and once these are decided the rest will be plain sailing, so 
that there cannot be any apprehension that it will take a very long 
time. It may take some time in the beginning to settle the contro- 
versial matters, but when that stage is got over, the rest will be a very 
easy matter to deal with. Therefore, I think, Sir, the course 
suggested by the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy may be accepted for the 
moment, and by to-morrow we shall be able to put before the House 
a. complete picture of what we propose to do. < 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think, it would lie best if we carry on general 
discussion for half an hour and adjourn the House at half past six. We- 
will take up the matter again to-morrow. In the mean time, discussion 
may proceed only on t lie point raised in the amendment of 
Mr? Suhrawardy. c 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURl: Sir, inny we know if 
you are going to take any decision on that to-day P 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHPAWARDY : Sir, I think it would do 
if I move only the first portion of my amendment. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I thkik, it would be proper if, along with this 
■amendment, you take up the amendment on the definition of scheduled 
banks and the amendment on the new clause 2A about notified banks. 
Unless all these three are moved together, it will be difficult foi 1 members 
to come to a decision. 

DV.NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Probably it would help matters, if 
we could have a discussion on the more exclusive items suggested, 
namely, whether the House would like to control all kinds of hanking 
institutions in the same manner. It is quite possible that the House 
may consider that the scheduled hanks should be in apposition to control 
all other banks similarly situated. That being the position, I put it to 
you, Sir, that you may follow the ordinary parliamentary 'convention to 
have the most exclusive items discussed first. * 

* i 
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NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: ^The most exclusive item is 
whether aH banks or credit institutions should be included or excluded, 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is there any such amendment ? 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Yes. Sir. We have pot such an 
amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You may remember that you agreed to take this 
up afterwards. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: We only agreed to that, on the 
clear and definite understandiup that (internment will pive us an idea 
of what decision they have come to reput'd inp different chapters and 
different sections. 

• 

Mr. 8PEAKER: They will be able to pive it to-morrow. 

. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : In view ot the fact that 
this itom is poinp to be taken up, will \ou, Sir, permit others to move 
their amendments dn it? t 

• • 

Mr. 8PEAKER. I will consider that. 

The HorTble Mr. H. 8.*8UHRAWARDY : Along with thut, 1 oU> 
bep to move t fiat after clause 2( 17 i . the followinp he inserted, namely: — 

“(17fl) ‘.scheduled bank' has the same meaninp as in the Reserve 
Bank of India Act, lf)‘M." 

I also bep to move that alter clause 2, tlie followinp clause be 
inserted, namely : — 

*2 A. The Provincial Government maf, l>\ notification in the 
Official Gazette, de< lare aii\ bank to be a notified bank for 
the purjKises of this Act." 

• 

The purpose of this amendment is to exclude the scheduled banks 
from the purview* of the Bill and of the vtmnus repulatorv measures 
to which money-lenders will have to conform. The Bill as at firfjpintro- 
duced excluded all hanks. The Bill as modified by the Select Com- 
mittee has included all bauk* within its purview. There is, howevey, 
a large volume of opfnion for the exclusion of scheduled banks from 
the purview of the Bill as will appear from 4he minutes of diswnt 
appended to the Report of the Select Qpmmittee. On th# one hafad, 
Government desire as far as possible to regulate money-lending, or the 
other Y. * 
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Or. MALIHAK8HA 8ANYALS Will you kindly q£o te from th« 
minutes of dissent whether they are confined merely to scheduled banks 
or to other credit institutions„also? » 

Mr. H. 9. 9UHRAWARDY : As far as Government are* concerned, 
t hey will only exclude the scheduled banks. They think that it will 
be extremely dangerous for reasons which I shall give later to exclude 
other banks, many of whom are merely banks in name but are money- 
lending societies in essence. 

On the oi^e hand, Government desire, as far as possible, to regulate 
money-lending; on the other, they feel that they should only regulate 
such transactions only as need (o be regulated. Money-lenders are 
generally in an advantageous position and charge from the hapless and 
helpless debtors rates of interest justified by t lie economies of the time. 
Unregulated, the free play of contracts has thus led to considerable 
hardship. On the other hand, we do not think that we should be 
rigid in interfering with the complicated system of money-lending 
transactions of banks the conditions of which depend to a large 1 extent 
on economic factors. Further, we feel that we should not unnecessarily 
stop the growth of banks and hanking facilities, nor do we desire that 
we should handicap commercial and industrial credit facilities. Now 
the hanks which arc properly run and which are banks not myreh in 
name but in essence, have to be governed by rules to which the ordinary 
mbney-lender does not conform. There is a rate of interest at which 
scheduled banks can borrow, a rate which depends on what is known 
as the luv.‘k rate which is normally charged for advances against Govern- 
ment securities and which is governed b\ factors part I \ local and partly 
international. Scheduled hanks, moreover, have to conform to certain 
conditions which are laid down by the Reserve Bank Act. Balance- 
sheets must be issued, reserves maintained in Government or other 
Trustee Stock, 20 per cent, of Yhe profits must he set aside to reserve 
before the declaration of a dividend until the reserve equals the paid- 
up capital, deposits must u be accepted withdrawable by cheque, cash 
reserve* maintained equal to 2A per eent. of time liabilities and o per 
cent, of demand liabilities and there must be a deposit of ’) lakhs of 
rupees. The rate which will he ( barged b\ the . scheduled hank for 
loans will depend on the bank rate, and it is highly ixiprobable that 
whatever might have been the conduct of a bank before it became a 
sehcib^ed bank and whatever steps ii may have taken to increase its 
assets it cannot pursue those steps after having become scheduled. 
Such banks also deal largely in commercial and industrial transactions. 
Their assets must remain liquid to a large extent, and they cannot 
aftbnl to tie up any reasonable proportion ot iheif assets in mortgages 
om lands. % Now, a well-ordered and well-run bank, as we expect 
scheduled banks to be, can fulfil a yery necessary* want of the country, 
ahd as the duty of any well-ordered Governments should be to encourage 
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th© establishment of such hanks and not to stop their growth or tiy 
• cripple or paralyse banks. Government deem it desirable that scheduled 
banks should be excluded from the precision* of this Bill. Actually, 
th^ rates charged by the scheduled banks are lower than the rafea laid 
down in the Bill. Nevertheless. •when these rates depend on economic 
factors beyond the control even of the Provincial Government and the 
bank rates in times of stress rise above the rates laid down in the Bill, 
there seems little reason tor regulating rates of scheduled hunks by 
means of legislation. There is a danger, too, that if the scheduled^ 
banks are included within the purview of the Bill, they avould not he 
prepared to run the risk of their advances falling within the scope of 
the Bill, and a large proportion of existing advances, particularly those 
against property, would he called up and no fresh advances are likely 
to be made. Ibis would restrict credit considerably. The interest 
rates are also governed In competition between banks for business, and 
hence rates charged In scheduled banks vary with the bank rates. The 
difference in the case of scheduled hanks between borrowing and lending 
is not considerable as they deal in huge stuns of money, and a small 
margin can give them* sufficient return to meet their expenses and to 
provide them with a dividend. The agriculturists also who are eredit- 
worthy.can obtain advance* from tin* smaller scheduled bank* at reason- 
able rates where, iir all probability, money-lenders would charge high 
rates. Banks also have to depend on compound interest ; as reserves 
must be liquid they cannot afford to litigate or to have their assets 
spread out in long instalment*. It would be undesirable also in most 
cases to reopeji their past 1 iansaetions on the basis ot whieff reserves 
have been yecumulnted ; expenses inclined and dividends paid. Then* 
is a danger, therefore, that t lit* restrictions which arc being placed on 
lending as a result of this Bill would end in restriction of deposits 
and lending business. Now, Sir, it ^s after the greatest amount of 
consideration and deliberation that we have derided to exclude scheduled 
banks from the operation ot the Bill. We could have brought scheduled 
banks within the purview of thy Bill and ’excluded them from those 
items which would interfere with their business or make provision* for 
such othey items as applied to scheduled hanks. For instance, we could 
have made provision* lor compound interest oi we could have excluded 
the item dealing with instalments. We feel, however, that we would 
not be justified in regulating them, unless the banking business of 
scheduled banks was being carried on in a manner detriment aMo the 
interests of the people and required curtailment and regulation. More- 
over, banking systems,are complicated. It would be impossilje within 
the purview of thusBill dealing with usurious money-lending to npike 
provision- for all the various requirements of a complicated Imnking 
system. ' Wejiave also examined the position as to whether we should 
not exclude loans giv^i to agriculturists from this regulation, that* is * 
to say, while excluding scheduled banks, regulate loans issued by the 
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scheduled banks to agriculturists. In regard to this we feel that the 
scheduled banks do not in any great measure advance loans to agricul- 
turists at usurious rates whatever may have been the nature of their 
transactions before they became scheduled banks. They 4 can only 
advance* loans to persons whom they ,know well and where the loans 
are not risky. Restrictions in favour of agriculturists mighf result in 
hampering the transactions of these banks, for it is clear that banks 
would not take the risk of advancing money to a person in respect of 
whose status as to whether he is an agriculturist or not, they may have 
*?ven the suspicion of a doubt. Credit facilities are, therefore, likely to 
be considerably curtailed if we include loans to agriculturists. We pro- 
pose, however,^ to examine this question still further. There are 
scheduled banks 1 which advance loans to agriculturists. It will be our 
endeavour to see that their transactions are conscionable and do not 
operate harshly against, the people. If they, as we have good reasons 
to believe, are fulfilling a want of the people of the Province, we shall 
be glad to exclude them, but if they do not conform to those standards 
of fair dealing to which we believe that the scheduled banks* do conform, 
we shall be reluctantly compelled to take steps. 

Honourable members may have seen that there is a reference to 
notified banks in my amendments. Under a new section ^ A wjiich 1 
have moved, Government may notify certain hanks, and after such noti- 
fication these banks will not be regulated hy the various provisions of 
the Hill. The purpose of this amendment is to encourage good banking. 
If banks conform to those standards of rec/itude and propriety, that 
I would bxpeet. sound money-lending business to conform to, and if 
they are usef ul to the people of the Province, there is no reason why they 
should be culled upon to submit to those restrictions and rules and regu- 
lations which are really meant for unconscionable money-lenders and 
there is no reason why they should not be notified and excluded from 
the purview of the Bill. Further the privilege of notification ajso, we 
hope, will encourage banks to place themselves on ^ sound footing — 
the banks for whom presumably Dr. Sanyal will make a powerful plea. 


Dr# NALVMAK8HA 8ANYAL: Place the Cabinet on^a sound 
footing ! 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K v FA1LUL HUQ: The Cabinet is on a sound 

footing 

Th« Hon'bla Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARUY: The privilege oi noti- 
fication \rill encourage banks to place themselves a sound footing. 

Pr. NA^lNAKiHA* SANYAL: A good idea! 

Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAW^RDY: It is not possible for us 

to exclude all banks 4 from the purview of the iiill because there are 
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many institutions which masquerade under the name of banks, th^e 
institutions which seem to have found a powerful exponent in 
Dr. f?anyal, but which are really loan Societies which have in the course ^ 
of their dialings operated most harshly against the poor agriculturists ' 
an! generally against the poorer section of our people. I would like 
to make it clear that it is not the intention of the Government to notify 
such institutions. Government reluctantly have taken these powers to 
themselves because they feel that all the hanks should not suffer for 
the misdeeds of some and there mu\ be banks, which though ^ no t 
scheduled banks, still deserve consideration and support. »Wc hope that 
the amendment which 1 have the honour to move will succeed in securiug 
to our people increased credit facilities along regulated channels through 
banking institutions and at the same time encourage soqjk! and honour- 
able banking and provide commercial and industrial facilities to our 
people. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL : Sir, we have heard with 
careful attention the precious observations which have fallen from the 
lips of the Hon’ble Minister who is in pseudo-charge of the Bill. We 
do not conceal our disappointment and supervise at what the Hon’ble 
•the Chief Minister said that the Government have not yet made up 
their fhind with regard h> certain provisions of the Bill. Sir, ihat 
can be explained only by the fact that it is not a voluntary Bill on 
the part of the Government although the Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
wanted to take pride that the Government took the initiative in the 
Bill. <A voice FROM theVou.ition Benches • The Congas* Party 
compelled them!) I am not only taking credit for the Congress Party 
but I am also prepared to give credit to the saner section of the 
Coalition Party which is still less powerful than it ought to be. Sir, 
the Hon’ble the Chief Minister has gyt a convenient, memory, but we 
have not. We all know, Sir, the history of this Bill. It has not been 
for* a very short time before this House or before the Government. 
You . remember, # Sir, as we do, that a private member’s Bill 
(Dr. Xalinnaksh Kaxyae : Tlfrec private members’ Bills). Three 
Bills were the fore-runners of this compelled Government Bill. And 
if I mistake not, series of Bills came into your department from 
various sections of this House, bora use most of us fought our elections, 
among other things,, on the basis of liquidation or scaling down of 
rural indebtedness and just as in the case of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 
Government were forced to ttike up that Bill because there were quite 
a large number of private Sills, similarly in this case also^ Govern- 
ment were forced t<* take U P a of their own because ihere wer , e a 
large number of private members’ Bills, and th^ Government have not 
yet made up their mind simply because they have no independent 
mind* to apply to. Mj\ Speaker $it; wei are>#till fcuupriied, I 
should say, disappoint^, by the attempt, a very delated attempt, no* 
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to exclude certain parties from .the operation of this Bill. Sir, the 
Hon’ble Minister who has just spoken, I mean the Hobble 
Mr. Suhrawardv, has read out a* written thesis punctuated bj* his own 
oral statement in which he has tried to make out a poor show. Sir, 
if these were good arguments for exoluding scheduled banks, well, 
I do not know why they should not be equally good for excluding 
other banks. If the other banks are guilty of certain misconducts 
which necessitate the application of this Bill to those banks and loan 
^tfices, 1 submit, Sir, the arguments and reasons are equally strong 
for including c the scheduled banks whatever the description of those 

bank> within the purview of this Act. Sir, we all know how the 

Government is Roving with clay foot. Government cannot make up 
its mind on a<%miut of certain reasons. There are difficulties within 
the Coalition Party and there are difficulties from the Congress section. 
(Cries of “No, No” from the Coalition Benches.) Well, I am not 
proud of you when you say “no”. I would he proud of you if you 
say “yes” because not only the Congress Parts but also the radical 
elements of the Coalition Party had to fight their elections with a 
promise* that “we are out to scale* down rural indebtedness.” Of 

course to-day the exigencies of Government have made the Coalition 

Party ally with the European Group and the radical section wf the 
Coalition Party cannot get out of that pressure. Blit I hope the time 
will, come* when the more radical see*tioti of the Coalition Party will 
assert themselves and will get out of this subordination or domination 
of the European Group over them. ♦ 


Mr. Speaker, Sir, we on our side want to make our position perfectly 
clear. We are bound by the fundamental articles of the Congress 
Constitution to help any measure which is calculated to scale down 
the rural indebtedness, and fromdhnt point of view we have welcomed, 
as far ns it is possible for Us to welcome, the different provisions of 
this Bill. But to-dn\ at the 59th minute of the 11th hour a surprise 
bus been sprung upon u«. We are told that it is proposed to 

exclude certain classes of parties, certain banks, on the ground 

that they are scheduled banks that they are very good banks, 
that they are composed of good men who do not know how 
to commit any offence upon others. Well, 1 can only say that we 
pity the Government for tjiis unnecessary somersault and we also pity 

the radical members of the Coalition Party who have got to floor 

themselves before this unholy alliauee between the Cabinet and the 
vested interests to my left. Mr. Speaker. Sir, there may be some 
justification in dividing some classes of transactions. There are 
productive debts and there are unproductive debts. There will be 
some sense m dividijag loans into commercial and non -commercial, 
although personally I am not very sury, even if^ the commercial loans 
are excluded, much Nepotism and jobbery Tjrill not be committed. 
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Apart from that, there is no justification for separating a class from 
a class, because either the scheduled ^banks deal with money-lending 
or they d<j not. If they do not, they need not be afraid of this Bill, $ 
Bat if they carry on money-lending business as private persons and 
other loag offices do, I submit tflev should be dragged equally into the 
operation of this Bill, because they cannot go on merrily with their 
banking transactions while other parties will not have the benefit of 
carrying on business in that way. What will be the effect. Sir? If 
the scheduled banks which are, with very few exceptions, locatel Ss ft 
Calcutta, are excluded, rurul capital will try to evade the provisions 
of this Rill and that will have a tendency to flow into Calcutta so that 
the scheduled banks which are invariably capitalistic in their construc- 
tion, will have to further capitalism in rural areftB, and these scheduled 
banks will get fatter and fatter and rural capital will get shy of them. 

If you make a territorial discrimination, Calcutta will be above the 
purview of this Bill whereas the mofussil places will be operated upon 
by this Biiy. I submit, this is not a fair deal. There may be 
exigencies for the Cabinet, but we on this side of the House cannot 
acquiesce in this pnfvision which affects dcniocracv in general and 

which also affects the money-lending transactions (Kitan 

Smiih Af M’f.vi SvK.n Mmmmmad Akz\l: But in the Select Committee 

\ oil combined wifh the Europeans) We do not know whut 

happpened in # the Select Committee. Mr. Afsal may be the ke^n*r 
of conscience of the Coalition Party, but I would ask him to take 
greater care of his cdhscience, and by laying bis Jiand on 
his heart t<t confess to himself that they could not get out 
of the subordination which is being exerted and exercised 
upon his party by the European group. Whatever my friend 
Mr. Affcal, whatever the apologist Minister Mr. Suhrawardv and 
whatever the Chief Minister might say people outside will understand, 
and it ’will be writ large on the wall that the Coalition Party at long 
last [lad to surrender themselves to the Etyopean party only to keep 
alive the poor souls of the Ministers. 


Mr. Speaker, Sir, having regard to the question of the notified 
banks, I view % with un mixed horror that this is a case of nepotism and 
corruption. If the discretion of notification is vested in the Govern- 
ment and it the House is not consulted am) if rules are not framed, 

I submit that Ministerial corruption which is not very rare^fn this 
Province will go up by leap^ and bounds. So, ] submit on the short 
point as to whether ^ie scheduled hanks should be excluded or not, 
that I on behalf o/*our party enter our emphatic protest against that 
We do not want any departure from uniformity in tfv* applicability of 
the law* in tfys Province. We know th&t money-lenders, in whatever 
shape or form they r<y ne, have jgol to be braked ; some check has got * 
to be applied on them^and from that point of view we are not going 
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ta be the respecter of any persons or parties. If we have no mercy 
for these individual money-lenders, probably most of whom will be 
crushed ; still we have pot to look after them, because as we $re pledg- 
ed upon* scaling down the debts even from private money-lenders with 
their limited capacities, why should wb have softness for thpse banks 
who have a greater sustaining power? Let us have a uniform law 
and a uniform mind. I do not want to make any academic observa- 
tion on t lie Bill, but I appeal to my friends of the Coalition Party 
they probably are not lost to themselves and we are still looking 
up to them r for redeeming their conscience. Let not the future 
historian of Bengal sav that the members of the Coalition Party 
belonging to the rank and file of the society, who came here by the 
suffrage of the starving millions of peasants, of least could not keep 
themselves in a balanced state but surrendered themselves to the 
Europeans and other vested interests only for the temporary exigency 
of maintaining a Ministry which, if it cannot stand upon its merits, 
ought to go automatically. 


The House was then adjourned for 20 minutes. 


After adjournment. 1 

Mr. NI8HITHA HATH KUNDU: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
oppose the amendment moved by the Rou ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardv. 
I must h^v that this Bill if passed with the amendments just moved 
by the Rou ble Minister is sure to attain notoriety for its onesideness, 
for its ununiformity of nature and for its arbitrariness. The Hon’ble 
Minister was telling us about other small hanks. 

While speaking about the small hanks in the mufussal, the Hon bio 
Minister described them as mere loan offices. If these banks at any time 
intend to do real banking business, then by this amendment they will 
be prohibited from doing t ha t for ever. 

Then, Sir, these small banks may combine together and form into a 
scheduled bank all at once for safeguarding their own interests and for 
the safety of their transactions, and thus they may mak.? an attempt 
to get themselves out of the purview of this measure. (The Hon’ble 
Mr. H. S. St hrawakdy : They will not come under the operation of 
this Wut.) But there i* provision for thei%Wing roped in.iiml I see no 
reason for refusing those banks the statur of notified banks hereafter. 
Ill this connexion. Sir, we have got to consider th? effect of this amend- 
ment on these bonks. What will be the effect ? The effect will be that 
the , already dried -up credit of the Province would be still more dried up, 
and the miseries of, the mufaksalites will know nb bounds. Thia, in 
* brief, will be the dreadful effect on the mufas^alites, if this amend- 
ment is accepted. v * 
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Then, Sir, private baukera may be tempted to deal with scheduled 
banks*; so, this is the effect of unuiiifomi legislation which we should 
very sternly oppose and which we should refuse to pass. « 

• 

When we first came across tffe original Bill, Sir, we were satisfied 
that Gov’ernmeut were introducing a piece of legislation, which if 
carried into law, would be of real benefit to all concerned, but it is a 
mysten , Sir, that after a few months — or a few weeks rather — Govern- 
ment have learnt a good lesson from certain <|uarters, but they lnhv 
not been able to satist\ tis with good rcusons about the importance of 
this amendment and the data which have impelled them to put it for- 
ward. The arguments that the\ have advanced in this Mouse are 
without an> foundation and basis whatsoever. Are we to take it that 
Government do not care for the majority of persons who live in the 
mufassal? If we support thi*. amendment, it will only, mean that we 
do not feel for their wants and necessities. 

The HonTle Minister has told u* about some control that Govern- 
ment will have on the* rates of interest, money-lending business, and 
other things so far as the scheduled hanks are concerned, hut we all 
know, .'vr. that theie is no such provision in the law. That shows that 
we in the. legislature* shall h^ve no control at all, in effect - the control 
that we shall hiAe will be nothing more or nothing less than the control 
that we now have, viz , that theie will be the usual corruption and that 
those banks which will be able to satisfy the controlling ofticer^by some 
means or otheawill be able to carry on their business as usual and con- 
tinue their usual practices and we will have no control over them. This 
means that t!ie\ will continue the evil practices that ure going on now', 
and those banks which will not be able to receive favours from the 
controlling officers will ha\e to close flown their businesses. In this 
way, from every point of view that we ma\ look at this amendment we 
find that nothing frood will come out of this amendment. Only the 
hardship which the agriculturists Jiving in the mufassal ure experienc- 
ing at present will Ik* enhanced. 

• 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Mr Speaker. Sir, I rise to 
oppose all the three amendments moved by the Jlon’bh* Mr. Siihrawardy. 

I wonder, Kir, why and hotpr these amendments were brought Ty the 
Hon’ble Minister. This piece f)f legislation was not brought before the^ 
Legislature as a hasty j*ece of work. So far as I remember, at fhe very 
first sitting of tbe A*embly in HW7, three private Jlills sponsored by ffiy 
friends Mr* Ahmad Nossain, Mr. Kajibuddin Tarafdar and Mr. Abdul 
Hakim were seat to the Select Committee. * That Select Committee made 
deliberations in the cooBheights ofl Darjeeling and they came to certaifi 
conclusions. The Hon*V4e Minister, the sponsy at this B^jl, then gave 
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us an assurance that Government legislation was coming up shortly, and 
so the report of that Select Committee was not taken into consideration. 
Subsequently, the Bill came, and it was sent to the Select Committee. 
It was thrashed again and again and then after mature deliberation *the 
report of the Select Committee was placed before the Assembly. At that 
time, Sir, . 

^/*Mr. SPEAKER: I should just like to give you a little hint that we 
are not, discussing anything except whether scheduled banks should come 
in, in the scope of the Bill — nothing further. I am afraid that you are 
extending your points too much. I can allow you only to make a casual 
reference to oilier matters, hut the background should not be such as to 
overshadow the foreground. 

* 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: All right, Sir. I shall take 
that hint. 

As 1 was saying. Sir, at that time I supported the Hon’ble Nawab 
when he moved for the consideration of the report of the Select Com- 
mittee, but 1 di«l not think then that lions could lie found in Bengal in 
their natural and wild state, and the roars that we can hear in Bengal are 
frflm the cages of n circus! 

v « 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. I will have to rule you out if you 
continue like that. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8AJIKAR: Sir, 1 shall read out what the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister speaking on the floor of the House said on 
the 4th of April last. T am quoting this from the proceedings of- the 
Legislative Assembly. The Hon'ble the Chief Minister said: “On 
behalf of the European Group, my friend Mr. Wordsworth the other day 
and to-night Mr. Whitehead have remarked that Government should give 
a short of assurance that the point of view’ of the European Group as 
xeflected in the various amendments suggested to the Bill would receive 
due and adequate consideration. Most certainly, these points of view 
will <3 considered.” At that time. Sir, I concluded— at least I 
surmised — what shape the Bill would take. On that occasion, a hint 
was given that anything wanted by the Europeans or the vested interests 
in Bengal would be granted and that the Bill trould take a particular 
ahape. This shape is how taking its course with the result that we get 

alf these amendments moved by the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy. 

< 

* At this stage, Sir, may I ask the Cabinet members, under what prin- 
ciple this Billis now Wing sponsored in the Assembly ? When the report 
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of the Select Committee was presen ted, I understood that the Bill would 
he run on two principles — one was to cut down the debt of the agriculr 
• turists and other people who were groaning under chronic debt and at 
the same ^me provision would be made to bring down or minimise the 
amount of unearned income derived from money-lending business* so that 
the capitaj of the country may fhftv for the development of commerce and 
industry. Rut now we find that both these principles are being 
disregarded and abandoned. By amendment after amendment, the 
Hon’ble Mr. Xuhrnwardy is trying to exclude one institution or the other, 

one person or the other from the operation of the Bill 

• ** 

Mr. SPEAKERS This U wholly irrelevant. For the time being, 
Mr. Xuhrawardy's other amendments are not relevant. I have been 
waiting for five minutes to see if you are coming to the point at issue, 
but up till now. you have not. It is no use discussing general matters. 
Just come to the point. 

Mr. ABU H088AIN 8ARKER: All right, Sir. By these three 
amendments, the Hon’ble Mr. Xuhruwurdv is trying to exclude banks 
of two kinds, namely* scheduled banks and the banks which Govern- 
jment will be able to notify subsequeuth . and he is trying to get power 
for th^ Government to exclude some banks from the operation of this 
Bill when it will be passed Jnto an Act. At this stage, it is relevant, 
to ask, for whom this Bill is l>eing sponsored. Scheduled bunks 4 ^ 1 11 
have transactions with large banks and persons who will transact large 
money businesses and at the same time who wilj have, also some tran- 
sactions w ith^igriculturists. I do not know how many of theTn will fall 
within the ambit of this Act and how many of them will be excluded by 
the Government. Very recently, the Companies Act was amended and 
b\ section 277 (/». the definition has been made so wide that it will 
include banks and all loan offices withtin the category of bunking com- 
panies. The definition says — ‘‘A banking company means a company 
which carries on «is its principal business the accepting of deposits of 
money on current account or otherwise subject to withdrawal by cheque, 
draft or order. ’ All the loan offices in Bengal do this business and all 
the hatikg and other concerns having money-lending business do come 
within the definition of banking company. Therefore the loan offices 
and the existing banks — any of them can be declared by Government to 
be notified. If subsequently other institutyms, for example, the Co- 
operative Banks and other banks are excluded and if other cltAftes are 
passed by which persons, wdiu will get awards from the Bengal Agricul- 
tural Debtors Act, ai$ excluded, I submit, there will not b%a single 
person in Bengal i* whom this Act will apply. Most of the agricul- 
turists will take advantage of the Bengal Agncul/ural Debtors’ Act. 
They, will get their *a wards. Then agaiti, 2o pet cent, of \he agricul- 
tural population are fow connoted *ith the co-operative movement. • 
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*The banking institutions and money-lending businesses ^may also be 
excluded from the operation of .this Bill. Thus it will be very difficult 
to find out any person or institution that will come within the jurisdic- 
tion of this Act. Then there urS other amendments which wjjl be moved 

In Mr: Suhra wanly * 

c 

* 

The Hon’ble Mf» A* K» FAZLUL HUQ* How do you know that? 

ABU H088AIN 8ARKER: I anticipate that. Then there are 
toner umendpients by which agriculturists, raiyata and under- ran/at a 
will be considered to be controlled by this Act. Therefore the zemindars, 
the landholders, jotedars , yathidurx and the bigger ratyats will also be 
excluded. So I submit that by exclusion, we will take away everything 
leaving on 1 \ the piece of paper on which the Act will be printed. If the 
Bill as suggested by the Select Committee W passed, it may be thrashed 
out in (he Assembly. If not, and if the amendments moved by 
Mr. Suhrawardy be passed, I submit it will not be worth the paper on 
which it will l>e printed. Nobody will be affected by this Bill. Either 
let the Bill be passed as recommended by the Select Committee or with- 
draw it. It will have no importance. It means giving by one hand and 
taking away by another. I cannot describe the operations of this Bill 
more aptly than by quoting a few lines in Bengali — 

* r f*1 *tWi ItCf i 

«tfi *ii *wts 1 1” 

Again I say either pass the Bill as it is reported by the Select 
Committee or withdraw it, it will be mere hoodwinking the public. If 
an analysis is made, it will be seen that most of the people will be 
excluded and it will not be worthwhile to spend so much time and so 
much money over it. 

c 

Balm NACENDRA NATH SEN: Sir, I oppose the amendments 
which have been moved by ihe Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy. I do not know 
m hotn my friend, Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar has referred to as 
Mr Ha nu man . Whoever he may be, we see there are going to be con- 
siderable changes with respect to Ihe Bill as it has emergd out of the 
Select Commit tee. The main objection to the amendments of the Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy is that they are of an entirely discriminatory character. 
He has given a long description of the scheduled bank. The Hon’ble 
Minister has not referred to any circumstances whieh have induced him 
to put the date as 1st of January, UK19, as the date which will apply to 
the banks or the scheduled banks which will come into existence later on. 
If the Reserve Bank of India so detective that must be looked upon 
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with suspicion, that any bank scheduled to the Reserve Bank of India 
€&nnot be trusted, cannot be believed* and that it would be a dishonest 
idi&ir and that it would be a mushroom bank, as has been observed by 
Mr. Suhnpwardy? M hat is the special significance which he has chosen 
te«put to the words “1st of January, 1938** because banks scheduled 
to the Reserve Bank of India before that date are to be excluded from the 
operations of the present legislation and banks scheduled to the Reserve 
Bank of India from and ntier that date will not be excluded ? Then 
comes the other question as regards the notified banks — whether this 
House or the I pper House, as we call it, will have any voice in rejSdjfrt- 
Big the procedure which will he adopted by the Executive Government, 
in recognising some banks as notified banks and rejecting the claims 
of other hanks from being placed in the category of notified hunks. 

hat will he the criteria by which the notified hanks will be dis- 
tinguished from other hanks? What is there to guarantee that these 
notified hanks will he on lines with the scheduled hanks which have 
been in existence before the 1st of January, 1939? Before giving this 
House Miint idea as to the nature or the form which will he acceptable 
and the qualifications whirh uill he acceptable to Government 
to allow hanks to he notified us reserve hunks, how cun 
the Hon'ble Mini'iei ask this House to have his amendments passed 
and to exclude scheduled hanks from the purview of the present Bill? 
It is with a Jfeav\ heart tliat I say that \s e are going to support the 
imlii'dun of jhe loan offices and other indigenous hanks operating in 
Beng.il Much has been said about other indigenous hanks and the 
loan offices by the Hon' hie Mr. Suhruwardy. *1 do not knew whether 
he meant that to he a reflection upon all the Indian Banks or ull the 
loan offices. There may he loan offices and loan offices and Indian 
Banks and Indian Banks. All do not come under the same category 
and it is difficult to distinguish in a goners] piece of legislation one from 
the other Therefore the Congress Party to which I belong have 
accepted the position that if it is desired to include the hanks and other 
loan offices in the operation of this piece #f legislation, then all sche- 
duled hanks, all forms of hunk$ should 1 m* included and should not he 

excluded from the operation of this Bill. 

• 

This is what has been suggested by my friend Mr. Sasanku Kekhar 
Sonyal and Babu Nishitba Natli Kundu. We do not know who will 
be the authority to give consent to a certaifi hank to he notified. The 
other danger is that by including the Indian Banks in the Iteration 
of the present Bill and by excluding the ^ scheduled hanks from its 
operation, all capital will flow from the indigenous hanks t<e the sche- 
duled banks whiell are all managed by the Europeans. Outside the 
European-managed banks there are only six scheduled banks wbicb are 
managed bjk Indiahs. If the scheduled banks are excluded from the 
purview of the present legislatiun, tbl position will be this: the Indian* 
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banks, indigenous banks and other credit societies will loee their com- 
mand over credit, over supplies and over capital once for all. The 
capital will flow and accumulate f under the *egis of the scheduled banks 
and will be controlled by the European merchants and theij protegis. 
I therefore submit that this amendment ought not to be accepted. 
Bring all these banks under the same category. If you want \o exclude 
the scheduled banks, exclude all other banks including loan offices and 
>1 her credit societies. Why this discriminatory legislation, we do not 
enow. There is a very great danger of which mention has been made 
^r^/revious speakers. 1, therefore, oppose the amendment. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 4-4o p.m. on Friday, the 19th 
May, 19M, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



»».* fl» 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assem ble d 
mider the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, ou Friday, 
the 19th May, 1939, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon hie Khan llahadur M. Azizci. Haque, c.i.e.> 
in the Chair, 9 Hon hie Ministers and 1? 1 () members. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

# (answers to which were laid on the table) 

o 

Muhammadan Marriage Registrar, Munshiganj. 

215,* Mr. TAR IN I CHARAN PRAMANIK: (a) Will the Honhle 
Minister in charge of the fid mat ion ( Registrat ion) Department be 
pleased to stut^* whether it is a fart — 

(i) that the MuhumimAlun Marriage Registrar of Munsl^gnnj was 
transferred to l)aeea to art in place of the Muhammadan 
Marriage Registrar for three months from January fo March, 
1937; 

(u) that all registration of Kabiu^ui the District Sub-Registrar’s 
office was closed during that period only; hut 

(iit) such documents were registered both before and after that 
• period ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (it) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister lie pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCAT|6 n DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’bla Mr. 'A. K. Fazlul Huq): (ft) (?) Yes, for 2 months and 3 days 
only. # 

• • * 

(?t> No; 85 Kahij u were registered at the District Sub-Registrjr’s 

office during the period from 16th January, 1937! to 19th March, 1^37. 
(tit) Yea. # • • # 

(b) Does not arise, t 
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Unreplied questions. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, may I again draw 
your ettention to the faet that a number of questions which were 
given notice of in the last week of January and in February are still 
remaining unreplied ? 1 hope you will not force us to move tfmendments 

to the rules which have been circulated, so that we can see that the 
questions are duly answered. 

^ Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I am going into that very matter. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI. May I draw your attention to unstarred 
question No. 211 which was held over day before yesterday? 

Mr* 8PEAKER: Whichever is left over, you may rest assured will 
not be passed over. 

Honourable members will notice that Dr. Sanyal has given notice 
of a short-notice amendment, and I have also received another short- 
notice amendment from Government which is being typed and will 
be immediately placed before the members. In about 10 minutes, 
time you will have it. I have admitted both of them. Dr. Kunyul, 
would you like to move your amendment now or would you like to 
wait till you see the Government amendment? 

Dr. NAI 1NAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 do not mind moving my amend- 
ment. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You had better see the Government amendment 
first. 


GOVERNMENT BILL 

The Bengal Money-lenders Bill, 1938. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: We «ill now resume out dis:ussion of the 
Bengal Money-lenders Bill. 

D£ NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: This amendment oi mine relates 
to a subsequent clause. So it can wait. But so fai as the general 
discussKm on the motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy relating to 
thi exclusion of scheduled hanks is concerned, I suppose that matter 
has got to he further thrashed out. 


■ Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, I -understand it. i 
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•rijMt NftRENORA NATH DAS GUPTA: If the Government 

amendment is to the motion that has been under discussion, before we 
resume our discussion, it would be better if we know whnt that amend* 
ment is. » 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is the proviso: — ‘'provided that no bank 
shall be so deelaml to be a notified bank unless it complies with such 
conditions as the Provincial Government muy, with the approval of 
the Provincial lie^i-dature, prescribe by rules made under this Act”. 
That is a further safety, and I have admitted that. t 

Dr. Sanya l, have you noticed what that amendment is? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: My amendment con templates the 
recommendation of the Reserve Hank o! India, an expert body. Do 
we find anything of that kind there? I was informally informed t hat 
the Government was pleased to examine m\ amendment and that they 
felt that probably the House would like to have the rules examined 
here. So tfiey wanted to have the amendment modified. I was also 
informed that they would hate no objection to the Reserve Hunk of 
^India beinjr consulted in tins connection. It that is so, let it be 
suitably modified. 

• 

Mr. 8PE AKER: The Government amendment is "provided ♦hat 
no bank shull* he so deflated to be a notified bank unless- - “ 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: It must be peimissiNc and not 
nugatory. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : “T nless it complies with such conditions as the 
Provincial Government may, with the approval of the Provincial 
Legislature, prenyibe by rules made under this Act” and as mav l»e 
recommended by tin* Reserve Hank of India in accordance with such 
rules. Would that meet with four approval? 

Dr. NAL4NAK8HA 8ANYAL: So, Sir. My submission is this. 

I want Government to have this power of notification to be kept in 
an elastic manner. At the same time I de*^re that in order to facili- 
tate such notification in the future whomsoever the Reserve ^ank of 
India would recommend wcsild have automatically the Government 
notification. (Cries of “No, no” from the. Coalition Bench**.) Ttte 
recommendation of "the Reserve Bank of India, will he in accordance 
with the 'rules framed by the Government for the purpo^. In that 
case you can. have # *in accordance with* the rules framed by Govern- 
ment with the appro\%l of the djegisllture”. * * 
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( Mr. AS^ULLA-AL MAHMOOD: But why are youc bringing in 
another body? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I want the Reserve « Bank of 

India brought in because it is an expert body. 

* 

• 

Mr, SPEAKER: I think, Dr. Sanyal, your amendment is putting 
a further restriction on the notification powers. In other words, so 
far as the Government amendment is concerned it says that befoie a 
Blfiik is notified, it must comply with the rules framed by the Govern- 
ment with the approval of the legislature. Your amendment says 
not only that but adds that it should be “recommended by the Reserve 
Bank of India.” If you want I can allow that. 

Dr. NAUNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Instead of the word “may" I 
would like the word “shall”. That is vital. If Government has got 
the power to notify. Government may refuse to notify on their own 
sweet will. 

Mr, SPEAKER* I personally have not kno«n of any such law. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: "May" is more dangerous. 

a 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It means exactly tile same tliinjr 

The hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y: Sir, I want to move 
that a proviso he added to clause 2A, which I moved yesterday. The 
proviso runs thus; 

“That no bank shall be so deelaied to be a notified bank unless it 
complies with such conditions as the Provincial Government 
may, with the approval of t he Provincial Legislature, pres- 
cribe by rules made under this Act and not inconsistent with 
the provisions of this Act.” 

Sir, I would like to point out that yesterday when I moved the 
amendment I made it clear to the House that Governnffent was most 
reluctant to assume the powers by notification, but there was no alter- 
native before us. On th\ one side we were exempting the scheduled 
banks, of course with this proviso that we propose to consider the mat- 
ter further and if there were any banks that were not dealing consi- 
derately v with the people to take steps. On the other side we were 
including all other kinds of banks within the purview of the Bill. 
Now, some<of these banks may deserve our consideration. They may be 
industrial banks or commercial banks; they may give lot»ns to agricul- 
turists at a low rate of interest, and they mat be fulfilling the very 
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MbOeasary requirements of the agriculturists. Moreover, if we iucludte 
|B ‘banks, we shall be hampering^ the growth of decent banks 
it is becaase we want to encourage the growth of decent banks 
and of stable banks, we see no other alternative than to retain poVera for 
Government to notify such batiks as may be considered to be decent 
banks. 


Sir, yesterday I suggested the new clausa with the greatest amount 
of reluctance because it gave powers which Government did n6t like 
to possess, and I am glad to find a way out of it. We py>pose frunWwg 
rules which will not l>e inconsistent with the provisions of this Act.; 
the rules will he placed before the I/egislutnre and they will lav down 
the various criteria before the hanks are duly notified. Therefore, the 
Legislature will have ample opportunities to comment upon the rules 
which must be complied with by a bank before it becomes a notified 
bank. We may also take such expert advice us we think may be 
necessary, but it is clear that Government in the last resort must be the 
final arhitewas to whether a lmnk should Im* notified or not. 1 may state 
also that when Government ^akes tin* power of notification, Govern- 
ment has the power of cancelling the notification as well. Therefore, 
— any bank which Government chooses to notify — because it has been 
satisfied! with regard to certain guarantees that have been given to it 
and because it has conformed to certain rules that have been panned 
under the Act — will always he under the scrutiny of Government, End, 
therefore, if ttny hank after having become notified contravenes those 
rules, Government will bf notification cancel the privilege .w hich has 
been given. * 


With these words. Sir, I move the proviso. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: tfir, I submit that this amend- 
ment of mine relates to the subsequent clause 2A. The Hon’ble 
Minister has not*yet moved clause 2A. 

• / 

• • 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: l moved clause 2A 
yesterday," and this is only a proviso to that amendment. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Under yie ciicumstanccH, although 
I must admit that there has been some improvement, I do^not feel 
quite happy and I have no qther alternative than to move this amend- 
ment and press for i^ unless I get a definite assurance that gn expert 
body like the Re^arve Bank of India will be consulted both in. the 
framing of the rules as well as in obtaining recommendation regarding 
the inclusion. or otherwise of a particular bank or banks in*the notifica- 
tion. (Mr. Ahmed B^ssain : w|pt another Service CommiasioqP) * 

Yes, because that is r^uch more dependable than this Legislature. 
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< o 

*• I submit, Sir, that I hare to move these amendments that for the 
word “may” in line 1 of the proposed amendment No. 14 (new clause 
2A) the word “shall” be substituted, and after the words “declare any 
bauk” the following words be inserted, namely: — “as may be recom- 
mended bv the Reserve Bank of India 'in accordance with mips framed 
by Government for the purpose ” 


fsir, the whole clause after my amendment would read as follows. 
Ajjptfnlment No. 14 now leads us follows: “The Provincial Govern- 
ment may, b/ notification in the Official Gazette, declare any bank to 
be a notified bank for the purposes of this Act.” 


If my amendment is accepted, it will read as follows: “The Pro- 
vincial Government shall, by notification in the Official Gazette, declare 
mv bank as may be recommended by the Reserve Bank of India in 
accordance with rules framed by Government foi the purpose to be a 
notified bank for the purposes of this Act.” 


Sir, my purpose has been to some extent met because, instead of 
having a wide discretion left to the Government. Government have 
agreed to frame certain rules and have those rules approved by the 
Legislature, and yet I feel that there is a necessity of consulting an 
expert txuly like the Reserve Bank of India in this connection, because 
we "in the Legislature, in spite of the wisdom that we have, are not 
always technically conversant with matters relating to traffic, commeice, 
business a^d credit. And as you are aware'. Sir, even in a most 
democratic country like Great Britain, in matters financial, they have 
not ordinarily tried to interfere with the working of the Bank of 
England and with the (Tty Banks in London — the big five banking 
combines in Great Hi it u in , because they have always found that in 
financial matters a democratically-constituted Legislature cannot 
always express judgment on scientific lines. Consequently, although 
I do appreciate the change inserted by the Jlon’ble ‘Mr. Suhrawardy, 
I feel that unless there is an assurance coming forth from him that 
an expert body like the Reserve Bank of India will be consulted, tbeie 
will be no substantial improvement in this connection. 

* 

There is yet another jwiint, Sii. The Government amendment only 
puts the form in a negative way, that is to say. Government proposes 
that noTwnk shall be so notified unless certain conditions are fulfilled, 
so that the restriction on banks of different*. classes getting easy notifica- 
tions remains, and probably remains with a greater degree of restric- 
tiou4hun was provided for in the original clause 2A\ • On the contrary*, 
my suggest ijm is that in older to facilitate proper banking business in 
this province we should make' such notifications easy, and I submit. 
Sir, that if the Reserve Bank <^In(iia*rerommerids any bank or banks 
for notification, GoveYninent shall automatically notify the same. 
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Tkey should not wait to set* if they aro haviug their party support or* 
some other weighty reasons in support as sometimes we find Govern- 
ment taking such matters into consideration ; these weighty reasons 
may not either stand in the way or facilitate the notification ,flf any 
particular bank or banks. 1 do ^iot want. Sit, to cast any inflection 
on the Government as a whole or on any individual Minister of the 
Government, hut it has been oui unfortunate experience to have found 
that against public opinion certain commercial concerns have been 
given by the present Government a longei lease of life, although lljjhtu 
has been an occasion to terminate the contract, in thfs province. 
There have also been occasions toi icasoiis mvsteiious and unknown to 
us when Government have tried to give particular facilities to a parti- 
cular scetiuu of the commercial community. (A vote*: : Which 
company Y) I will not name what that puiticuiar concern is. It is 
quite possible that if we do not have an expeit body or ex pert opinion 
to fall back upon, then ccitam supporters of Government who may 
bum a bank ^na> have an eus\ notification because they will have an 
easy conscience in giving theii appro\al. On the cotitiuty, if very 
strong banks ate organised by members who would not, at that parti- 
cular moment, be much in favout of the Government of (he day, they 
would m>t easily obtain tin* sanction oi the not ihcat mu that ma> be 
required. * # 

• • 
Therefore, $r, I submit, let the notification he easy; let not 

Governmeirt keep any loop-Jjole foi being charged with anv puiticuiar 
favouritism in the matter of allowing notification!. ** 


With these observations, Xu, I move m> amendments. Both the 
amendments may he taken up together, n:., that instead of “mu t \ M in 
line l of the pioposed amendment No. 14. the wind “shall’' he substi- 
tuted and also that “after the words ‘declare any hank' the following 

words be inserted, namelv : — 

• 

4 afe may be recommended by Uie Rescrve*Bank of Judin in accord- 
ance with rules flamed bv Government for the purpose’.” 


Maulvi AITU H088AIN 8ARKAR; Mr Speaker, Sir, 

’ S 


Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou spoke yesterday. I am sorry I canrnd* allow 
you to speak again to-day. . 


Mr. EYED HASXn ALI OHOWDHURY: *h> u point of ordlsr. 
Sir. Mr.. Sarker spol^e yesterday on clause 2, but not on datae 2A. * 

Mr. SPEAKER) Th^ does not gaiter. 
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. Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: On a point of order, Sir. 


[19th Mat, 


fUT 4¥ amendment ipove nCT WrtRF&I CKW 

fag *nreirW separate amendment move FFTOTR I %RT amend- 
ment move 4 Th «rt *tT<tWfb ec^r acrc^F circle IV irnir 

farter srec ©tut f**f «i*r;ro *r? • 


Mr. SPEAKER: They should not. 

Maulvi AfeDUL BARI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, yesterday some members 
of the Opposition, while speaking on the provisions of this Bill, parti- 
cularly with reference to the inclusion or exclusion of the scheduled 
banks, tilted a cheap gibe at the members of the Coalition Paity 
(Maulvi Anr Hossain Sarkak : l)o you include me?) that in acced- 
ing to the exclusion 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 hope, Mr. Abdul Bari, that you /ill not refer 
to what happened yesternight but confine yourself to the amendment 
before the House. 


Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Sir, I was only referring to it in justifica- 
tion (Maulvi Am; Hossain Sakkkk : You are only throwing mud!) 
of the exclusion of scheduled banks. That was the reason, Sir, whv 
I was referring to it in justification as to why the scheduled hanks have 
been excluded from Vhe operation of this Bill. The mud that was 
thrown yesterday was absolutely unfounded and unjust and has got 
no bearing at all on the facts of the case that have been presented before 
the II mine. (Maulvi A nr TIossmn S\Rkkk ; Even the Devil can quote 
scriptures !) 

Sir, the members who spoke against Government thought that § by 
intending to exclude the scheduled banks from the* scope of this Bill 
Government did* not realh want to do some good to the people of this 
country. They forgot at the same time that it is not simply by 
improving the lot of the agriculturists by agricultural loan, etc., that 
the country may advance along the path of progress. Tiny forgot that 
the country lives not merely by agriculture alone but by industry as 
well. Sir, the members of the Coalition Party have got a unique 
responsibility to the country as a whole. For they are on the side of 
the Government, and it is the Government that carries on the adminis- 
tration oud is responsible /or the progress of „the country. (Srijut 
Najienora Nath Das .Gupta : Not so .) Sir, I L remember a very 
remarkable passage in the lines of Shelly where he said that 'legislators 
and poets are born while critics are made. It is for us legislators who 
" a*e legislating, because legislation comes from us* that we are to produce 
something which wiil go to benefi} the whole country. And it is for 
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irresponsible critics to criticise the legislation that might be made by. 
those who are on the side of Government and who are making legisla- 
tion. 


Now, Sir, of course, u party has got to he judged — a manfhas got 
to be judged — by its or his owns actions, and it does not stm^ in need 
of any certificate from those who think otherwise — not because they 
think it to lie so, but because they feel that it is their duty to criticise 
those who belong to the party of Government or are siding with the 
Ministry. I must point out. Sir, that in this legislation of excitftiiug 
or not excluding the scheduled hanks wo ha\e not heed* influenced at 
all by the members of the Cabinet. We have not been influenced at 
all by the European Gioup, but we have looked to the best interests 
of the countn as a whole (cries of "Hear, hear'’ from the Congress 
benches) because. Sir, we tealise that in looking to the interests of the 
country we must not look to the intciest of the agriculturists alone 
but to the needs of the industrialists also, so that the industry and 
commerce of the country might grow up. (Mr. Svntokii Kumar 1V\SU : 
What abouf the other hanks!") 


So far as the othei hanks are concerned. 1 must say, Sir, that it is 
a matter of the saddest experience foi all of us that at present agricul- 
tuie dyes not pa\ in Bengal, because eithei by diought or by flood or 
by excessive lain tile crops pf the people aie destroyed every year, and 
unless they ui<* given some sort of living, it is impossible that the people 
of Bengal wiH he able to live a day lodge?. 


It is for this reason thllt we must make soiAe rules, n*ukc some 
provisions l>\* which the industrial concerns of the country may rise 
and grow. Now, Sir, so far as the scheduled banks are concerned, 
do they, i cully speaking, affect the rural population of Bengal? 
Have the rural population of Bengal ^tny concern with the scheduled 
hanks? The scheduled banks mostly exist in Uie metrojsilis of Calcutta 
and Urey carry on their business with those firms, associations, banks 
and other forei gfc countries which deal yn commerce, trade and 
other things. Their concern ambtheir dealing is not ifi any way W’itb 
individuals, particular 1\ individuals living in the mufassil; the 
individuals for whom we plead to-day are those who have got their direct 
concern with* local maim jan ^ local hunks and the loan offices. The 
local hanks and the loan offices also touch them very little, but it is 
those extorting wahajaim who really depend^for their living o^money- 
lending absolutely, not so much as commercial business blit as 
business just us agriculture Is the business of our agriculturist^. 
Therefore, I submit that by excluding scheduled banks we have done 
a thing which will Yeally go to the credit and benefit of the country. 
Now, Jiere I might point out another tiding. The positioi# has Keen 
well aaved by* the amendment of the ILm’ble Mr. Suhrawardy, becotyse 
he said that only ^hose baifks wlm-h^ are scheduled banka by 
8 
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the first of January, 1939, will be excluded and not Others, and, 
therefore, any apprehension that other banks may as well be excluded 
( or included in the scheduled banks does not arise and this apprehension 
should *not worry us in the least. If the amendment of the Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhjawardy had not been there, ' there might have been some 
cause for unrest in our minds but by that shrewd amendment "of shrewd 
Mr. Suhrawardy, he has saved the situation. Therefore, that does not 
arise at all. 

-^i’hen, so far as the notified banks are concerned, just to-day an 
amendment has been moved by him which must be said to he salutary 
in the sense that he has taken this Assembly into his confidence, because 
the power ultimately rests with this Assembly and the rules that will 
be framed will be framed not by the Government alone but by the 
representatives of the people who will be in a position to say and 
judge that these are the things which have got to be satisfied before 
a bank is declared to have its name notified as a notified bank. 

i 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: - What was your attitude in 
the Select Committee? 

# Maulvi ABDUL BARI: T may explain that this problem is so 
very difficult that I confess freely, and to Mr. Sarlyar, 1 also say 
that he did not understand the thing any way better, than myself. 
The question of banking is so very complicated that I am not ashamed 
to admit that I did not understand the matter quite we l£ hut as a 
layman at that time I was very much in doubt whether the hanks or 
the scheduled hanks should be included or excluded. In this connec- 
tion, I would refer my friend, Mr. Sarkar, to my note of dissent 
in the Select Committee where I have said that co-operative societies 
and banks should be excluded. I myself was in doubt whether it 
will l>e to the interest of the agriculturists and the nfiddle class people 
as well. Here 1 \vould request my friends to take note of the fact that 
we are not here only to look after the interests of the agri - f 
culturists but of the middle classes as well, because I feel that the 
middle classes are really the backbone of the society. It is to them 
that w T e look for advancement in education, advancement in social 
legislation and advancement in trade and commerce. Practically it is 
the middle class people that have made Bengal what it is to-day. 
Therefore, you cannot ignore the claims and position of those middle 
class people for whom alsb a legislation is waifted because we know, 
an<f everyone of you know, that so far as the middle* class people living 
in fhe mufaasil area are concerned, everyone of thpm is involved in 
debt up to the shoulder. It is for you to bring th£m out of the 
•lump of debt in why'h thev involved. Therefore, it is necessary 
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to look to thAa as well. Now if you Jook to the question of thus© 
middle class people, you are to see whether it affects them so for us 
the notifiec| bunks are concerned. Novf, by these notified banks, it 
cannot be said that all the banks that exist and operate in the j^ufussii 
area to-day will be excluded* from the operation of tjfis Act. 
Now’, wh£n rules will bo framed, aud the framing' of ^*e rules lie 
entirely in our hands, we can make them so stringent that the worst 
banks, the banks which are really loan offices, the banks which 
are demanding: exorbitant rates, the banks which are really oppreslive 
to the jieople of mufassil when realising: their dues froifl them, will 
not 1 h* excluded from the operation of this Act. Therelorc, by tlm 
amendment that has been moved to-da\ , 1 think any apprehension thut 
might arise in the mind of any one of the members should vuuisli 
altogether. 

There is another question — whether by excluding all the hanks of 
whatever description they may he, you will develop hanking in the 
whole count rt, whether you realise it to be a necessity that hanking 
should continue or thuk ban Li tiff should lx* demolished altogether from 
Bengal. Now, it is an admitted fact that without hanking no 
""Country on the face of the earth cun prosper. Therefore*, if you 
legislate in a manner which will have the effect of driving out banking 
from the fac^ of this l^rovince, reall\ without serving the 

country, you ^ill $0 a real disservice to the whole country "- there is 
no doubt about it. Really |hose people who look to the interests of 
the Province Bengal” as a whole will not admit even for a* moment 
that even by cottage industries 01 by agriculture you can lead the 
country to its proper goal. There foie, hanking is necessary if you 
really want that this country should proceed on proper lines in order 
to attain the goal which is the object ot oil of us. There- 

fore, Sir. I submit that the amendment of the ifon’bJe Mr. 
Suhnnvardy is thejwst that could lx* thought of and as such, not only 
on behalf of myself but, I believe, on behiflf of this # |Mirty, we can 
claim that this amendment ought to be accepted and 1 will also request 
bur friends on the opposite .side to see that this amendment is carried. 

Now, when we shall come to the question of rate of interest, of 
course, then we shall see how many of you are going to support the 
report of the Select Committee. That is the crucial question ii^whieh 
we are interested, because we want to save the people — the rural people. 
We shall see that they are not charged at a very high rale. We* 
shall also see thai # at the time of realisation, it is realised # in 
such a maiyaer and in sueh instalments that it # may not cause ajiy 
hardship to the people at large. Therefore, so far as life present 

amendment is concerned I believg, • th|t is the best that can be coi* 

reived of and should be carried unanimously 

m • 
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[19th Mat, 

* Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, may I have yoflr permission 
to hand over a revised draft of this amendment which has been drafted 
by our lewder, Mr. Sarat Chandrfc Bose? The draft reads as follows : — 

“TlA Provincial Government shall, by notification in the Official 
Gazette, declare any bank to be a notified bank for the purposes of 
this Act whijh may be recommended by the Reserve Bank of India or 
which complies with such conditions as the Provincial Government 
may., with the approval of the Provincial Legislature, prescribe by rules 
made under this Act.” 

I formally move this amendment. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I take it that so far as clause 2A is concerned, 
there are really two sets of proposals — one set is as proposed by Dr. 
Sanyal and the other set as proposed by Mr. Suhrawardy. I want to 
take them up separately. 


8 j. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: TOtTT IT f? TOT? 

‘WC 1 $? TO CW KTfaCT TOTOT TOOT ‘FOTlu SafatU OTC1OT I 5OT 
w cttto at w OTirfaro otwt tow croc^~ 

T3'toot at toctorI aroifrT a wot. vmr ot to to *f?i «rr^t 

iifjr towot w totw? wt a^fay alfafrt to cto^ w “crop to 

CV? W tnt TOT* TOT, TO^T TOf? TOTO, HR select 

committee CITWfTOT ait C? select committee including TOg* ?Tf? TOOT 

witTto'w ^TfiTit w*fi 'wot ton* wt ittot a* ait faciroi otto 
facro ? ait u*rw? at i^ffa ait ficitRT? fac? ®wt ^itottot 

JOT *? CTO W 5T$T? TOT? 5m TO TO adjournment 5$ IT? Cl 

$Ty CTO, UT? TOfaTO$T <lT? TOW? STTTOW? STOTOOT fa? ( A member 

from the Coalition party : TOTOW? TOSTOtTr WOT TO A member from 

the Krishak Proja Group : W6TO monopoly 5 t TOTOW? 5a? CTC$ facat 

fiw 51, to) strcir w to? at w, totrt irfi toOT ctotot, totot 

at opposition TOTOf. W TOTOT W 3TOT WTC$t Ufa SOT TO? IT; 

ait cTtot stf c a nca? f <s v a it touttort? ot? ?Rnt ctch? $tw TOt i 
c*r? a 5fa w tot to aro aro ctot to — to totctotot ?rt ?rcnt 
TOt TOSirW TOOT at amendment aw Ufa? WTCICTI TOOT TOST* Ufa 
TOOT TOTOT C1TCTOOT C? “TO1T Assembly WOT TOW banking 

a$fa i:rroc? w toto toI? totot st toit toI? to* ait faf? ci 

1/flU TOR IT TO TO faf? TOT? fig^l OTC? U1CTOH C? ?fOTF flOTT 

TOOT« TOR TO «OTTT STf? aw STf? W V TOT l^ OTH TO?T flCS? 

tout *?far? tor, fa^ cut 1 ? aws srrf? w tort ^to? tout? tottctoto 

OT1CU WC? t TO^ STTO fawr? TOTO TO?T W*t 1 OTC? 3TOT OTC? CTOT l C*T?T 

ifa aw MfaT? otc? ot w ipufayt at 5tt5a wti$r, rr?r ufa hank- 
ihg TOTO? TO*T =R b“T?T f^TOTtl CTOCU TOOT IT, TOCT 
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RWTW* ST: ifti-uw TOTTC *T TOTW* leader C* nrCTO^I smTO fTOKIH .-r 

rc T«*m' »« w? to tot a faro fro* mm to to ?**i&t 
faCJ-n^TCH* declare Xny bank to be a notified bank 

**T I **R Assembly CTOTO* nm f***$T WTO TO* 

a*t;«« 4tn CnT<?C«t — S*R * Reserve Bank of India J *(1?5TTO1 

tos to ** cn JTO^T g*n c*i*cs c*? to*t l ygg : ctost^/ tofto : wt 
f^tcro m1*t* c*ic*t fro* :* ,, f««3i a3 c* totw* nr? TOnr to? 
cro to **r a^ w nf*s* rr*T facgii^ i # 

fRrft* TO TO 2TTTTO STffa* *fa TO*T a? *TtW* TOft ft?— CTTO 

cnro nro *t*to nlro to: asr tot fa? to wro crop* «nf v 4 * k;*to t 
a?n c niyw i *jTto *^n *tt**t* «t*to* cro*t w srrfa* crrfTO *wt cnrs? eft 
a** w«* * to*to $n*t w s*7fa* mito W?, $*r ^ ^nrol 

TO WOT &fa$ ftOTl f* 5 ^ Scheduled Banks TO far* WCn* art* 4 * 

TOTO 5 - 3*TfT f* C*TC* C* *^FTO **V$ **TW* TO $T *;*Ci3 nrf* *T 1 TO*T 

srrfa OT nw«fW*j? Ml*r* *T*^t W Scheduled Bank *? *$ TO* T W* TO 

fro *r«r toitto ottoi tro ctot? smf ?r* cro. ?rrw* entire aror* 
Sn* wen* n*n* fa$fa to r^*r c* ws to*** mm fat* *t*to **c* 
- at amendment a 3*TW* TO 5* *Tt ! STC^t 7*TW* a* 3TO amendment 
to* *T fefa w nr^r* 3srr :to :nrr? wwi totw* fa* cro to a? w 

*fa ^Um t*TJC3 5*. 3TTO*HTO* 3fat n^*UT* C*T*C3 TO! Ufa. *m5fa* 

nr? Ml* i* c*jc* wot to n wto :*t* tot3*t* to w*t Vto 

crocs nT*w ^rr 5 *? awi sjto Unix wtc* «rrt«r^ ?;nTi5* fat* afar* *m, 
— a*r i 3*3T*^Q3I *TT** ®TT* 3^f^5* fa**?!^ 6 !* fc *T*T 3TW* *Tt( CH(V 

*fa TO 3TTO Schwiiilwi Bank «r % feT *Tn fa=TC*. STTO* *TW **; OT* 
?n55TO tom cn n* c«to* nfa c*r n^r* **t s* 4 t ; n*n$ c* n* *rw 
B(ntn3 toi toto?t cmr** wr to to* to* *to* mt 
n*5T *r* WQ*T ?* TO; TOa* *fa SehecMed *TTW TO far3 5* 5C* TOTHT 
*TTf* TO W35T* TOMT **TS 5TO3 2r:*TF* TO «TO CTO**? n^**T 

**, ®m5" cto* TO^xt 3 * fanrx cr* nr? =rr 1 * resit ®nfa to *t* C*, 

at aro w^Tfa ?ttc ** to n^mriR aw?R cnSr nrrrs *rrc*T mTO* 

n^cnrt*3 cro* cro* n*r *to®t nrfnr e* 3Tf? tot totw* leader 

TOFWt** 2P3T*5T M^*T* C*TT* W6?T W* 1 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR : Ma^ I have a few minutes to 

speak on the*new amendment moved by the Hon’lde Mr. Suhraw^rdy '• 


Mr. SPEAKER:. # l nb *sq it is very necessary I am not willing to 
give you ihe time, but if you want to speaU on behalf of 5’0 ur 
party, ■ I wdll certainly allow you to do.so. T propose tt close Ihis 
debate as soon as posable, t>ec^u#<e wa] have got a heavy programme # 
and it is no use carrying on discussion obs^pe poi^it further. The issue 
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^8 absolutely clear — whether the Reserve Bank should be consulted 
or not. This is the only difference between the right and the left. 

How long will you take to $nish your speech? * 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR. A few minutes only. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It may mean ten minutes! I will give you only 
thr/e or four minutes. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR; Mr. Speaker, Sir, last night 
I have made the position of my party absolutely clear. We are not 
in favour of excluding either the scheduled banks or the notified 
banks. To-night the Hon'ble Mr. Suhrawardy brings in an amend- 
ment saying that the banks will be notified according to some rules 
which will be approved by this Legislature. I submit this does not 
imporve matters. The original amendment moved by Mr. Suhra- 
wardy gave Government absolute power to. notify some Tiianks. 
Here we make provision to approve of some rules which will be drafted 
by Government and after that this Legislature will have no 
hand. Government or the Hon’ble Ministers can bring in any bank 
they like or compel any bank to conform to the rules which we shall 
appiove. It is argued by my friend Mr. Sasankm Sekhar Kanyal that 
if Government are allowed to notify banks,, bribery and corruption 
which is fife in the country will creep in in the Ministry. I suppose 
and I assert it too that mere approving of some rules or framing of 
some rules by the Legislature will not stop corruption, if anybody 
would like to be corrupted. It is already in the air that the banks 
which are expected to l>e notified are on the move. It is also reported 
that they are procuring subscription to get their desired end. Therefore 
I submit that mere approving of rules will not atop corruption or 
bribery. So, a«j far as practicable we should try to force our point 
in this Legislature. By getting some rules approved Government may 
hoodwink the people or Government may get their desired end bv the 
back-door. By approving the rules we shall only sanction corruption 
and nothing else. 

Therefore, I submit, vt is desirable that we must disapprove the 
policy of Government in excluding scheduled as well as notified banks. 
It is our explicit desire that all kinds of banks including the scheduled 
and notified hanks must he brought within the * jurisdiction of this 
legislation. It is a matter. Sir, which has to be considered very 
seriously, <1 understand that Mr. Abdul Bari took a very strong 
position against excluding the scheduled and notified banks previously. 
Now he. has changed, his ppvirSTn and "the attitude which he has taken 
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jwtty unpliAes that the Hon'ble Mr. Suhrawardy is not only n Ministef 
fare but also has become the keeper of the conscience of the members 
of the Coalition, Party. • 

# Mr* SPEAKER: Order, orde|, Mr. Sarkar, I do not like y o/ to have 
>our gibefc at any one. Please speak on your amendment. Jr am sorry 
to say I have been noticing that in almost every speech ymi have been 
speaking about matters which are not strictly relevant. I have allowed 
you to speak on behalf of your group only because you want^l to 
speak on the amendment. Surely these things you could have spoken 
before. So, I hope you will not complicate matters but confine your- 
self to the amendment. The other things you can leave to those who 
follow. 

Mftillvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR* I am talking on the amendment, 

Sir. 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: If >ou will permit me. Sir, 

I would like to make«a staterffent. 

Majilvi ABU H0S8AIN SARKAR: Not More I finish. 

The Hon ’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Before he finishes with 
your leave I wmuhl like to make a statement. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : As a matter of fact Mr. Sartuir can spealc later and 
he will he in a position to know what he is speaking about. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ. Sir. it 1ms been our earnest 

desire to conduct the discussions on tin, Bill in a spirit of compromise. 
BuJ I have been noticing since yesterday that attacks are being made 
on the Coalition A’arty ami on Ministers most unnecessarily. I may 
warn the House that if these attacks are made we kaow how to repel 
these attacks and make counter-attacks. 1, therefore, warn Mr. Sarkar 
not to induge in these long talk> but to confine himself to the point 
under discussion. 

Mflulvi ABU H088AIN SARKAR. Sir, J should also like to make 
inv position 'absolutely clear, that my part/ or myself do not fear any 
threat or do not care for any attitude which the Hon'ble Mr. Fazlul 
Huq may take. ♦ • • * 

Now, §ir, coming to my subject I submit Amt some of the binks 
are already on the move to get the necessary qualification for b^Sng 
declared as notified b^pks. Some ef tjm banks are already amalgamat- ^ 
ing with other banks in order to incraKa^their capital or their as#e*U 

, • • . # 
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io that they may approach the Cabinet according to the nftes which we 
are likely to be framed in order to be notified. If in this way one bank 
nr the other is notified, there will l>e no erul to it and 1 t^iink most 
of the banks will get the privileges which are being proposed by the 
Hon’ble'.Mr. Suhrawardy. Therefore, Sir, I submit before we allow 
either theyoriginal amendment or the amendment, which th% Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy has proposed now to be carried, we have to consider 
the thing very seriously. I want to bring it to the notice of the 
Hoi^e that whatever lie says or whatever Mr. Bari says is only to 
hoodwink the House in order to get the desired end. Therefore I 
submit that the original amendment and the subsequent amendment 
of the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy must be rejected by the House in order 
to make the country prosperous. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr Speaker, Sir. I have beard 
with attention the speech delivered by m\ friend Maulvi Abdul Bari. 
It seems to me that he i* now anxious tor the industrial development of 
the country. 1 do not know. Sir, when this good sense has dawned 
on him. He sa\s, Sir, that tor the economic salvation ot the country, 
not only agricultural improvement is necessary but also industrial 
development is necessan . That, Sir, is a proposition with which I 
agree. But he has not told us how, by the introduction of this piece 
of legislation which 1 consider to he a useful piece of legislation, the 
industries of the country will sutler. lie tells us that, the scheduled 
hanks have nothing to do with the rural population. He is probahh 
ignorant trf the fact that in the mufassal districts there arc main 
scheduled banks and those scheduled hanks in the mufassal districts 
also carry on ordinary money-lending business, there is absolutely no 
reason why a person who borrows from a scheduled hank should not 
get relief iri the shape ot sealing down hi-, debt while a person who 
borrows from a private money-lender <*et> such a relief. 1 have got 
some experience of scheduled banks, and I know from wy own experience 
in my district that in thf rural areas there are a large number of 
debtors who are indebted not only to the privale mone\ -lenders, hanks 

and loan companies but also to the scheduled hanks. 

* 

TN Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; (iet your party to sup- 
port you. 

\ 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Yes, bis party does stand behind 
him as e/ery party does. • 

e , 

u 4 

Mr. DH.’RENDRA NATH DATTA. There are many private debtors 
who are groaning and crying for j-elief. It i§ necessary that their 
d^bts should be scaled down. he position of the agriculturist is that 
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hia^ebt has f>een scaled down bv the introduction «{f the Afjricuhuriif 
Debtors Act. There is no reason why the debts of the ordinary petty 
trader and^the middle-class people should not be scaled down. We on 
this side of &e House are committed to the election pledge, m I shall 
place before you what the election pledge of the Congress it “The 
question <tf indebtedness requires urgent consideration antlJne formu- 
lation of a scheme including the declaration of a moratoriunfand enquiry 
into the scaling down of debts and the provision of cheap credit facili- 
ties by the State. The relief should extend to the agricultural tenants, 
peasant proprietors, small landholders and petty traders. ’t So what is 
necessary is this. The Hill has tor its objects two things. It has got 
provision to give relief to indebtedness in the shape of scaling down 
ot debts and this Hill n\ i 1 1 also control the future money-lending. So* 
far as the scaling down oi debts is concerned, 1 have already told you 
there is absolutely no reason win borrowers from a private money- 
lender should get relief whereas a borrower from u scheduled hunk or a 
notified bank should not get relief. 

I do not know what those notified banks will lav 1 do not find any 
reason for making a distinction lietween a scheduled bank and a not ifiecf 
bank, li is said in the amendment moved by the Hnn’blfr 
Mr. Sub rn ward \ that the scheduled banks which were in existence on 
the 1st of January? IWW, *ill not come within the purview of this 
Hill, but scheduled hanks which ha\e come into existence subsequeifHy, 
even though tHey have been started for the purpose of industrial deve- 
lopment of the eountrv, hflve not been excluded. There is 0 no reason 
wh v this disfunction should 1 m* made. The reason is obvious. I have 
some knowledge about the formation of scheduled bunks — 1 hey can be 
formed by the amalgamation of smaller banks or loan companies as 
has been the case with certain scheduled banks. As a matter of fact, 
those scheduled banks max also lie amalgamated with other loan 
companies so that the capital money, the share money and the reserve 
fund. of those loa% comoanies will he merged in order to make them 
into those scheduled banks. (A* voice prom the (IftALlTTON G ROUP ! 
That is why we do not want to exclude them, i Hut that is why there 
is absolutely no reason tor not giving relief tc# a large number o ft 
ordinary debfois who have taken loans from the scheduled banks. I uin 
fully aware that if you desire industrial development of the country, 
and for that purpose you can exclude one class of loan, viz., tjje com- 
mercial loan* Hut there is no reason w hy i class of ordinary creditor* 
should be excluded. If commercial loan is excluded, 1 think the 
industrial developmenf of the country will imt suffer. 

Then, Sir. as in the case of an ordinary indfcidual, if the payment 
of a loan is stopped, the credit is lost. -So in the case of H bank Also 
the'ertdit is lost wben^avment if rfopged. What is to be done in that 
case? We shall have to create a sttuatrbimo tha^ payment may begin,. 
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4iod that can be dohe if the debts can be scaled down to bS paid in easy 
instalments. If payment begins, credit will flow and not suffer. I 
fail to understand, however, and’ my friend Mr. Sasanka Sekjiar Sanyal 
has told the House that it js impossible to believe, that fo$ the so-called 
industrial development of the country, the scheduled banks have been 
excluded ^rom the operation of this Bill, But that is ncft the real 
reason, Sir the real reason is clear and obvious. There has been a 
pressure upon the Government from persons in authority, from the 
vested interests i ip the country. When there is an encroachment upon 
the vested interests and when pressure comes from them and also from 
those upon whose support the Ministry exists — I mean the European 
Group — Government cannot resist that pressure. That is the reason 
why the scheduled banks have been excluded. But let Government say 
in plain words that they could not but submit to the pressure of the 
European Group and that is why the scheduled banks have been ex- 
cluded. If they had said so plainly, we could have understood that. 


Sir, when the Bill came out of the Select Committee, there was no 
proposal for the exclusion of scheduled banks, notified banks, co-opera- 
tive credit societies, etc,, and we entertained hojles that good sense did 
at last dawn upon the Government. But what do we find now? All 
these banks and credit societies have been excluded. Sir, I must give a 
note of warning to Government if they mean to exclude co-operative 
creuit societies. The Co-operative Department is an engine of oppres- 
sion upon the rural population, ami if these societies are excluded no 
relief woi^ld be given , 4 o the poor agriculturists in the shape of sealing 
down of debts. I submit. Sir, that all the credit institutions, banks, 
loan companies, co-operative societies, insurance companies should be 
included within the purview of this Bill and only commercial loans 
should be excluded, if this is considered necessary for the industrial 
development of the country. 


Babu K8HETRA NATH SINGH A: Sir, it is mj? bounden duty to 
speak something for the information of the House. I was a member of 
the Select Committee and from the very beginning . 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I hope you are not disclosing the 
secrets of the Select Committee. 

Babu KSHETRA NATH SINCHA: No, Sir. It was my intention 
least t£ make a compromise with the Europeans and with Mr. Khaitan 
%l»o. Sir, in my note of dissent it will be seen tnat I was in favour of 
•excluding all commercial transactions in order to help the industrialisa- 
tion ot the*' country, but unfortunately we could not carry on and we 
were given to understand by the Pon’ble Minister in charge ef the 
Bill, although the Bi,H appe^rl^o have changed hands and the Hon’ble 
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Jffcwab Sahi# is not there. (A voice fjiom the Kbishak Peqja Party 4 
He is there.) Sir, in the Select Committee incidentally the Nawab 
SAhib askfd whether our Scheduled <?astes party would assist him in 
getting the Bill passed. I gave him mv assurance that my yrty was 
quite willing to support every efciuse of the Bill as it then stand. But 
now at th*e eleventh hour Government is taking the credit 1l ^for making 
a compromise, hut 1 submit. Sir, that that credit should *have gone to 
the Select Committee. It is most unfortunate that at the last mqmcni 
we are being blamed in the country ami we are beinjr blumed he re 1 also 
that we do not want what is necessary for the good of the <^»u»tn . Why 
has t^jis Bill been modified? 1 should like to remind Mr. Khaitan, 
though he is not present here to-da\ , that this Bill has not turned out 
to he a ferocious tiger, it has not even turned out to he a tamer horse 
but it has turned out to he a lamb. It that is the attitude of the 
Government, Government i* doing something quite contrary to their 
original intention. It was at the instance nt the Coalition Party that 
the Bill was mooted and dealt with in the Select Committee. But the 
Bill, as it emerged from the Select Committee, is going to lw» substan- 
tially modified by Government In view of that, Sir. 1 ask my Coali- 
tion Parts friends not to refer an\ measure to any Select Committee in 
future. hut to arrange for a Coalition Party Committee and deal with 
the measure there find theifc bring it here tor sanction. We are not 
going to be hltmted by the people for changing the provisions of® the 
Bill now and then and even at the last moment. If Government wants 
to do anything let them d<t it in the Coalition P^irty meeting and after 
that let the matter come to the House. There will then 1m* no harassing 
and expenditure of public mone\ in the shape of allowances of the 
members of the Select Committee, and no ldame to u> for doing so. 
Sir. I find that Dr. Sanwil is not here. (Dr. N vi.ixaksji \ Sany*l: 
No, no, I am present here.i (Laugh/er.) He was very much against 
thi^ Bill, hut now they have got more than what* they wanted. They 
wanted the exclusion of the scheduled hanks onlv. and I repeat that not 
only they have got what the\ wanted but even umre4 

Sir, I have made my position clear, and now 1 would most humbly 
inform the Nawab ‘Sahib that we are not going to support the Bill 
in toto. 


Mr. P. BANERJI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 rise to support IhF motion 
moved by Dr. Sanya 1. 

In the first place. *Sir, I would point otft that Mr. Abdul *Bari has 
shown colgpaal ignbrance about the working of qht* scheduled banlA in 
Bengal, and so also the Hon'ble#lr. Syhrawardy. 

Sif, there is no delving the th^t this subsequent amendment pf * 
the HorCble Mr. Suhrawardy has been tabt^j und*r the influence of the 
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European Group. We notice, Sir, in amendments Nos. 46 to 79, that 

the European Group insisted on the exclusion of the banks as defined 
in section 277F of the Indian Companies Act and would ^otibe satisfied 
with aavthing less than that. Subsequently, as we all know, time was 
taken tqLeffect a compromise, with till: result that, when the European 
Group luuh^heir way, they abandoned their amendments, and they are 
now satisfied because they have gained their point and they know how 
to butter their own bread. 

Sir, in order to show to the people their bona fidcs, the Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy, while speaking on behalf of Government, said yester- 
day that he was not playing to the gallery, but, Sir, the cat is nftw out 
of the bag. We do say, Sir, that he has played to the gallery. The 
Jfon’ble Minister has tried to justify the exclusion of the scheduled 
banks from the operation of this Bill, hut he has not substantiated his 
points by advancing any reasons whatsoever. He said that if the 
scheduled hanks are not excluded then there would be difficulty, and 
this wisdom has dawned upon the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy at this late 
stage! But why not exclude the other banks along with the scheduled 
banks!" What, are the scheduled banker' Perhaps it may not be known 
to many members of the House. I shall explain. Any bank having a 
capital, either paid up or with the Reserve Bank of India, of Rs. o lakhs 
is n hank scheduled to the Reserve Bank of* India, That being the case, 
Sir*, 1 it is to la* seen how these hanks are working. As Mr. Bari and 
tin* Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy have said, these hanks a*re not working 
well; hut/they do not^know that each of these scheduled hanks has got 
nt least 2n branches all over ibis province and also in the sister provinces. 
In many cases, these hanks charge interest at the rate of one per cent, 
over and above the rate charged by other hanks. 1 say, Sir, that some 
scheduled hanks charge nine percent, interest, but by this Bill we want 
to fix the rate at eight per cent. Supposing, for argument’s sake, that 
these hanks are excluded, what will happen? These scheduled hanks 
will go on charging interest at a rate of more than eight per cent. The 
Hon’hle Mr. Su f #iraward\ is nodding his head, hut he knows nothing 
about the working of banks in Bengal, t Laughter.) That being the 
ease. Sir, why should the scheduled hanks la* excluded? My friend 
Mr. Bari wanted to jusiitx the exclusion on the ground of doing good 
to the agriculturists, but I say. Sir. that in Bengal we have to look to 
the interests both of the Agriculturists as well as of the industrialists. 
By their impudence our legislators have destroyed the rural credit in 
tlu* country -side to a great extent, and by this legislation it will be 
completely destroyed. 

At the same time. It max be said. Sir, that the object m* this legis- 
lation i< ttf scale down the rate of interest. Now, Sir, the rate of 
interest has been fixed by thisj^ill at -ight per cent., but the scheduled 
banks are excluded Lorn tt ? ‘operation of this pill, and they will go on 
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chafing- at tfce high rate' at which they age charging now? namely, at* 
least at the rate of nine per cent. The bther banks are not only helping 
the industry of the province, hut theygire also advancing money in the 
country-side, ft has been pointed out to the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardv 
btp Mr. Datta that at the time ^when the Reserve Bank of i/dia was 
ushered ii*, there were only >\ native bunks in Bengal, and subsequently 
bv amalgamation and in other ways, e.g., by increase (^capital to 
Rs. 5 lakhs, they became scheduled to the Reserve Bank of India. 
Now, these banks have iif many cases, like the loap offices, ad voiced 
money against landed properties in the country-side. ai^l if they are 
excluded to-day, the position remains the same. What about the loan 
offices which have taken protection under section 1 o-l Y 

Then I come to the question of notification. That system of notifica- 
tion naturally gave rise to an apprehension — I may say without fear of 
contradiction — amongst the mem Iters of the Coalition Party, and they, 
therefore, compelled the Ministry overnight to bring in this amendment, 
because it shows beyond doubt that the members of the Condition Party 
were in d on 191 about the activities of the Ministry ! That being the case. 
Sir, 1 see no reason \\,hy the tubed tiled hanks should be left out, while 
the other hanks should he brought within the scope of this Bill. The 
Ministry profess in season and out of season that they feel for the 
countn .and they are always anxious to give proper facilities for the 
growth ot trade and commerce in the province. If that is so, jvhy 
should not th^ other hanks he excluded as well and he placed on the 
same footing us tin* scheduled hunks? I submit, Sir, that there should 
not be any <U fVerent iat ion whatsoever on this point. 

By way of compromise, Sii, our leader has hiought forward a 
motion through Dr. Sanyal, and 1 think that that motion is very 
reasonable. If (iovernment an* really anxious to do good to the 
country, or, as pointed out by the HofTble tin* Chief Minister, are ever 
agreeable to a compromise, they will accept this motion. Otherwise, 
it will prove thu# they arc not sincere and do not intend to do what 
they profess , • 

With these few uoids, Sir, 1 Mippoil the motion of l)r. Sanyal. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Mr Suhrawardv, do you want to speak on the 
motion Y 

/ 

Th. Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY : Yes, Sir. 

Mr. 8££A*eR : T hen please try to finish It in a few* minutes. 

Th. Hm’Mi Mr. M. 8. SUHRXVM^OY: All right, Sir. 
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f In the fiWt place, I sh<$ild like to say that it is veiy difficult to 
Keep a debate on an intellectual and economic plane when a person 
like Mauivi Abu Hussain Sarkap 

V - ** 

Mr. LPEAKER: I would request you not to have any more of it. 

V * 

* 

The Hon'We Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: All right, Sir. I 
accept your suggestion. I would have mtde certain remarks with 
regard to t lie remarks made by him as well as by Dr. Sanyal, but I 
do hope, at the same time, that you will be good enough to see in 
future that the persons who speak do not exceed the bounds of pro- 
priety while speuking on the door ot this House. I am glad to find 
that the proposals of the Government have found a large measure of 
support even from the Opposition Benches. 

The amendment that has been moved by Dr. Sanyal 'and re-amended 
by him after consultation with the Leader of his Group will imply that 
his party is in favour of the exclusion of scheduled banks (cries of 
“uo M , “no”, and “question'’ from the Opposition Benches) from the 
operation of this Bill. Whatever they may say, whatever may be their 
tall talks and loud windy suggestions, they feel in their heart ot hearts 
that this is a suggestion which is a reasonable one and they also know 
it perfectly well. 1 do not expect them to fall in line wi;h Government 
so far as the apparent position is concerned, but at the lame time one 
can quite understand the meaning ot those amendments which imply 
that so fu» as the scheduled banks are concerned, they agree to the 
advisability of their exclusion. 

1 want to say a few words with regard to what Mr. Dhirendra 
Nath Datta said. He spoke about some scheduled banks having lent 
looney t-o agriculturists. 1 made it quite clear when I spoke on the 
amendment that we were further examining the subject and if scheduled 
hanks are found to be opressive, if they do not c arry 'on their business 
according to sound hanking principle a and charge interest as they 
ought to by virtu re of the large capital which they invest, in that case 
Government would he quite prepared to revise their decision in the 
matter. We are not going to allow hanks ot any kind whatsoever to 
take advantage of the people of the province and to oppress them. 
Now, Sir, he wished to ku^w why scheduled banks on or after the 1st 
January, 19J9, only have oeen excluded. He has given the answer 
himself. He stated that the exclusion of the scheduled banks may 
encourage other Imnks to join together and form themselves into 
scheduled banks, bankr which are really loan of&c^iii- ^spence and 
which are oppressing the people will form themselves into scheduled 
banks for the purpose of claiming exemption. For that reason, we have 
exempted only such scheduled- bfcnks *as were In existence on the 
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l«t January, 1939, so that the mere formation, tKe mere amalgama-* 
tiott and the creation of themselves into scheduled hanks would not 
automatically exclude them from thee provisions of this Bill. They 
will first have to satisfy Government and conform to the rules which 
GoVerniuent propose placing 1 befyrc the House regarding th&r Imu* 
fide* before they can claim exemption. .M 

Now, Sir, another point which Mr. Dhirendra Nath l)atta raised 
was that this would lead Jjie present scheduled hanks to purchase^ the 
loans of other companies like loan companies which have lent out 
money at exorbitant rates of interest, and as they themselve^ are exempt- 
ed from the provisions of the Bill, they will thereafter collect money 
from the agricultuiists or from (heir debtors at high lutes of interest. 
Mr. Dhiremlrn Nath Lhitta is of course at the moment very busily 
engaged in talking to another gentleman, but nevertheless I would 
like to draw his attention to an amendment which I propose moving 
and which has been printed at page Id of the added list and which is 
No. 37 of the amendments, the purpose of which is that loans which 
have not been created b\ the scheduled hunks themselves or loans 
which have been assigned by dtic party to another will not he affected 
by any exclusive provisions that we may at the present moment frame. 
For instance, it the scheduled hanks did purchase loans of other hanks 
and of Loan companies, thep these other loans would not get that 
exemption whiah loans of scheduled hanks themselves will get. r W»is 
will, I hope, §atisf\ those persons who think that by letting out 
scheduled hanks, we a ill lat in a numbei of oppressive loans. 

Now, .Sir, “almost every member of the other side has spoken with 
regard to vested interests and the vested interests of the Europeans. 
Of course we are used to such talk on their part: that forms u part 
of their jnditiral propaganda and of Jheir political armoury; but in 
nearly all the cases in which their arguments have indulged in such form 
of political propaganda, they have no foundation lor their statements and 
they Jiave been, a? a matter of fact, bused < yji unreality and ignorance. 

I think in this particular case also the same remark? apply. Out of 
of> seheduled hanks — there is a list of scheduled bunks — 29 have offices 
in Bengal. Now, mit of these 29 scheduled hanks Id are exchange 
banks and everybody knows here t hat so far as exchange banks are 
concerned, their operations are of such a nature that they hardly 
touch the people of the soil. All the Hi other banks are India% banks. 
But of course in these Indian banks I am including the Imperial 
Bank and the Allahabad Bank. If you exclude the Imj>er^ii Bank, 
and the Allahabad Baifk there are 14 purely Pbdian banks. But I see no 
reason wh^fl^^ould be excluded. But if tHey are excluded, Aeii 
of the J4 purely Indian hanks there a^e 73 branches lb Bengal, 
whereas of thft exchange banks the^e are only 14 branches. Now, we 
can see quite clearly Aat the pAvisioJN^the ejelusion of scheduled 
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'banks affects Indifen banks fmost and therefore there is# absolutory no 
'justification for those political 'flings which my friends on the opposite 
benches are throwing at us, for instance*, that it has been brought about 
by the influence of the European vested interests 

DrA'AUNAKSHA 8ANYAL: What was the amount involved? 
\ 

The Hon’ble Mr* H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: If you talk about the 
ampunt involved r you will also have to Consider the amount which 
touches our people and so far as that is concerned, it is clear that it is 
the Indian banks that touch our people and not the European exchange 
banks and it is the Indian banks that will be protected by the exclu- 
sion — 


Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Whom do they touch? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY ; The European Exchange 
Banks touch mostly the commercial interests, but not the children of 
the soil whom we are out to protect— juot the poorer people and the 
agriculturists — everybody knows that. Obviously I do not expect 
lawyers of the standing of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose to know it! He 
is too much engrossed in his own academic learning to be aw r are of this 
economic function of these banks } 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Does, Mr. Kuhrawardy suggest 
that pett- fogging lawyers only know it? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Whether Mr Bose 
calls himself a pettifogging lawyer or not, I do not know* — I would 
place him in a higher plane, but if lie pleads guilty to that himself, 
let him wear the cap that fits him. 

I would like to make it clear that the rules that we propose making 
under the new provision rill 1 h i framed by Government and will be 
placed before the House and they will also include rules which will 
provide for the cancellation of the notification. I am not prepared 
to accept the amendment of Dr. Sonyal regarding consultation with the 
Reserve Bonk on every occasion, but I am prepared to consult the 
Reserve Bank at the time when the rules will be framed, so that we 
may heve the benefit of VVir expert advice. I hope, this will appeal 
to all sections of the House. 


/The Hon’ble Nawjb MU8HARRUFF H088A»«*J<|tan Bahadur: 

For the last two days this House was full of imagination. A lot of facts 
which were concealed in the breast of this man (pointing to himself) 
^ever found any outlet, and s^e ot my friends m the Government have 
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taen telling filings which may not he very convincing to you all. (Heac! 
kefir.) The real point is this: you know that so far as this Legislature 
Iir ©onceri^d, it has got no power to control hanking which is a Central 
subject. (Laughter.') 

Really speaking, only on orfb point we can think of makfng some 
legislation regarding the hunks and that is about money-lending affairs 
of theirs. V hen we considered the Rill in the Select Coifimittee at its 
first stage we were not sipe. really speaking, as to whether we should 
think of doing anything against the hank. Hut wlfen the malter wan 
discussed for some time, we thought that we have got jfbrne power of 
legislating on the hanks especially in the matter of money-lending. 
When the majority of the Select Committee said that the honks should 
not get any protection from us, we had no help in the matter. We all 
know' w’hat the tyranny ot the majority is. (Hear, hear.> You feel it 
now* too much: I ielt it tor tour months in the Select Committee and 
there I tried iny level best to bring the majority with me and to see that 
the Rill he of such a character that it cannot he objected to by any 
part ot <lie%lousp. 1 hat ^pras the object I had in view'. (A voiCKt 
You had no casting vote ) Sometimes your party was so divided that 
you could not give me an\ support; others worked exactly in the same 
way — j— 

• 

Dr. HALIff AK8HA 8ANYAL; Is it fair, Sir, to disclose the Select 
( 'onnnittee affair** ? 

The Hoifble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

1 am sorry, I have made a mistake. 

Being a businessman 1 have got a sound knowledge of hanking. I 
thought within myself that if schedule^! hank* which primal ily deal with 
international trade were actually not protected fiom the vagaries of the 
Legislature (hear, hear) a posit i\e wrong would Ik* done and the entire 
commerce and trade would collapse. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: When did you discover that? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: I 

know from the very beginning. Your friends did not help me. What 
can I do? %Let me further explain the matt^ to you. I was i%busir»ess 
for over 40 years. I know how things go on. As regards scheduled 
bank* only, a few have been started by some Indians; others are aj) 
European bankswkich deal with international affairs. If you want to 
have any-rfffinecnon with the outside world afid if you want to \ave 
your cftmmerpe actually carried on, you must have schedule banks*and 
they must be beyond^he controj of tl^ Legislature. They will be con- # 
trolled by the Reserve Bank, as at preftfc^ Th%t control is more than 
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#ufficient. As a businessman I said that if the schedule# banks £ould 
not be excluded from the operation of this Bill, the Bill must be with- 
drawn (hear, hear). 

Mr. VUL8I CHANDRA COSWAM' : When did you decide that? 

\ c 

The Hon'ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

You have been telling me that these European friends of mine influenced 
me to decide in that way. It is nothing like that. Don’t think they 
have brought? in a subject like this in this Bill. It is the Member-in- 
charge who was prepared to withdraw this Bill if the Reserve Bank and 
the scheduled banks were not excluded from the operation of this Bill. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Who is the Member-in-charge? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

You still ask me ! All right, I shall explain. Y"ou need not laugh much, 
because it is no good. If you were of my age and had bfcen suffering 
equally, you would not have said in the -ay as ,\o.u now did. Yesterday 
and the day before I had 108 pulse; to-day it is 94. You can easily 
understand that a man with such a quick pulse cannot be expected to do 
his work ably and if for this a junior friend of mine has been placed in 
charge, you must not say that he has done anything wrong. 

Now I will explain wh\ > ou must take these facts coolly and dis- 
passionately. You must not ascribe motive-' to any of us. You ought 
to know that the department that is going to work this Act is the 
Judicial Department which is manned h\ a businessman at the top, the 
seniormost man among the Judges of District ('ourts and another man 
under him of the position of an Assistant Sessions Judge. If any 
Barrister practising in a High ('ourt or a District Court or any pleader 
practising law in lower courts entertains any such suspicion in his mind 
that our judicial officers can be subjected to bribery aiyl corruption when 
they dispose of cases entrusted to them, I would ask him to go way 
from here as well as the gentleman against whom he can entertain an 
opinion like that. I appeal to you to consider this that you are actually 
helping the courts everywhere and that you are trying to keep up the 
dignity of the courts and the officers of the Judicial Department. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NAS*M BI8WA8: Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I be 
allowed to put a question to the Hon’ble Minister? I want to know’ what 
■is the basis of distinction made w ith regard to banks scheduled before the 
1st of January, 1939, and tfie banks which have or njay become scheduled 
after the 1st January, *1939? 

Thi Hon’bU Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I have already explained 
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tfct Hofl’fcM Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOMAIN, Ktwh Bahadur:* 

SiT| this being- the position, I would ask the House to consider whether* 
^Judicial Department of to-day can accused of any such bribery or 
corruption . If it cannot be. then why is there a suspicion lurking in 
yoTtr minds that when the workiyg of this Act will be in the Hands of 
these people, they will take bribes. / 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Who said so? 

• 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadurs 

I don t, think any friend of mine can entertain an idea that the depart- 
ment, with an Hon’ble Minister presiding over it, is subject to any cor- 
ruption. 1 don t believe it. If hon’blc members can entertain any idea 
like that, the\ ought to know who the Minister is. 1 can assure my 
friends that this idea of bribers and corruption must not find any place 
in the Judicial Department. 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Not at all We will take it 
for granted. 

The* Hon’ble Napab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

When we saw Jhe iuternaticftial trade would disappear from India, we 
thought that the international trade must not be touched by us. ind 
that was why excluded the scheduled banks. 

• ^ 

Then as regards notified banks, in the course of the discuf&ion, a lot 
of facts have been placed before us. When we were thinking of 
scheduled hiinjcs, we were thinking in the main of scheduled banks which 
dealt in international trade. 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: What is international trade? 

♦ i 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HA*RRUFF H088AIN,*Khan Bahadur: 

I am sorry — I do not believe a question like that can come from the 
Deputy l^ad^r of the Congress Party. 


Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI : I am not quite sure you under 


stand what if is. 


am 


Th. Hon’ bl. Na yab MUSHARRUFF HOtSAIN, Khan rfahadur:' 

He ought t^WWItrtt and I say even a child know# it. • 

• » * 5 . 

Mr. TUL8I OHANBRA C08W4MM_ A child does not know it. , < 
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The Hoh’ble Nawab Ml/SHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Baktiur: 

Ah regards notified banks, the question is this. We have now practically 
let in a lot of banks which are nut of an international character and some 
bonks of the province, specially of the districts. My friencf Mr. Datta 
has veiV pointedly placed before this, House that some of these bahks 
have beVi misbehaving and for that they should not be excluded from 
the operating of this Bill. That is a serious allegation against first class 
banks. My friend Mr. Suhrawardy has told you that we are not going 
to «it idle over it* We shall always be on the alert. If it fs found that 
they are not pctually the scheduled banks of the type which people under- 
stand a scheduled bank to be, and if, like common money-lenders, they 
advance mone\ to smaller people at a very high rate of interest and extort 
money from the poor people, it can be so arranged that those banks are 
eliminated from the list. But how to eliminate them is the point at issue. 
If the legislature to-day by a majority decide that all scheduled banks 
will be excluded from the operation of this Bill, wp will have to come 
back again to the Legislature with a proposal that all those banks, 
against whom complaint has been made and found to be triv a , by name be 
eliminated. , 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: You are going to exclude 

scheduled banks referred to by Mr. Datta. 

, r 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I say that, he has simply made certain allegations and if Government find 
that those allegations have real substance behind them' and that the 
country is being oppressed by those banks, it will Ik* the duty of the 
Government to come to the rescue of the people and to oppress those 
banks. 1 know that tlus speech of a determined man of the province 
will be read by even body and 1 am sure that those who are carrying on 
these banks will think 200 times before they do oppress the country. 
They will modify their attitude and will tn to see harmony and^peace 
established in the country? They know that democracy is prevailing iu 
tiie country. If we do anything wrong, that will come to their notice. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for b> minutes. > 


/ter adjournment.) 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Sir. I was on my legs before the prayer interval. I have explained 
to the House why the scheduled banks are bein*Miiirluded by us. 
The attitude of the Minister-in-charge was that if these scheduled 
bauks were not excluded from the operation of this Bill and i£ we 
interfered with the rates of interest which they ought to charge in 
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dealing with the advances they made to the customers, the entire trade 
and commerce would collapse. (A voice from the KrisHajc Praia 
Party: including tea gardens?) Yes, including tea gardens. You 
cannot export tea from India unless you go to one of the scheduled 
banks and place your bill of hftliug with them, receive 80 ^f>er cent, 
of the value of that tea and with that St) per cent, carry on the 
business here. If you sav that \ ou refer to tea business* 1 would tell 
you that eyen tea business would collapse if scheduled hanks ye re 
not excluded. (Balm Nu.f,nj>k\ N \ m Sen: Is tllht the c ase with 
jute too?) Yes; does he know that jute is purchased by oilier countries 
in exactly the same wa\ ? So. if you want to sell off your surplus 
goods to foreign countries, \ mi must go through scheduled banks. 
That being so. Sir, the proportion of excluding the scheduled hanks from 
the scope of the Bill could not have conic from our Kuropeun friends. 

It is my own self-interest, and the self-interest of the whole community, 
that have impelled me to suggest to Government that if the scheduled 
hanks are not excluded from the operation of the Bill, then a greut 
disservice will he done to the country as a whole. (Bahu Kshetua 
Nath Sindh a: 1 suggest that it is an after-thought of the Hon’ble 
Minister.) Well, it may he an after-thought or it may he the same 
thought. Nevertheless the idea was not at all put out of court at 
any stage. * • 

So far as the proceedings of the Select Committee are concerned, 

I will not grudge if I am blamed to a certain extent ; hut 1 must 
remind my honourable friends here that in •the Select Committee 
everything is done by a majority of votes. (Tries of “Ob, oh” from 
Congress members.) And that there are no rules and regulations so 
far as the bnftging in of short-notice amendments is concerned. The 
usual practice as regards (lie tabling, of amendments in this House 
is that thc\ arc first of all discussed in the Cabinet and then, if 
approved, they ay brought forward. Those amendments must be 
accepted bv Mr. Speaker and when he says 4hat they are in order and 
arise in connection with the main motion, then onl\ a subject can be 
discussed here. But that is not the procedure followed in the Select 
Committee. {Cries of “No, no” from Congress members.) In the 
Select Committee every member js free, he can say anything he likes, 
he can move any amendment he likes without any notice whatever 
and even fut the Government of the day j/to difficulty. (M*. Am 
Chandra Kumar : Your Government started this!) No, no, it was 
a Select Committee consisting of the best brains. (Mr. $antosh# 
Kumar Base : Yep , very best!) The Select Committee thought^ in 
one way, aif^I I [tough t in a different way. So you cannot blame me 
for anything .don* by them. (Cries *of “No, no“ froA Congress 
members.) I have bad inly gn# ^pte in the Select Committee * 
(Mr. Santosh Kumar B/su : Onlv on"3^ (BaWu Nahkndra Nath 
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Sen: But you have a casting. vote !) No, no, I have nad only one 

vote. However this being the case, I have nothing further to add on 
this point. ( 

Now, Sir, I shall revert to the f request of the noble gentleman 
opposite— rl mean Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose — that I should -deal with 
international, finance in the course of my speech. My friencrMr. Bose 
is the Leader of the Opposition and of a great party, and I should 
like# very much accede to his request. (Laughter.) May I tell 
him that sinj*,e I have not got sufficient time at my disposal, it is 
impossible for me to oblige him by indulging in a discourse on inter- 
national finance? (Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar: Why not deliver 
your lecture in the Calcutta University?) I can assure my friends 
opposite that I have a thorough grasp and knowledge of international 
finance. (Laughter.) I do not believe that even if I had the time 
at my disposal this House is the proper place where I should display 
my knowledge of the subject. (Laughter.) 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANE^JEE: Sir, in view of the 
Hon’ble Minister’s statement, may 1 beg of you, as the Vice-Chancellor 
of the Calcutta University, to arrange for a lecture being delivered 
by the Hon’ble Minister at tl»e earliest possible date on the subject 
of international finance? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: l shall consider that 'question at the meeting of 
the Syndicate to-morrow. (Laughter.) 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: But there will be’ no sitting of 
this House to-morrow. V <. 


Tha Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIK, Khan Bahadur: 

Sir, 1 have explained to you the histen of the origin of the scheduled 
banks. 

Then, as regards notified banks, you know that this is also not a 
new thing and since the scheduled banks some of which are not 
working according to certain standards, have been left out, then why 
should , not other much \ better-managed banks be helped? (Khan 
Sahib Maulvi Sykd Muhammad Afzal: We have been convinced.) 
,You are, convinced, but they are not. $ 

, *■ T 

Let me explain, Sir, that if you actually feel for the country — and 
I know that you all feel for ^ie country much more (LaiTH do — (cries 
of * “No, nV’ from Congress members), you must npt cripple the 
banking business ifftogether. TJhofc* , that -haw* done wrong to the 
country must be treated uUone way, and tthis idea of rule-making, 
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whi^ has l#en enunciated here, I may tell you, fs not & new tiling 
We have already provided in the* Bill that to work the Act 
aatisfactofily, we should make srules for the guidance of 
Government. The only dissentient voice that has come from 
our party is that, when we» make rules, so long as the rule- 
making £>ower is vested in the Government — and the* Govern- 
ment Secretariat with its technical knowledge of things would bo 
preparing these rules — these rules should be placed before the entire 
Cabinet. The entire Cabinet used to accept these fules as their town. 
(Mr. Santosh Ki’mar Basu: Was there any differeiye of opinion 
as regards these rule-making powers Y Were they unanimous as 
regards these rules?) (Maulvi Muhammad Lsrail: But these are 
Cabinet secrets.) No, they are not Cabinet secrets, it is the wuy in 
which things are carried on in the Secretariat. That is how the 
business of Government has been carried on for the last 150 years. 
(Mr. Santosji Kum\k Basu: For the last 150 years? Good Lord!) 
It may not he 150 years, but, in any case it must be 75 or 80 yours. 
And (ioverifmcnt have been making rules for the proper carrying out 
of the administration at least* during the last 75 years, and I submit 
that in this ease also they will have to follow the same procedure. 
We have made provision in the body of the Bill that Government 
will have to make *rules to carry out the object of the Bill. Govern- 
ment, in the tules that they make, must specify the conditions ^hicli 
must he fulfilled before any hank can aspire to be excluded from the 
operation oi an Act like* this. So, this idea of rule-making is not 
absolutely foreign. It is there. So, I may tell my frieflds that so 
far a> rule-making is concerned, just three or four days ago the Upper 
House decided whatever rules are made must be placed before 

the Legislature for approval. (Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu: The 
Upper House ?) They must be placed before the Cabinet, and ufter 
that they must be placed before the Legislature. So, that idea has 
now been agreed to in principle, and that is why I feel, viz., that 
whatever might have been our 'loop-holes,* we nnist # iake the Legisla- 
ture with us and that whenever the rules are framed they must be 
approved by the Legislature. If that is so, what other guarantee is 
necessary for the safe conduct of the work under this Act. 

Then my friend, I)r. Sanyal, in his usual way tries to distrust 
the Government but who knows that lie ^11 not get a placj here in 
future. Why should he not wait for his chance and so whatever 
power we can preserve wild be enjoyed by him. At present peopje 
like Dr. Sanyal mpf well think that this* power will not be properly 
used. will^be no difficulty and nothing can be said against 

my department. That is my firm belief even now. The moment it 
is*f<mnd that the s^ghtest asjejsioj cast agaii^t my department if 
true, I will resign. ' 
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- - Mr. SPEAKER? The question before the House is ttoe moti^h of 
l5r. Nalinaksha Sanyal 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, may I submit that sub-clause 
(£) must be first voted upon. That 'is the original motion of the 
Hon’ble Mr. Kuhrawardy about exclusion of scheduled banks and 
notified banks and if that is accepted, then alone the particular method 

of notification comes in, otherwise it does not arise. 

r » 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes, you are right. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy that after clause 
2(10) (r), the following sub-clause be inserted, namely: — 

“(//) a loan advanced before or after the commencement of this 
Act — 

(/) by a bank which was a scheduled bank on the 1st January, 
1939, or by a bank whiejj has been declared to be a 
notified bank under section 2A, whether or not such bank 
was a scheduled bank or was so declared to be a notified 

bank, as the ease ma,\ be, at the .time the loan was 

advanced” 

was then put and a division claimed. 

(After trie ringing of the bell was over, Mr. Speaker raised the 
following point.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. 4 Bose, I fi nd section 2 A is specifically 

mentioned in this motion, namely, a bank which has been declared to 

be a notified bank under section 2A. So unless 2 A is carried, would 
it be correct constitutionally to put this motion 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, both are going to be placed 
simultaneously. 

Mr. SPEAKER! I thiVk the proper course would be that I put 
your amendment as an amendment to the entire motion and take 13, 
6, 9 and 2A together. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYJVL: Sir, I do not think, it would be 
Abe proper course—of course, I do not want \p argue with you on this 
matter. 
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lift 8PEAKER: I am glad to hear, it! 


The H^use has divided with the following result: — 

AYES-110. 


AMal Axis, Maalana Mi. 

Abial Bari, Maalvi. 

Abiaf Hallx, Mr. Mirxa. 

AMal Ha Sr, Mr. Mia. 

AMal Hakttm, Mr. 

AMal Hakim, Maalvi. 

AMal Hakim Vikrampari, Maalvi Mi. 

AMal Kaiar, Mr. aliaa Lai Maak. 

AMal Karim. Mr. 

AMal Latif Biawas, Maalvi. 

AMal Wahafe Khan, Mr. 

Abialla-AI Mahmooi, Mr. 

AMer Rahman, Khan Bahaiar A. F. M. 

AMar Raachii Mahmped, Mr. 

Ahiar Rathaad, Maalvi Mi. 

AMar Raaf, Khan Sahib Maalvi $. 

AMar Raaf, Mr. thlh. 

Ahiar Raxrak, Maalvi. 

A bias Shahtti, Maalvi Mi. 

Ahal Hotain Ahmti, Mr. 

Ahal Quaatm, Maalvi. 

Aebaryya Chauihury, Mahara|a Saahi Kanta, at 
Maktaf acha, Mymtnainyh. * 

Attah Ali, Mr. • 

Ahmai Ali Enayatpari, ft han Bahaiar Maalana. 
Ahmai Ali Mriiha, Maqjvi. 

Ahmti Haaain, Mr. 

Alfaxaiiin Ahmai, Khan Bahaiar Maalvi? 
Amiaallah, Khan Sahib Maalvi. 

Aahrafall, Mr. M. 

AalM Hotaain Khaa, Maalvi. 

Axhar All, Maalvi. * 

Barat Ali, Mr. Mi. 

Baaa, Mr. Jatinira Nath. 

Blrkmyra, Sir Hanry, Bart. 

Blamanatack, Mr. L. M. 

Brava, Mr. A. 0. 

Chippendale, Mr. 4. W. # 

Clark, mt. I. A. 

Daa, Mr. Aaakal Chandra. 

Daa. RaJ tahib Klrft Bbaaan. 

Data, Baba Dabaaira Nath. 

F axial Hay, tha Haa'Mt Mr. A. 4C. 

FaMal Qaaiir, KhaMahaiur Maalvi. 

Factor Rahmaa, Mr. 

Faxlar Rahmaa (MyaNaaiayh), Mr. 

Frtnth, Mr. F. H. 

Balam Bancor Haemal, Mr. Chah tyai. 

Comae, Mr. B. A. 


CrHfftba, Mr. C. 

Naftsaida Chovdhary, Maalvi. 
HaaHiaiila Ahmai, Khaa Sahib. 
Maaaaaaaaaraa, MaatriBL. a 
Maaham Ali Khaa^JiBlV Iflhaiar 
MaMaa manned, Mrs^ M. B. B. 
Nataautty iamaiar, lyiaa lahlh l 
Hawklaff,*Mr. R. 4. 



Nlrtaal, Mr. M. A. F. 


iiria Ahmti Mia, Maalvi. 
iaaimaiiin Ahmti, Mr. 

Kabiraiiln Khaa, Kha* Bahaiar Maalvi. • 
Kutm Ali Mirxa, lahibxaia Kawan dab Byti. 
Ktaatiy, Mr. I. Q. a 

MeCrtftr, Mr. 0. 0. 

MaBxaiila Ahmti, Maalvi. 

Maflxaiiin Choaihary, Maalvi. 

Mayalrt, Mr. L. T. 

Mahtabuiiia Ahmti, Khan Bahaiar Maalvi 
Mandal, Mr. Banka Bthari. 

Mtnial, Mr. Birat Ohanira. 

Manial, Mr. Jay at Chandra. 

Maniraiiin Akhani, Maalvi. 

Mariniin, Mr. F. 4. 

Milt*, Mr. 0. W. 

Millar, Mr. G. 

Mthtin Ali, Mr. Mi. 

Moryan, Mr. 0., 0.1. E. 

Moaltm Ali Mollah, Maalvi. 

Moxammtl Hay, Maalvi Mi. 

Mahammai Afxal, Khan Bahlb Maalvi Byti. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Maalvi. 

Mahammai laheyae, Maalvi. 

Muhammad lirait, Maalvi. * 

Mahammai liiiiyae, Khan Bahaiar Dr. Byti. 
Mahammai Btlaiman, Khan lahlh Maalvi. 
Mallick, tht Handle Mr. Makania Bthary. 
Mallick, Mr. Palin Bthary. * 

Maiharralt Hotain, tht Mta'Mt Navab, Khan 
haiar. 

Mattayawiai Haqat, Mr. Byti. 

Naxlmaiiin, tha Htn'Ma Khwaja Bir, K.C.I.f . 
Nttraiiin, Mr. K. 

Norton, Mr. A. R. 

Rahman, Khaa Bahaiar A. M. L. 

Baikal, tha Han'Ma Mr. Prataana Dtb. 
Raxaar Rahmaa Khaa, Mr. 

Rom. Mr. 4. B. 

Rty, the Han'Ma Bir Bijtf Pratai Biayh. 

Ray, Mr. Patiram. 

Baiaraiiln Ahmti, Mr. 

BaBraiiin Ahmti, Haji. 

larfcar, Baba Madhaaaiaa. 

larktr, tht Han’Ma Mr. Nallni Re a) an, 

Baaaota, Mr. R. M. 

Ihahabaiita, Mr. Kbvaja, O.B.C. 

BhaaiaiCB Ahmti Khtnikar, Mr. 

Sirdar, Baba Utta Mania. 

Smith, Mr. H. Brabant. 

Itavaa, Mr. 4. W. R. 
labravariy, tht Hoa’Ne Mr. M. B. 

Tamtxaiiia Khaa, tht Htn'Mt Mr. 

Taft I Abated Chlaihary, Maafvi Ha|L 
Walker, Mr. W. A. M. # 

War An, Mr. F. F. S. 

YavMf Mirxa. 
f%»^ii BbaWhary, Mr. 

ZahaTA^ei CbtAihary, MvatvL 
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Abdul W Ahtd, Maulvi. 

AH Htttala lirkw, Mulvi. 

Abut Fail, Mr. Mi. 

A haul Kbta, Mr. Sytd. 

Atimuddin AM. Mr. 

BtaarJI, Mr. F. 

BtMrJtt, Mr. Frtmatbt Nath. 

Bautrji, Mr. Iityi Frlyt. 

Baut^tt, Or. laraah Chandra. 

Barma, Bala Frtmharl. * 

Batu, Mr. Bairttih tyumar. 

Bbawmik, Dr. Bobtnda Chandra. 

Bit was, Mr. Ratik Lai. 

Bliwai, Mr. Burtndra Nath. 

Bata, Mr. tarat Chandra. 

Chakrabarty, Mr. datindra Nath. 
OhtHtpadhyay, Mr. Harlpada. 

Chaudhuri, Ral Hartndra Nath. 

Oat, Bqbu Mahlm Chandra, 

Oat, Ba|« Radhanath. 

Oat, Mr. Mtnmohan. 

Oat Bapta, Baba Khaftndra Nath. 

Oat Bapta, Dr.d.M. 
at Bapta, Srljut Nartnra Nath, 
ftta, Mr. Dhlrtndra Nath. 

Oalal, Mr. Harandranath Nath. 

Oatta, Mr. taka mar. 
patta Bapta, Mitt Mira. 

Hatta Maiumdar, Mr. Nlhartada. 

Imdadal Naqat, Kast. 

Bhatr, Mr. Atal Kriihna. 

Blataddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Botwaml, Mr. Talti Chandra. 

Haaan All Ohtwdhary, Mr, lytd. 

The Ayes being lift and 


dalaladdia Hatha my, Mr, 

dalaa, Mr. I. 0. 

daaah Ail Majamdar, Maahri. 

(Kamar, Mr. Atal Chandra. 

Kaada, Mr. Nithitha Nath. 

MaHi, Mr. Nikaaja Bah art. 

Maitra, Mr. laraadra Mahan. 

Maji, Mr. AdwaRa Kamar. 

Majamdar, Mrt. Hamaprava. 

Mai, Mr. Itwar Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. dagtndra Nath. 

Mandal, Mr. Kriihna Fratad. 

Maqhal Hataln, Mr. 

MaktrJI, Mr. Dhiraadra Narayan. 

Makhtrjtt, Mr. B. 

Mnkhtrji, Dr. tharat Chandra. 

Malllck, Srijut Aihatath. 

Naiktr, Mr. Him Chandra. 

Fain, Mr. Barada Fret anna. 

Framanlk, Mr. Tarlnicharan. 

Ramizuddin Ahmtd. Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Ohara Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalhrithna. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran larkar. 

R-y, Mr. Kithori Fati. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Banyai, Dr. Nallnakiha. 

Itn, Baha Nagtndra Nath. 

Ihahodall, Mr. 

lingha Bahu Ktht'tra Nath. 

Binha, Bri|ut Maaindra Bhrtan. 

Bar, Mr. Harmdra Kumar. 

Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. * 

Zaman t/ Mr. A. M. A. 

motion was agreed to, 


the Noes 68, the 


The motion of Ur. Nalinaksha Sanyal that W^*.-w clause 2A 
(amendment No. 14) proposed by the Hon 'hie Mr. II. S. Suhrawardv, 
the following be substituted, namely: — 

“2A. The Provincial Government shall by jotification in the 
Official Gazette declare anv bank to be a notified bank for 
the purposes of this Act, which may be recommended by 
the Reserve Rank of India or which, complies with such 
conditions as the Provincial Government may, with the 
approval of the Provincial Legislature, prescribe by rules 

made under this Act” 

V v •* 

was then put and a division taken with the following result: 


Abdul Wabad, Ifeutvi. 

AH Httttlt Btrkar, MdMMo » 

AM P«M, Mr. Md. * fMw* 

AhMyyu HttdHiy, MdBmJ* MhM Mr*vW { Bhhtrjaa, Mr. Framatha Ruth. 
Muktayatha, My mtafyh. I laaarji, l.Mtya Frtya. 


AYES — Bf. 


Ahmtd K'.aa, Mr. dyad. 
Atlmudd • Ahmtd, Mr. 
BhMfk t*r. F. a 
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lind Chaadra. 
Barma, Mb P wmbarl. 

Banana, Imllyaai Prasad. 
Bass. Mr. IMVH Komar. 
Bhawmkfc, Or. Oahlnda Chandra. 
Bfcwaa, Mr. Batik Lai. 

Biswas, Mr. taroadra Natk. 

I*M, Mr. taral Chandra. 

Chakra ha rty, Mr. datiadra Nath. 
Chattapadhyay, Mr. Haripada. 
Chaadhnri, Rai Haraadra Natk. 
Oas, Oaka Makiai Chandra. 

Oat, Saka Radhanath. 

Dat Oupta, Kfcapaadra Natk. 

Oat Oupta, trijut Narandra Natk. 
Datta. Mr. Dhlrsadra Natk. 

Dalai, Mr. Haraadra Natk. 

Datta, Mr. Sakaaiar. 

Datta Oapta, Mitt Mira. 

Datta Mazamdar, Mr. Niharnnda. 
Emdadnl Hapaa, Kail. 

Okaaa, Mr. Ataf Krishna. 
Oiasaddia Ahmad, Mr. 

Ooswami, Mr. Tulsl*Chandra. 
Natan AH Ohaadhary, Mr. tyad. 
dalaladdln Hatha try, Mr. tyad. 
dalan, Mr. I. 0. 
donah All Majamdar, Maalvi. 
Kamar, Mr. Atai Chandra. 


Kaada, Mr. Ntehitfca*Nsth. 

Malti, Mr. Ntkaala Bthiri. 
Maltra, Mr. taraadra Makaa 
ONajl, Mr. Adwatta Kamar. 
Majamdar, Mrs. Mamaprova. 
Mai, Mr. Isarar Chaadra. 

Maadai, Mr. dapaadra Natk. 
Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad. 
Mapbal Natain, Mr. 

Makarji, Mr. Dhiraadra Narayaa. 
Makharjaa, Mr. B. 

Makharji, Or. Iharat Chaadra. 
Mnllick, Irijat Aihatatk. 

Naskar, Mr. Mam Ohaadra. 
Pramaaik, Mr. Tariaickaraa* 
Ramizoddia Ahmad, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Ohara Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. Kamalkrithaa. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran lankar. 

Ray, Mr. Klthari Pati. 

Ray, Mr. Maamatha Nath. 
Sanyal, Or. Nalinaksha. 
tan, Bata Napsndra Nath, 
•hahadali, Mr. 

tinha, Irijat Manindra Bhataa. 
tar, Mr. Harandra Kamar. 
Waliar Rahman, Maalvi. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOES— 112. 


Akdal Asia, Maalana &«. 

Akdal Bari, Maaivi. # 

Akdal Halil. Mr. Mirza. 

Akdal Hafiz. Mi. Mia. 

Akdal Hakaam, Hr? 

Akdal Hakim, Maalvi. 

Akdal Hakim Vikramparl, Maalvi Md. 

Akdal Hamid, Mry. K, 

Akdal Kadtr, Mr. aW^GiT Maak. 

Akdal Karim, Mr. 

Akdal Lattf Biswas, Maalvi. 

Akdaila-al Mahmaad, Mr, 

Abdar Rahman, Khan Bahadar A. P. M. 

Ahdar Rasahid Mahmaad, Dir. 

Abdar dtasbavd, Maalvi Md. 

Abdar Raaf, Khan takik Maalvi I. 

Abdar Rant, Mr. tbak. 

Abdar Raiiak, Maalvi. 

Abdat tkabtad, Maalvi Md. * 

Akal Nataia Ahmad, Mr. 

Akal Qaatsm, Maalvi. 

Aftak All, Mr. 

Ahmad All Caayatpari, Khan Bahadar Maalana. 
Ahmad AH MrMha, Maalvi. 

Ahmad Nataia, Mr. 

Altaaaddia Ahmad, Kkaa Bahadar Maalvi. 
AmiaoNab, Kkaa takik Maaivi. 

Aakrafaii, Mr. M. • . 

Aalad Nasaala Kbsa^ Maatpl** 

Askar All, 

Oars! AH. Mr. Md. 

Blrfcpyra. Mr Hanryt Dart. 

Bltwtntftah, Mr. L. M. 

Brava, M. A. 0. ' 

fktepa^dala, Mr. d. W. 


Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Oas, Mr. Anakal Chandra. 

Das, Rai tihlb Kirlt Bhutan. 

Oats, Baku Dajpndra Nath. 

Fazlul Hus, ths Han'klt Mr. A. t. 

Faxlul Quadir, Khan Bahadar Maalvi. 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. 

fazlsr Rahman (Mymaatinph), Mr. 

Franch, Mr. F. H. 

Cal am tarwar Htsaini, Mr. thah tyad. 

Oamaa, Mr. I. A. 

QrlMtths, Mr. 0. 

Haflsaddin Chawdhury, Maalvi. 

Hamidaddin Ahmad, Khan takik. 
Hatanuyaman, Maalvi Md. 

Hasham Ali Khan, Kht* Bahadar Maalvi. 
Hatina Murshad, Mrs., M.B.C. 

Mala mall jr Jsmadar, Khan takik Maalvi. 
Havkingt, Mr. R. J. 

Haadry, Mr. OavM. 

Hirtzal, Mr. M. A. F. 

Idris Ahmad Mia, Maalvi. 
datlmaddia Ahmad, Mr. 

KabiruCOa Khan, Khan Bahadur Mylvi. 
Kasam Ali Miru, taklkzada Kawaa Jak tyad. 
Kaaaady, Mr. I. 0. 

MtBrapar, Mr. B. 0. 

Mafljaddia Ohondhary, Maalvi. 

Matanddla Aluaad, Maalvi. 

Mapairt, Mr. L. T. 

Mahatakaddin Ahatad, Kkaa BrO a dsr ManM. 
Manly, Mr. Birst tkaadr k. 

Mandal, Mr. dotal Chandra . 

Mt^fONdte AkfeaM, MN SInl . 

Martedte, Mr. F.%. \ § 1 

• 
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ipilM, Mr. i. w. 

Milter, Mr. e. 

Mtenur Alt, Kill UMir. 

Mobtlo All, Mr. Mi. 

Mtfftfl, Mr. C.I.I. 

MtfliM, All Mollah, Mtfllvl. 

Mott maul Huq, Maulvi Mi. 

Mohammad A^al, Khan lahlh Mavlvi 8yvd. 
Mohammad Ihrahlm, Mavlvi. 

Mohammad lihafvvi Mavlvi. 

Mohammad lirail, Maolvi. 

Mohammad Sliiiqoa, Khan Bahaior Dr. 8ytd. 
Mohammad Selaiman, Khaif Sahib Maolvi. 

Molliek, tha Hon’bla fit. Mokunda Bahary. 

Molllck, Mr. Pulln Bahary. 

Moaharruff Hoaiaia, tha Hon’bla Nawab, Khan 
•ahaiur. 

Naximoiiin, tha Hon’bla Kbwaja Sir, K.G.I.E. 
Nooroiiln, Mr. K. 

Norton, Mr. H. R. 

Rahman, Khan Bahaior A. M. L. 

Ralkut, tha Hon’bla Mr. Praianna Dab. 


Rasaor Rahman Khan, Mr. ^ f 

Ron, Mr. i. B. / 

Roy, tha Hon’bla Sir BIJoy Praani Wk»fb. 
Roy, Mr. Pntlrnm. i 

laiaroiiin Abmai, Mr. 

Safroiiin Abmai, Haji. 
farkar, Babu Maihoaoian. 
larkar, tha Hla'bla Mr. Nnllnl Ran Jin. 
laiaoon, Mr. R. M. 
tarajol lalam, Mr. 

Ihahaboiiin, Mr. Khwaja, C.B.E. 
Shamioiiin Abmai Khonikar, Mr. 
tiriar, Baba Litta Mania. 

Smith, Mr. H. Brabant. 

Suhrawariy, tha Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 
Tamiiuiiin Khan, tha Hon’bla Mr. 

Total Almad Chouihory, Mavlvi Haji. 
Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Warran, Mr. P. F. 8. 

Yotuf Ali Chouihory, Mr. 

Zahur Ahmad Chooihury, Mavlvi. 


The Ayes being ti(i und the Noes 112, the motion was lost. 


& The motion of the Hon’ble fl. S. Suhrawanly that after 

clause 2 the following clause be inserted, namely: — 

“Notified banks. — 2A. The Provincial Government may by 
notification in tin* Official Gazette declare any bank to be a 
notified bank for the purpose of this Act: 

Provided that no bank shall be so declared to be a notified bank 
'unless it complies with such conditions as the Provincial 
Government may with the approval of the Provincial 
Legislature prescribe by rules made uijder this Act and 
not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act” 

was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 


The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Monday, the 22nd 
May, 11139, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



Procfe^dingi of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
. underlie provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 22nd May, 1939, at 4-45 pm. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Ilon'bh* Khan Bahudui M Axixri Iltgi'K, i .i.k.) 
in the Chair, 10 Hon’ble Minister and 204 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Bench and Court in Madhabpur Union Board, Tipper 

• * , 

•458. Mr.,A8IMUDDlH AHMED: With reference to the rejuJy to 
supplementary questions to starred question No. 351 of the 18th April, 
1939, will the Ilon'ble Minister in charge of the .Judicial and Legisla- 
tive Department he pleased to state whether rte is considering the 
desirability of — 

(a) inquiry whether the petition through a local M.L.A. 

in registered cover, on the 14th March, 1939, protesting 
against the establishment of union bench and court by the 
people of No. 1 Madhabpur Hu ion Board, po] ice-station 
Burichang, in the district of Tippera, has Wen received by 
the District Magistrate; and • • 

(b) making a statement as to the action promised to he taken on 

the petition ? 

• 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Muaharruff Hossai*, Khan 
Bahadur): (a) A petition through a local M.L.A. was leceived by the 
District Magistrate, f fippera, on the 16th March, 1939. t # 

( b ) The matter w receiving attention. The # M.L.A. has been tasked 
by the DisTrict Magistrate to furnish specific instances of grievances 
about tke union bench anX court. Uutil'a reply from him is received no 
further enquiry in th# mJter is.p^ssiile. . • 
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m 

* 

c Mr, 8 HASHED All: With reference to answer (6),* 

Minister be pleased to state whether the District Magi 
quently received another application with particulars? 

Thi Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUfF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Whether «ny application has been received by District Magistrate is 
not within my knowledge. I would refer my honourable friend to the 
Collector himself whom he should approach for necessary information. 


wilj the H/h'ble 
strate Ws subse- 


Female Training School, Dacca. 

•459. Maulvi MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to 
state—. 

what is the minimum qualification required for admission into 
the — 

(1) junior, and 

(2) senior 

course of the Female Training School at Dacca; and 

(it) the total number of students receiving training at present in 
each class in both junior and senior courses? 

(b) Will the ITon’bJe Minister be pleased 'to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing sejiarately from the years 1935 to 1938 of students of 
different communities including the Sc heduled Castes — 

(i) that were admitted in each class of the schodFr-^' 

( it ) that appeared in the annual and final examinations of each class 
from the school; and 

(Hi) that passed from the school ? , 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that the number of successful Muslim female students in the 

final examination is small; and 

( ii ) that there exist certain grievances and disadvantages of a 

general nature for the students of the Muslim and Scheduled 
Castes communities? 

• (d) A~e the Government considering the desirability of — 

(i) providing additional accommodation for tbet increased number 

< pf students seeking admission; an^ ’ 

(ii) affording special facilities to the stidents of the Muslim and 

Scheduled Castes pcminunities ? \ 

; ' < ‘ , 
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Iff 


MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT <the* 
Hm*bj*Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq); Candidates who have passed class Yf 
of a midd^ or high school are allowed gto enter the class for the junior 
certificate. When candidates possessing these qualifications are not 
forthcoming students with inferior qualifications ure admitted at the 
discretion *of the head of the institution and subject to certain con- 
ditions. 


(2) Candidates who have spent a full year in the Matriculation class 
or its equivalent are admitted to the course for thessenior certificate. 


(it) Junior 36 and senior 14. • 

(b) A statement giving the particulars required is placed ou the 
table. 


(c) (i) Yes. 

(it) I have no such information. « 

(d) (?) There is a proposal tor a larger training college. {P 
(it) Goveijiment have in mind the needs of the Muslim and Scheduled 

Castes communities. 
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Admiufon into Kurigram Guru Training 8cho»l. 

/ 

*460. Kazi EMOADUL HAQUE: Will the Honble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(a) how many gurus did appear at the last Test Examination prepa- 
* ratory to admission into the Guru Training School at Kuri- 
f gram from the Kurigram and Lalmonirhat circles; 

\b) how many gurus from each circle have come out successful; 

(c) how many gurus from each of the circles have been admitted; 

and 

(d) how many gurus were admitted during each of the last three 

years to the Kurigram Guru Training School and from what 
< circle P 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: ia) Kurigram Circle 60 and 
Lalmonirhat Circle 21. t 

(h) There is no question of success in the examination, but gurus 
are selected for admission in order of merit after taking the results of the 
examination into consideration. 

(r) Kurigram Circle 11 and Lalmonirhat Circle 3. 

I 

(d) A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause ( d ) of starred jpuestior: No. 460 , 
* showing gurus admitted into the Kurigram Qurn Training School. 


Serial 

No. 

Name of Circle. 

1937. 

1938. 

1939. 

Subdivision. 

1 

Kurigram 

20 

10 

11 

Kurigram. 

2 

Lalmonirhat 

8 

5 

3 

Sadar. 

3 

Sadar . . 

3 

4 

8 

4 

Badarganj 


3 


,, 

5 

Mahiganj 


3 

7 

u 

6 

7 

Mithapukur . . * 

Gaibandha 


‘ 6 

1 

5 

i r 

Gaibandha. 

8 

Govindaganj 

9 

5 ! 

2 

>> 

' 9 

Sundarganj 


4 

3 

Nilphamari. 

10 

Nilpbamari 




1 1 

Jaldhaka 



j* * 

< 


' * 

Total 

40 

40 

40 

1 ' 
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S iiyiAOUL HAQUE: With reference to Answer *( 6), will 

Minister be pleased to state* whether papers are set for the 
on, they are examined, *uurks are allotted and results t 

declared ? 

The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQi I cannot unswer’that ques- 
tion without reference to the authorities. I want notice. 

• * 

Kazi EMDADUL. HAQUE: Will the Hou’ble Jiinister be pleased 
to state how the merit of a candidate is judged? * 


Mr. 8PEAKER: That question hardly arises. After all, every 
institution will judge its own men by its owm standard. 


Officers of 8lbpur Engineering College permitted to undertake private 
• work. 

• 

•461. Mr. J. N. CUPTA: <,/> Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Department be pleased to state whether any ofHeer on 
the sta # ff of the Engineering, Col lege, Sibpur, has been granted permis- 
sion to serve a}so elsewhere *n addition to his official duties? * • 

( b ) If the ^answer to (a) is in tin* affirmative, will the Hon’bl© 
Minister be pleased to stat# — 

(i) the name of such officer; and 

(ft) the^nature of the work fm which permission lots been given? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ^ un Yes. 

, (b) ( i ) Mr. A. K. Banerjee, part-time Lecturer in Ueology, Bengal m 
Engineering College. 

(i7) Permission was given in general terms to undertake other work, 
provided that such other work did not interfere with the performance 
of his official <J u ties: 


Mr. PROMATHA RAN JAN ^HAICUR: With reference to answer 
(ti), will tke Hon’ble Minister be pleased t6 state whether a professor 
or a lecturer of an Engineering College can enter into any private 
engineering business subject to the proviso that it does noteinterferef 
with the performance of his official duties? 


JMr. SPEAKER: TheA 

a part-time lecturer. • * 


lestion has been answered in full — he is only 
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r « Mt. PROMATH* RANtlAN THAKUR: May I kno* whether a 

full-time lecturer can do so? 

t 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a hypothetical question. 

f 

Babu KAGENDRA NATH SEN: What are the reasons that induced 
Government to give this permission to Mr. Banerji? 

1 X 

Hfr. SPEAKER: That question has also been answered — he is only 
a part-lime lecturer. * 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. 

* (answers to which were laid on the table) 

Distribution of agricultural loans in Dewanganj and Islampur thanas of 

Mymonsingh. 

216. Mr. MD. ABDUL JABBAR PALWAN: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

' (?) the amount that has been distributed in the th&nas of Dewan- 
gnnj and Islampur (separately) in tl^e district of 
Mymensingh as agricultural loan^ in 1938-39; and 
(ft > how many persons have been given such loans in each of these 
two thanas? 

( b ) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that distress prevails even now in 
Unions Nos. 1, 4 and portion of No. 2? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
coasidering the desirability of sanctioning fresh loans for these areas? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad 8ingh Roy): (a)— 


Name of thana. 

Amount 
distributed as 
agricultural 
loan. 

Number of 
persons 
whom the 
-- loan was 
given. 

Dewanganj 

Ra. 


... IS, 952 

4,588 

Islampur 

... Jp,40t) 

5,203 

( b ) Yes. 

A* 


(c) Further loaus in 

these areas are bein^. distributed 

now. 
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Free primary schools within the Rangpur Municipality. 


217. Mr, SHAH ABOUR RAUF: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
"charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 


(a) liow many free primary schools have been established within 

the Rangpur Municipality since the introduction of the Fre^ 
Primary Education Scheme in the district; * 

(b) how many tfeachers have been employed in # those schools; 

(c) how many o^them are Muslims; 

{d ) what is the annual expenditure for these schools; and 


(e) how much of the total expenditure is contributed by 
Government ? 


The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (<G b. 

(b) 34. # 

{c) 5. 

(d) Rs. 14,400 per annum. 

(cj Not exceeding Rs. 0,000 per annum. 

Fazlul Huq Guru Training 8chool and a College at Dadanohak, Malda. 

218. Mr. TARINI CHARAN PRAMANIK: (<n Is .the Hon’blo 
Minister in cliarge of the Education Depart merit aware that a f/nm 
training school known as Fazlul Huq Guru Training School and a 
college have be?n established at Dadanohak in Maldu district Y 

(b) If so, what steps, if any, are being taken by Government for the 
stabilisation of the said school and college with a view to their m 
permanency? • 

o 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes* 

( b ) The question does not arise, as the institutions htve not yet 
fulfilled the conditions of recognition. 


Reappointment of discharged process-servers of the Bakargaiy district. 


219. Maillvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: (a) Will the Hon;ble Minu- 
ter in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department be pleased to 
state whether the di%fihtt r £ e d process-servers, mentioned in the "reply 
given To starred question! No. 54 of the 20th December, f934, ill the 
Beng'al Legislative Council, o^the district of Bakarganj have up tijl 
now been reappointed jyrmanentlj? 
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(b) If the* answer to (a) is i u the negative, will the H^n’ble^fcnis- 

ter }>e pleased to state the reason therefor? f • * 

(c) Have any outsiders been appointed permanently in the district 

since the reply was delivered? { 

(d) Is Jhe Hon'ble Minister aware that in place of the Muhammadan 
process-servers discharged during the two years 1932 and 1933 Caste 

'Hindu outsiders have been taken in during t^e years 1937, 1938 
and *939? c j 

( e ) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, is the Hon’ble Minister 

contemplating an enquiry into the matter? * 


The Hofi’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H 088 A IN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) Some of them were reapjiointed permanently. No provision could be 
made f«r the other discharged process-servers for want of permanent 
vacancy. 

(b) and (e) Do not arise. 

( c ) and ( d ) No. 


Conduct of police authorities in relation to ex-detenu Babu Chiranji Lai 

8hroff. 

* « 

2(j6* I8WAR DAS JALAN: (</) Ln the Honble ( Minister in 
charge of the Home (Poluv) Department aware— 

(0 that 1 between 1932 and 1938 Babu Chiranji Lai Shroff, a Marwari 
young man of Calcutta and an ex-detenu, was not less than 
half a dozen times arrested by the Hare* Street' thana and 
sent up for trial under different sections of the Indian Penal 
Code and Calcutta Police Act, but each time acquitted, the 
trying Magistrate making in some cases remarks against the 
said Hare Street tliona; 9 

(it) that on the 11th November, 1935, the said Chiranji Lai Shroff 
was taken to the Hare Street thana at 4 p.m. by the police 
fetid then escorted to the Commissioner of Police at Kyd 
Street, wherefrom he wan let oft late at night after a state- 
ment about his activities had been recorded by the Deputy 
Commissioner; ( > ^ 

(it?) that the said Chiranji Lai Shroff, when in police custody at Lai 
Bazar complained on the morning of the 19th February, 
* 1938, to the Deputy Commissioner of ‘Pplice at Lai Bazar, 
• of an assa\ilt‘on him the previous ; and 

(lu) that ( he was kept in jaiL till the 1st ‘March, 1938, when the 
Ilon’ble High Court ipteivejied to grant him bail and the 
case ended in his acquittal? | 
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answer to (<?) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considenY the desirability of making an enquiry into the matter? 

(o) If not, why not? # 

MINISTER in charge of the*HOME DEPARTMENT (thf Hon'ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimudthn): (a) (/) Five eases have been traced in which 
Babu Chiranji Lai Shroff was prosecuted during the period mentioned* 
He was acquitted in Your cases and convicted in o^u*. The Commis- 
sioner of Police reporn that there is nothing in his records to show that 
any adverse remarks were made against the police b\ the trying 
Magistrates in these eases. 

(ii) It is true that he went to the Hare Street thana on the 11th 
November, 19*15, and afterwards to the ( onimissioner of Police, but my 
information is that he went willingly and that he left at about 4-£p ffm. 

* (iiu) Yes, Juit on medical examination no signs of any injury could 
be found. 

( iv) Yes:* Bail was refused by the trying Magistrate us the case was 
non-bailable • 

(b) and (r) Do not nris**. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AtfYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if this^Mr. Chiranji Lai Shroff is the same person as was the 
Joint Secretary of the Anji-Gambling T.eagite of which the Hon’ble 
Khan Bahadur Azizul Haque was the President ? # 

Mr. 8PE4AKER: I think, strictly shaking-, he was then Mr. Azizul 
Haque (laughterf. 

.The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIrt : I am not aware of it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAJL: Is it u° fact that# this Mi Shroff 
had put in a petition in the court of the Chief Presidency Magistrate, 
Calcutta, on the 14th December, 1930, drawing attention to the fact 
that because of his activities in connection with the Anti>Gamhling 
League, he was likely to be harassed by the police and some rich men? 

* • # • 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aw an* of it. 

• • " 

Dr. NALINAK£HA 8ANYAL: A copy* of his petition, dated the 

14th December, 1936, k with me. The copy shows that he apprehended 
trouble lor wljich he migTh have to apprtwieh the court for* protection. 

• f • • • 

The Hon’ble Khwaj^tr NAZIItyJODIN \ I hale got iy> information. 
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Or, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that on tHe 29tJi/April, 
1930, this young man was first arrested under the Bengal rfrdiflance 
and was detained in jail up to May, 1931? ' 


The Hon’ble Khwajft 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I find that this* man is an 
ex-detenu, but I cannot verify the dates at the present time. 

• . ( 

Dr. NALI/IAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact thwt this young man was 

thereafter found to be connected with various kinds of social service 
activities like labour organisation and anti-gambling work? 


•The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have no information. 

v 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that on the 14th Novem- 
ber, 1932, an Assistant Sub-Inspector of the Special Blanch anested 
him on the footpath of the Boyal Exchange under section 54 and 
charged him under section 353, Indian Penal Code, but ultimateh the 
case was withdrawn bv the police? 

Che Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: From the information 
available and from the statement that we took from thy* gentleman, it 
appears that he was ^rested and prosecuted for obstruction and the 
period on record is February, 1933. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Yes. I am wima* to that .late 
ilso. 

Will the Hon’ hie Minister be pleased to state whether he was again 
arrested by the Hare Street ]>olice near the East India Jute Association, 
Limited, for obstructing tly» footpath but was acquitted by an Honorary 
Magistrate after trial? " 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as 1933 is con- 
cerned, viz., prosecution for obstruction and subsequent acquittal, it ia 
correct. 

i 

Dr. 4IALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that in August, 1933, be 
aras again ^Treated on the same charge by the Catcptta Police and again 
le was acquitted after trial? 

( 

TN Hon'W. Khwaja Sir NAZOllUDDIN: that is also correct, I 
hink. 
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Hr, HALlVlAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that in September, 1933*, 
be adnt a\petition to the Hon* hie the Home Member and the Commis- 
sioner of Police* for protection in view of the threats that he wan 
receiving from the gamblers, i^., the fatkauallas of the East India 
.lute Association? 

• 

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I have no information: 
Sir. I 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that on the ”01 h October, 
1933, he was again arrested under section o4. Cr. P. (\, in connc(‘tion 
with the Khangrapatti robben case which was a jnditical case and after 
five days’ lock-up he was dischniged? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No. Sir . T don’t find 
any record f>f the a nest of Mr. Chiranji Lai Shroff after the 29tb 
August, 1933, till loth Marche 1934. There was nothing in between. 

Dr.* NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Before the loth March, 1934, there 
were some incidents which* were not perhaps recorded bv the police? 

The Hon'bfe Khwaja Sp NAZIMUDDIN:*! here is no record of any 
material tip to the receipt of this cpiestion whTch contain# the state- 
ment made by the honourable member. 

A 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is i t a ta«t that he was again 
arrested under section Tii of Act IV of the Calcutta Police Act bv the 
same Hare Street Police in the same place, viz., the Royal Lx'hajige 
Plage and he wat again honourahh acquitted bv an Honorary Magis- 
trate after some tiial? 


The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: That i> collect. Sir. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that on the 18th July* 
1934, he was again arrested* with 18 laboifr leaders for a mteting at 
Albert Hall in connection with the Anti-Gandhism League or Com- 
munist Party of Bengal and he was acquitted and the learned Publi<f 
Prosecutor admitted that there was no evidenee t against accused No. 12* 
(ChiraQji Lai Shroff) ai d that he was falsely implicated in this case?* 

• . ) 

The Boifblt KhWbje 8ir MABMWDDIN: I have no information). 

Sir. 
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c Dr. NALINAKSHA SAN Y-AL : Is it fact that in* September, 
•October and November, 1935, police officers came to his hot'se ahd to 
his business place at Royal Exchange Place and sometimes requested 
•him to go to the thana and several tiiqes asked him to accompany theta 
to different places? 0 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as I can find, on 
the 20th November, 1935, he was convicted and sentenced to detention 
till the rising of the court and fined Rs. 50 in 1 default to suffei two 
months’ rigorous imprisonment. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly 
let the House know the offence for which he was convicted in this 
cash' ? T Was it for pushing a constable? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: He wa^ arrested at the 
Royal Exchange Place for assaulting a constable. He wae sent up and 
convicted on the 20th November, 1935, and sentenced to detention till 
the rising of the court and fined Rs. 50. oi in default to suffer rigorous 
imprisonment for two months. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: To cut short, 1 havn* got one more 
-question in this series. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: R o w many series have \ou got? t Laughter . ) 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: 1 submit, Kii, that th : s is a case 
in which I should receive your indulgence. It a third-degiee case of 
"this nature had happemled in any other country, it would have created 
a revolution. (Laughter. V A man was constantly pursued by the 
police for his anti-gambling work because the police was in league with 
the gamblers. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: How long will you go on, Dr. Snnval? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. I have got one more question. 
This is a very important matter, Sir, and I hope that you will not 
-exercise your authority to stop me. 

The KOft’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order, Sir. 
Although I am quite prepared to give the honourable member any 
information that is available, I would like to 'state very emphatically 
that these incidents happened before the preseut Government took office, 
and so they cannot be held acccmnfakie for them, Apart from that, 
Sir, I submit that these questions ere not reatjlv relevant to the issue. 
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Dr. JNALltlAKSHA 8ANYAL: All* right. I am coming to the* 
incidents (pr which the present Government is responsible. 

^ Is it a fact that on the 18th Februuiy, 1988, when this Government 
was in office this young man was Again arrested at the Royal Exchange 
Place by flie same Hare Street Police and placed this time under 
section 406, I. P. C., and in this case also after a protracted trial, in 
which both sides tona^t very hard, he was acquitted ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZI MU DD IN : Yes. This 1 was a case 
on the complaint of a private person, namely, Sukknr Jhoonjhoon walla. 

Mr. rhiranji Lai Shi oft* was arrested under section 406, 1. P. ( '. , on 
the complaint of Mr. Jhoonjhoon walla that he had criminally mis- 
appropriated Rs. 261 entrusted to him for redeeming n gold or implicit 
which was pledged through him. He was sent up under section 406, 

I. P. C. . but tlie Chief Presidency MagMtnfe, who tried the case, gave 
him the henefjt of doubt on the 2nd June. 1988, and acquitted him. 

• 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a tact that this Mi. Jhoon- 
jhoon walla admitted in court that he was put up by the police? 

The Hon’ble*Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: N<>. sir. It i» 
that that is not* correct. # * 

• 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: N it a tact that this Jhoonjhoon- 
walla has n<|t yet taken awa\ the ornament in question which was 

pawned ? * 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you are going much more with these • 
questions than is admissible. 

* 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; All right, Sii. I shall put another 
question. 

• 

Is it a fact that this Mr. Cliiranji Cal was taken to the house 
of the Deputy Commissioner of Police accompanied by Mr. Hamid, 
(The Hon'hTe Khwaja Sir N^zimcdimn: W^ien?) office!- in -charge of 
the Hare Street police-station ? 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER {Then ? 

Dr. ’NALINAK8HA SANYA^geOg th# Ilth November, 1986. • 
(Laughter. ) 
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*« Mr. SPEAKER: He has replied already, ft. .Sai/yai, I do not 
want to stand in the way of honourable members putting^ questions, 
but surely you can understand’ that this Government cannot possitly 
be held responsible for incidents which happened four years ago. 

Dr. NAUNAK8HA 8ANYAL: I submit, Sir, that the answer to the 
f question is not old. The answer is only recent. 

°Mr. 8 PEAKElR: After that answer nothing prises. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL* But I submit, Sir, that it is not a 
correct answer. 

e Mr. 8PEAKER: I am quite prepared to allow you to put any 
questions relating to incidents with which this Government is con- 
cerned. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But these are questions of fact. 

Is it a fact that this Mr. Chirauji Lai Shroff has recently been 
refused passport to Japan on the ground that he has been very much 
in the attention of the police? 

k r 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I submit, Sir, that this 
question does not arise. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: How does that question arise? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: That is the subject- 
matter of another question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I want to trace how this 
young man has been pursued all along. You know, "Sir, as a criminal 
lawyer that wh£n a man is dragged into court and is acquitted honour- 
ably, there should be an end of the matter. This kind of 
treatment has been meted out to this young man no less than 12 times. 
There must lie a limit to it, Sir. 

Mr, SPEAKER; Thtre is still time for you to join the Bart 
f I Slighter.) 

* * 

Dr. MALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: lu connection with one of the 
petitions of Mr. Chiranji Lai, which was addressed to Mr. L. H. 
Colson, the then Commissioher of Police, Mr. Robertson made, the 
. remarks: “Previous papers ant, attached belofc. The petitioner was 
leading a pipcession whiyh came ^to the Monument. He is a most 
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undesirable person, and all these petitions of his aae merely a shag. • 
He obstructs the police on the public rotfd while others play faiha, and* 
he thinks that he is immune from law/^ 


** Mr. SPEAKER: When was *hat? 


Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: That was on the 18th April, 1984. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Vou can t ask the present Government a Unit {hat 
incident. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Is it u fact that this Mr. Robertson 
is still in the Calcutta Police ami is still pursuing this kind of treat, 
nient? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: No, it is not a tact. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Which part of the question is not 
correct!*' Is not Mr. Kobertson still in the Calcutta Police!" 


The •HorPble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The latter part. 

• * • * 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the iloti’ble Minister please 

state it he will consider the desirability of enfturing, civil liberty to 
this young man, of everv sort? 

The HottfbJe Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I .In not think, in spite 
of these questions, that there is any reason to appieheml that this 
gentleman has not had civil liberty. 

. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the IJon'ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of giving assurance of civil liberty 
of even' kind to this young man? 

♦ 

The Hontole Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 do not think that in 
spite of the series of questions, there is any reason to apprehend that 
this gentleman has not had civil liberty. 

Mr, P. BANERJI: If my memory is correct . 

• » 

• • , 

Mr SPEAKER: To which year are yon referring? 

* . 

• * 

Mr. P. BANERJI:* Sir, my apftstion will refer to a matter in 1983.* 



142 QUESTIONS. [22nd Mat, 

, Mr. SPEAKER: Then, I am afraid, I cannot allow you to put 
*such a question. 

« 

t 9 

Mr. P. BANERJI : In view ot the a j»m trance given by the then 
Home Member, Mr. Prentice, that t\m gentleman will not any more 
be haras#ed, will the llon'ble Minister be pleased to state, considering 
the present circumstances, whether he would give the assurance that 
4 this gentleman will not be anv more hai assed ? 

• l* 

The Hoft’ble Khawja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 am not piepured to 
accept that he has been Ji massed. < 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that this young man uas arrested on the 
18th February, 1988, which was a Friday, and he was pioduced on 
Saturday afternoon l>efore Mr. H. K. l)e who refused to grant him bail, 
and he was debarred from applying to the High Court as Monday and 
Tuesday following were holidays? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

JDr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL* l submit, Sir, that arises as it has 
been said in the answer that it was a non-bailable offence. Sir, I 
would like to say that there wus no question of bail being refused 
because btil was already given to him when the matter was dragged 
to the Court of the Chief Presidency Magistrate. My point is> that 
there are such favourite Magistrates of the Police 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am afraid, l)r. banyal, you are abusing your 
right of asking questions. 

o 

Dr. NAL.INAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I want to know if it is a 

fact that this young man was arrested on Friday afternoon, was placed 
before the Magistrate, Mi. H. K. lh\ who was not the Chief Pie^ideucy 
Magistrate but another Magistrate, on Saturday afternoon, and when 
this Mr, l)e refused him bail, there was no opportunity for him to go to 
a higher Court because Monday and Tuesday were holidays. 

Tha Hon’We Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, before I answer 
this question, I would like ’to be assured that Dr. S^nyal has withdrawn 
the* remark that the Police have their favourite Magistrates. 

a K 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanval, vfiu have to withdraw that expression. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, the Hon’ljle Minister ^may # 
as well repudiate that there is favouritism. • 

• 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUlSDIN. It is an insinuation and 
— cannot do that. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: J^et him repudiate that. I have- 
not made any reflection on a in individual. But, Sir, a general 
observation of that clnructer may, it necessaiy, be Repudiated by* the 
Hon ’hie Home Ministel. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You tan make >u< li observaitoiis when the proper 
time comes, but this is not t lie occa.sion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: bet him icpudiate it, Si] 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanya 1, one of the cardinal principles which r 
I think, you*should have learnt is that just as you are entitled to ask 
for the civil liberty oi everybody you yourself ought to see that every- 
one’s honour in kept by you. 

Dr. N-ALINAKStfA 8AN.YAL; Hut, Sir. 1 have a social duty to. 
pel form. Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state if the BRgli 
Court *was not ui holiday for another 7 davs after re-opening on 
Wednesday following ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I have no information 

just now on tliis pvint. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Will the H on ’hie Minister he- 
pleased to state if it is a fact that on the 8th March, a petition of 
tiunsfer under section 520, Cr. P. (’., was granted by the Thief Presi- 
dency Magistrate and the case* was taken away frf>m the file of 
Mi. H. K. De to that of the Chief Presidency Magistrate himself? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a fresh question. 

Dr. NAL1NAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, th^ question is whether bail 
was refused and I am leading to that fact. The answ-er given is — 
bail was refused becausy it was a non -bailable^ offence. I am ^putting 
the question if the .Chief Presidency Magistrate granted him bail ^aa 
soon as the case was transferred to his file. 


The ' Hon’bte Khwaja 8ir NAZmWDDIN: 1 want notice, Sir. 
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, Or. NAIINAMHA SAMYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
'pleased to state if he is aware that this Chief Presidency Magistrate 
thereafter refused to re-transfer the case to the file of the original 
Magistrate and in spite of the request of the Police - 

t> 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. « 

Of. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it not & fact that this Chief 
Presidency Magistrate in his judgment declared that this young man 
was innocent* and the case was false? * 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir. He was giveu 
the benefit of doubt, and from the records in my possession it appears 
tlwfc^it was the High Court that ordered the hail. 

Mr. SUREN DR A NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether ally enquiry was made regarding, his complaint 
that he was assulted on the previous nyHit? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: In the presence of the 
Deputy Commissioner, Headquarters, ,the Sub-Assistant Surgeon 
examined him but he failed to find any signs of injury on his person. 

. * * 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the grounds for which the Police asked for re-transfer 
•of the case from the Chief Presidency Magistrate to Mr. ,H. K. I)e? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

* « 

Search warrapt issued by the Subdivisions! Officer of Chandpur, 

district Tippera. 

211. Maulvi JONAB ALI MAJUMDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to 
state how many search warrants were issued by the Subdivisional 
Officer 4 , Chandpur, in the district of Tippera, from the 1st of December 

to the 31st December, 1938? 

** * 

(b) Who are the persons against whom theie^search warrants were 

isAied ? * 

(c) What were the places which w T erc to be searched in those 
warrants? 
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'* (^) were the date or dates of issue of those search warrants?* » 

(e^ Is the Hon ble Minister aware — - 

(i) that some applications for a Fortified eopy of a search warrant 

and also for a copy of Court Sub-Inspector's Warrant 
^Register from the lllh to the 23rd December, 1938, were 
rejected by the Subdivisional Officer's office, Chanclpur. * 

(ii) that the Ofiicer-in-chargc of Hajigan j police-station (Tippera^ * 

did not retarn a search warrant after science; and 1 

(tu) that he did not submit a list of some papers seisstul in connec- 
tion with tfftat search which was held on the 23rd December, 
1938? 

The Hon’blo Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (,/> Four. ^ 

• (b) (1) Munshi Rluhi Baksa, of Koomia, police-station Faridganj. 

(2) Maulvi Jonah Ali Mazumdar, late President of Kalacho Union 
Board, and His clerk Abdus Sobliun Mazumdar. 

(3) Munshi Safatulla Mia ot Makimabad, police-station Hujigunj. 

(4) Munshi Khalilur Uahimin and Munshi Afazuddi Repaid of 
Rostompur, police-skition Faridganj. 

(o) The houses ot the persons named and in the cum* ot \fifulvi 
Jonah Ali Maz*iim^ar, the house of his clerk uj»d the Union Hoard office 
also. • 

{t / ) (1) 2nd December, 1938. 

(2) 14th ^Decern her, 1938. 

(3) 15th December, 1938. 

^(4) ltith December, 1938. 

(a) (0 No application was made tor a copy ot any entries if *the 
Court. Sub-Inspector s Warrant •Register. °Applicatn^»s were filed bv 
t>ne Habibulla Mazumdar for a eop\ of the search warrant issued against 
Maulvi Jonah Ali Mazumdar and for a cop\ of the search warrant 
register of tAe Subdivisional Officer’s Court. These were refused as the 
applicant was not a party to the warrant and no searcli warrant register 
is maintained in the Subdivisional Magistrate’s Court. A copy of the 
search warrant was later granted to the authorised plbader of Jonnb 
Ali Mazumdar. 

♦ . • 

(ti) and (tit) Tljt» warrant was returned after^ execution on the 20th 

March, 1939, and the list of papers seized was submitted on the* 5th 
Ap^il, 1939. * Disciplinary action has been taken againsf the £?ub* 
Inspector of Police who was re*jpun.sy)le for the delay. • 

11 
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. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon b^e Minister -be 
pleased to state what disciplin&n action has been taken against the 
Sub-Inspector of Police who wa^ responsible for the delay and when? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact t hat the search warrant was executed on 
the til st December 19*18? j 

The Hon'ijle Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 have nothing further 
to add to what is given in the answer. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
ptatt^d to state if it is a fact that Maulvi Jonah Ali Mazumdar himself 
filedi an application for a cop> of the search warrant on the 9th 
February, 19*19? 

Thi Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No application was 
made for a copy of Court Sub-Inspector's Warrant Register. Applica- 
tion filed h\ one Habibulla Mazumdar for a copy of the search warrant 
issued against Maulvi Jonah All Mazumdar was rejected as hi* was not 
entitled to have a cop\ of the warrant, not J>eing a part^; to it. A copy 
of tTie search warrant was granted when a petition for a copy was filed 
by the authorised’ pleader of Maulvi Jonah Ali Mazi*nidc.r. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that before the rop\ was ^ supplied to 
Jonah Ali Mazumdar, who was a party to the ease, Maulvi Jonah Ali 
Mazumdar himself filed an applieation on the 9th hebruan for a copy 
of the search warrant ? 

fTJte Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: l do wot think so. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state upon whose report it has been stated that disciplinary 
action has Wn taken against the Sub- Inspector of Police? 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 have been informed by 
the District Magistrate. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NAJH DATTA: W ill the Hon’ble Minister be 
pieced to state what d’seiplinan action has been taken on that report? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have not got it here 
with me. 
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STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which ora] answers were given) 

Construction of Siva temple in the compound of the Criminal Courti 

Jamalpur. 

*456- Mr. ABDUU KARIM: «n Is the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
of the Communications and Works Department aware — • 

(/) that the Hindu treasury guards and constables at Jamalpur 
have been allowed to construct pucca “Siva temples" in 
the compounds of the Criminal Court and the old thana 
buildings; 

•(h) that t he local Muslims a ere not permitted to construct a 
“pulpit” in their Idyah in khan withal land in front of the 
new thana buildings; 

(in) that the litigants and other neighbouring Muslims of the 
Criminal Court of Jamalpur have to say their prayers in 
. the old and unrepaired mosque in front of the Circle 
• Officer’s quarters ;• and # 

(tv) that the repairs ot the *11 id mosque are not allowed b\ the 
authorities Y * 

i ft ) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering tlie desirability of permitting the construction of a pulpit 
in the Idyah and repairing of the old mosque 


MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT tthe Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of 
Coaaimbazar): Un (n Two sln'incs have been Greeted without 
authority in the compound* of the Criminal Court and the thana 
building at Jamalput. 

(ii) Yes. 

(iit) and (ir) There is a mosque situated about -f(MJ yards from the 
SuJbdi visional Office where people from the Court generally assemble to 
say their prayers. The honourable member is evidently thinking of a 
tin shed with a pucca plinth in the compound «>f the residential quarters 
of the Circle Officer* 4 *hieh appears to have been^ised as a mosque «by 
residents pf the Muhammadan hostel betorj* the conversion of sthe hostod 
into sesidential tpiarters. Since a wall was blown down five or six year* 
ago the shed has not been used.* f aft informed ^ that some people 
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recently aslJed the local officer of the Communication* and Works 
Department for permission to repair the building, and that the />%er 
advised them to apply to highet authority. 

( b ) Government are not prepared^ to permit the construction of*".— 
pulpit on the public land in front of the new tbana buildings. The 
position in regard to the old mosque will be examined on receipt 
r * through the proper channel of an application for permission to repair 

u - • | 

Mr. ABdUL WAHAB KHAN: With reference to answer (tf) ( i ), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 1 whether these shrines 
were allowed to be erected with the acquiescence of the local authority? 

-qrhe Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

It is very difficult to trace when they were erected. 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if it is a fact that the Muslims were saying their 
Id prayers in the khas muhal land i/i the new thtma compound long 
before the thuna building was shifted to that place? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY ; of Cossimbazar: 

Tlfat is not my information. 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: If the Government have 
allowed the shrines to remain on Government khas mahal land, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why they cannot allow the 
Muslims to erect a building in a place where they haw been saying 
their prayers for a long time? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Th^ policy of Government in this direction is 6hat they will not 
ordfharily object to the improvement of either a mosque or a temple 
which has existed from some time in the past. But if it be a question 
of erection of either a new mosque or a new teiqple, certainly Govern- 
ment will have to take various factors into consideration 

Mautvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state while the shrines were allowed to be erected within the old th&na 
compound why they could not be constructed within the new thana 
compound? 

v Mr. BREAKER: Will you tell me when they were constructed? 
Maulvi ABDUL BARI 5 They were constructed some time back. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Following the policy which* I enuhciated *juaP * 
now.in Dr. Kanyal’s <;ase, I must say that if it was not done in this 
Government’s time, you cannot ask Ihis question. 

Mftlllvi ABDUL BARI: WWl the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to 
state if it Vs the policy of the Government that either any shrine or any # 
mosque should not be allowed to he constructed on any Government 
land and whether the* existing shrines within the old thana compound 
should be demolished J • 9 

* 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbaiar: 

As 1 have already stated. Government’s policy in this direction is 
that if a temple or a mosque, although constructed without permission 
but has been in use as such tor a long time. Government would not 
usually interfere with it. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: Is the Gov- 
ernment considering the desirability of faking an\ action against those 
persons who erected the >lmn#.s on the khas land without the pcrmis- 
siori of the authorities Y 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coeaimbazar: 

No, Sir. 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Will tlic Hon’bh* Minister Ik* pleased to 
state win an\ permission is necessary for repairing the mosque stand- 
ing there Y 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I think if it he a question of mosque or a temple erected without 
permission, certainh it requires the approval of Government for 
repairing the sauif . 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

e 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Discretionary fund’of His Excellency the Governor. * 

214. Maulvi ABDUR RAZZAK: Wilfthe Hon’hle Minister in*** 
charge of the Hom^ (Political » Department be pleased to state — , 

(flj'the amount sanctioned for the ‘Noakhali district Aut of *Mis- 
cretionary dund” of Hi# Excellency the Governor of Bengal 
for the current year; 
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( b ) how much was given for Feni subdivision; and 

( c ) for what purpose has tl\e amount so given been spent? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUPOIN: (a) and ( b ) Nil. 

(c) Dees not arise. * 


Summons on M. L. A.’s. 

I- 

Mr. SPEAKER: May 1 draw the attention of the Home Minister 
to the fact that of late very frequently summonses which are intended 
for the members of this House are sent to me for service. I feel that 
it is not the correct procedure to be observed. 1 am not here to serve 
th e_proceH.se s ; besides the members do not stay here. The summonses 
shomfr be served at their residences wherever they may stay. T am 
quite prepared to give Government information about their addresses. 
Of late a number of summonses have come to me and I am required to 
serve them. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: ( nil m criminal? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Both. 

For the time l>eing here a summons (.shoving i which I am asked 
to serve upon a member asking him to appeal Indore a* Court. 1 am 
not going to serve it; the contents of it are entirely wrong. The man 
is being asked to give evidenee in a case under section 7 of the Criminal 
Procedure ('fide. Section 7 of the Criminal Procedure Cod" 1 deals with 
the constitution of court. Therefore the contents of the summons are 
entirely wrong, and taking that technical plea apart from everything 
else, 1 am not going to serve it. 1 am going to diaw the attention 
of the Home Minister to the fact that in every case the summons should 
be served at the residence of the member. 

*. r v 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: L> the Shaker expected to 
have the verification and swearing of the service ot summons? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Th. Mon’blc Khwaja Sit NAZIMUDDtN : 1 think that is a matter 
that should be dealt with directly by you. 

p t 

Mr. SPEAKER: Jhe Courts seem to think that I am as much a 

Government servant as a District Magistrate. 

* * 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NA7IMUDDIN: Tt T hat has Government 
got to do with jit ? *’ 
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• * * • ' 

Mr. SPEAKER: I find that summonses are coming from different 
place*, such as, Noakhali. Burdwan, Midnapore, Rajshahi, and 
MFurshidabad. The authorities in tbftse places seem to be under the 
^impression that the Speaker ot the House is another Government 
servant to serve the processes. 

The Hon’bfe Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is the Court that i^ 
doing it and not (rovVrnment. Another tiling is that there may# not 
be any other address except the designation “M.L.i." 

Mr. SPEAKER: It the District Magistrate, or the Suhdivisional 
Officer or the trying Court does not know that .He designation of 
M.L.A. is something more than private address, 1 have nothing to say. 
In any cast 1 , I can <i\ that unless the Home Department fake^my 
step in the matter. I am not going to serve an\ summons which cornea 
to me. I nni •going to return this summons (shown) 

« 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZ1MUDDIN I Government have never 
expected you to serve summons 

Mr. ’SPEAKER : . I teel that it the <\mit thinks that these 
summonses showed lie served* the\ should he served at the ie*mle»c^s ot 
the niton hers ] am not going to do it again 

Adjournment motion. 

< 

Kazi EMDADVL HAQUE: Mi. Sir. von wiv pl.^wd 

to give me permission to move an adjournment motion foi which I gave 
timely notice. Sir, I beg to move that the business of tin* Assembly 
Ik* Adjourned to discuss a matter of urgent public importance, namely, 
the situation arising out ot the Government's communicating its final 
decision to discontinue the Kurigtain town protection tvork in progress 
yesterday. 

(Cop\ was then Im tided o\er to tl»e Speaker.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Jt is alleged that Government after spending a 
sum of Rs. 48,000 hmf not ciftupleted the wlirk for the tsake o$ about 
Its 7,000. That would mean according to him a great danger to the 
public there.* That is # why I thought I shoftld consider whether this 
motion is in order. .Now I want to kpow whelhe^the statement ot fact 
is correct, namely, that Rs. 48 , (KK/^io uglily bad lieen incurred, an d 
that when the •remaining work was fikel£ to take up only another 
Rs. *,000 the project #as aband<pif*l. # 1 also want to know if, it was • 
abandoned when it was abandoned. 
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The Hon'blt Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, aTCaasSmbKar: 

Hir, may I point out that we are not in a position to say how *much 
money has actually been spent until the accounts are made out? But 
it is a fact that a large amount has already been spent. — 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is tlx amount almidy spent as large as 
'Rh. 48,000 or near about? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA Ma|'IDY, of Coesimbazar: 

It will be over Hs. >10,000. Government came to a decision to abandon 
this project during the budget discussion anSl the Leader of the 
Opposition was infffatied of it in reply to his letter about weeks ago. 
Therefore, I do not think this is a matter of urgent public importance 
of*»^cent occurrence. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Who a rote that lettei ? 

Tht Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHAWDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

1 wrote the letter informing the Leader of the Opposition. 

Dfa NALI NAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir? We 
find that in the budget there was an allotment of liearjj Its. 80,000, or 
Rh.* it I fnn not mistaken, on aeeount of this work and the 

Hon’ble Minister says that during the budget discussion it was decided 
to drop tin* scheme *P that the Hon hie Minister had got the sanction 
of the budget keeping back the information from the House. I submit 
that having got the sanction of the House and having sj r*nt a portion 
of the mone t \ , it does not lie with the (foverument to withhold it 
without the sanction of this House. There is another point. Sir. I 
am informed that only day before yesterday — not as long ago as d weeks 
— there had been some representations made to the Hon’ble Minister. 
There has also been some representation through tbe members of the 
Opposition also. and attempts were going on to convince him to stand 
by the recommendations of his experts, that is, the Chief Engineer 
(Irrigation) and his subordinates. The experts have given their opinion 
that unless something is done the town is going to be washed away. 
The matter is very urgent because the House will adjourn in another 
two weeks, and the rainy season will be on and unless this House is 
in a ptbition give a definite direction* there will be a calamity in a 
big area involving loss of life, property and so on. So you will kindly 
admit li in consideration of the immediate and urgent nature of the 
catjie. although it mav not arise jaut of any re<*e>nt occurrence. The 
recent occurrence is to the efjj^nt of the refusal of Government 
ultimately not to spend the balance. Only day before yesterday there 
was a final attempt made to vai\ -on deputation on the Hon’ble 
Minister. * 
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The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of fcoesimbiuar:* * 

Whit*h Hon'blc Minister is l)r, Sanyal referring to ? 

' $ 

Dr t NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The Iion'hle Minister in charge 
of Communications and Works. He was approached — *— 

* / 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar; • 

I was ill in bed then.^ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: An attempt was mfide to see the 
Hon’ble Minister but* he Mas not available. Unless we come to a 
decision now, there will be a very serious si t uat ion pleated in the place. 

k 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cotsimjpzar: 

May I also point out that the (iovernmeiit are not bound to sjffmd any 
money whieb is sanctioned by this House it it is found later on that 
the money Mill be wasted? Secondly, as has been stated, the ultimate 
expenditure comes to about IN. #6,000 and part ot it would be utilised 
for the acquisition ot land. *Snw no money has been spent tor land 
acquisition. As regards the expert opinion which niy triend has Muted, 

1 max. state that the experts were all ulotij’ \ery doubt till its to the 
effectiveness ot^ the* protective work ot this natuic. Ami lastly, Sir, 

I max point out to the House that after the t ruveru merit Revision 
materials are i>ein;* removed to salvage as nun It ot it as is possible. It 
is therefore impossible to # start the work I melt u^rain after having <mcc 
decided to abandon it. c 

Or. Na1iNAK8HA SANYAL: Tlu- llon’l.h- Ministn is K <.ii 1K - 

into the question ot incut. We aie now on the question of the admis- 
sibilitv of the motion. 

% 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mu> I kn<m m hen Mas the decision arrived at? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI&CHAN0RA NANDY*, of Coeeimbazar: 

1 wrote to Mr. Hose on the *J7th April last saving that tin* scheme hail 
been abandoned, ^be date of the Government decision would be prior 
to that date. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: KemtAal of materials i«##oing on 
even now. 

. 

Mr. SPEAKER* Order. <.rde^ Di. Sanyal, fiist of all I muM be 
aatinfied in my own way. I havftmllowed you as a special caSe to 
m$ke a statement. But surely you nfitfht lie a little* less excited 
especially when it i£ not your # owu ^motion. Yes, Kaai Sahib, may J 

know bow* vou came to know* of this only yesterday? 

» • w • 
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' Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE:. I came to learn froni mv friend 
Mr. Jotindranath Ohakravarty. * 

i 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The fact that tltis matter was communicated to 
the Leader of TheM)pposition on the 27th April takes away your case. 
I would have been quite prepared to admit it hut unfortunately there 
has been an extraordinary delav. 

* i 

Rai HAREHDRA NATH OHAUOHURI : The Hon’ble Minister 
has himself admitted that the salvage work is ghing on. 

- 

/ > 

Mr. SPEAKER: ^The ahandonmeut ot the project had lieen 

and the necessary consequence^ of the abandonment might 
take six months. That does not make tin* adjournment motion valid. 

1 want to know when the project was abandoned ami whether the 
people had an opportunity to know it. (l)r. Nai.tnak^ua Sanyxl: 
No opportunity.) I will make an enquir\ . 1 may say that if it is a fact 
that the Leader of the Opposition was informed on the 27tli of April 
last 

Qr.NALI NAKSHA SANYAL: What about Kazi Sahib:' 

Mr, SPEAKER* llntoi Innately I am n*ot < oiieerned v\jtli anv 
individual know lodge. I am only eouierned wit h tin* question whether 
there were opportunities tor Kazi Sahib or tor the local peoMe to know 
it. Here an important fact was communicated to the Leader of the 
Opposition as early as 2ith April and 1 would have been quite prepared 
to admit it it (government decision could not have been known or 
opportunities were not available tor members to know’ of this decision 
earlier. It is only on that point that 1 rule this motion out of order. 
But in ease Kazi** Sahib satisfies me Ivtei that thin decision was not 
actually known to the people till a few days before. I would be prepared 
to consider it. But for the time being on the prompt that this decision 
was communicated to the Leader of the Opposition and that official 
information was mailable, l hold that the adjournment motion is not 
in order. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: It is a tact. Sir. that I came to know 
only the other day, and the people of my locality were expecting 
information from me. Sir, the matter was not finally 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, I will enquire front Mr. Bose when he 
comes. 
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Rai HARCNDRA NATH DHAUDHURI: Sir. lmw could’ the* 
information communiruled to Mr. Rose dispense with this adjournment 
motion of Kaxi Sahib? * 

The Hgn’lble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Because ^presentations 
were made through the Leader of the Opposition to Oovernment . 

• 

Rai HARENDRAjNATH CHAUDHURI : On ^ point of o*Ier, 
Sir. Mav I know h<*v it affect- the contention of the Kazi Sahib* 

• 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mi Rai Chaudhuti, if that is so, the Kazi Sahih 
is absolutely out ot court. Kazi Sahih told qie that he *’«>{ this 
information from Mi. Jatindra Chnkiavaily. * 

The Hon’ljle Maharaja SRISCHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbaiar: 

Sir, I received a wire from tin* Secietar\, Kunpram Town Protection 
Committee, B,s late as the dlM Manfi. piote^tiiur against (Govern- 
ment ’s decision. 

Mr. JATINDRA NATH CHAKRABARTY: I came t<> ham only 
two days apo that tlie programme ha- hcen abandoned 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Sir. I told Mr Hose, the 

the Opposition, at thal tisne that we were informed that tin* work 
had been suspended hut would he resumed *' 

< 

Mf. 8PEAKER: I will look into tin- lnattei in v hcI I . 

Df. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Even tj.en the ..(nation < leafed 

as -a result of that fact is onl\ recent. 

* 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But the -ittiation mipfit lontiuu^ toi six mouths. 

I have l>een very plad t<» allow the motion to he tabled, hut I am 
afraid I cannot prsfcreed further 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: We approached the (im eminent by 
memorial and we also approached individually f he . njember^ of the 
Coalition Party and we heard that in accordance witli the resolution 
passed at a meetinp of the Coalition Party# Maulvi Abdur JJauf was 

deputed to enquire, #and he went there t<i ftiuke an enquiry. 

• • 

|flr. 8PEAKER. I will have a Jalk with the leader of the Oppo- 
sition and I will send Tor the fil% tJndtif I am satisfied that the matter, 
could not he brought by you earliej\ I wi 11^ reconsider ]J. 
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' 6r. NALINAkSHA SANY/U.: Is it not a fact that after the 

budget sanction was obtained, some members of the Coalition Party 
pressed in their party meeting td have this abandoned, and as a result 
thereof the hands of the Hon’ble Minister were tied? 

<1 

> 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am afraid, that question does not arise. 

« 

Message from the Bengal Legislative Council. 

< 

The Secretary then read a message received from the Bengal Legis- 
lative Council to the effect that the Bengal legislative Council in 
their meeting held fcn the 17th May, 19-19, ha\e agreed without any 
annulments to the Calcutta Municipal Validation Bill, 19.‘19, the 
Indian Stamp (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 19-‘{9, and the Bengal 
Tenancy (Second Amendment) Bill. 19-19. 


GOVERNMENT BILL 

The Bengal Money-lenders Bill, 1938. 

' * 

The Hon'bh Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY : Sii, J heg to mme 

that after clause 2( / f h '(tl ) (/), the following sub-clause be inserted, 
viz.: — , < 

(ii) by a Co-operati \ e Life Insurance Society, \ ( Voperuti\ e 
Society, Insurance Company, Life Assurance Company, 
Mutual Insurance Company, Provident Insurance Society 
or Provident Society, or from a Provident Fund. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is there much difference of* opinion io the 
House as regards the desirability of excluding the whole matter con- 
cerning insurance, etc.? If not, 1 would like to adjourn the House. 

♦ t % 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, as ] ha\e already submitted 
to you more than once that unless we know in a comprehensive manner 
the intentions of Government for these t discriminatory provisions for 
exclusion and 'unless Government is prepared to give us an idea a# to 
what extent they are goin,g to discriminate in favour of certain person 
or persons, we are not in 1 a position to find ouft ^where we stand and 
apply our mind property. 

Mr. SPEAKER: For the tiipe , being, the whole question is the 
exclusion of Insurance, Provident Fund and Co-operative Societies. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 have to* oppose this motion t 
moved by ttfe Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawafdy as much on the ground of 
principle as on the ground of the practical difficulties that are likely 
to be met with if such exclusions afe permitted. We have more or 
less indicated the line of appqpach that the Congress Party is pre- 
pared to |ake in connection with the consideration of various clauses. 

I would like to make that clearer to-day so that our friends on then 
Government side might realise how best to carry on their discussions • 
and come to proper decisions in their party meetings. f 

Sir, credit transactions and loan operations of various types are 
taking place in the country. There is absolutely no doubt that there 
have been usurious loans and unconscionable contracts in connection 
with the money-lending business. We fiud ,|hat so far as the 
country is concerned, every section of the people cries out for relief in 
connection with indebtedness. Therefore, Sir. it is the djpuffc of 
the Congress Party to see that maximum relief iua> be provided to 
the suffering and oppressed people of the country. In order to see 
that the maximum social benefit is secured, we will approach the 
various sections and sub-sect ions ot the Bill. 

Here, Sir, there is a proposition which makes it very difficult for 
us to Acquiesce in |he amendment of Government, because we do not 
know with what end in vfcw Government is going to exclude^ certain 
credit institutions. Sir, credit of various kinds cun be classified in 
different fornJs under different bases. We*can, for example, divide 
credit transactions in accordance with some kinds of territorial divi- 
sion of the place of origin where such transactions take place. There 
have been/friends who have been thinking of excluding Gal cut la as 
4gainst other parts of Bengal. There are also others who are examin- 
ing various suggestions from the point of view of credit giving insti- 
tutions. Those friends who have been thinking of scheduled banks, 
other banks and other credit institutions have bee# all along,^ 
approaching tli£ question of credit and loans from the point of view 
of those institutions from which the losfhs flow. * There are again 
other amendments and suggestions wherein we find- that an attempt 
is being made to analyse and divide credit transactions in accordance 
with the persons receiving the loan — ihe recipients of such loans, as 
for example when we find the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy himself pro- 
posing that agriculturists are to be treated in a separate way from 
other persons. There is also . another approach ■ for nnaX rf mig the 
various kinds of credit transactions, i.e., the functional approach. 
Whether credit thafr is being issued is or*is not going to he used for 
productive or noil-productive purposes — that, is the criterion which * 
appeals to us on the Congress side most of all. We want to find out • 
whether th# borrower who obtains the money is going to use that 
money in a manner which witt ftuortify in his, hands, whether he will 
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be ip a position to, repay both the capital as well as the interest with- 
out hardship and also what use* he makes of it. This functional divi- 
sion is, I submit, Sir, the most logical division of credit transactions, 

I would like members of the House to consider whether it will be wise 
and whether it will be in the interests of the masses and the rural ^ 
population and in the best interests of society to approach the question 
— not from the functional basis, not from questions of purpose for which 
predit is utilized but on the basis of persons or individuals — either 
thofy* who are obtaining the loans or those who are giving the loans. 

I, therefore, submit that if the House is unanimous in its determina- 
tion to afford adequate relief to the masses or the agricultural popula- 
tion, let us try to find out some agreed solution as to the classes of 
people and the natufe of transactions of those classes of people for 
which we want relief to he provided for. 

I submit. Sir, t ha t the agricultural purposes are the most important 
objectives for which relief should he granted — not became agriculture 
is something very different — in matter of production from the point of 
view of the economist — something different from industry or some 
other occupation, but liecause agriculture, as it is pursued in our 
country to-day, is not in a position to pay even the minimum rate of 
interest and other charges because the productivity of land has become 
very, very low. I, therefore, submit, when the fion'ble the Labour 
Minirttb* labours umloi the misapprehension that he should give relief 
to f'ertain credit associations, lie should also think how far through 
that exemption relief is given to the real agriculturists. Here is 
a proposition to exclude co-operative credit societies. Is it not a fact 
— I would like the members of the Coalition Party to ponder over 
and realise — many of them are intimately connected with co-operative 
institutions — is it not a fact that in many cases the rigour with which 
co-operative societies realise interest, the rate that the\ charge a* well 
as the manner in which the\ realise interest are something very much 
oppressive ? Is it not a fact that in many tases, whtre probably on 
account of certain hardship^ private money-lenders would be prepared 
to wuit, the co-operative inspectors do not wait, and co-operative organi- 
zations force sales of land of the cultivators wheje probably private 
mahd j<in$ would ’think twice or when* he would have some sympathy 
at heart? Indeed, co-operative societies have miich less sympathy 
than private nuihajaus. Why then co-operative societies are proposed 
to be excluded misses my imagination? IT it is the intention of Gov- 
ernment to give real relief to the agriculturists, there can be absolutely 
no justification for excluding co-operative societies. The question of 
rate of interest is the most important question that has got to be con- 
sidered in connection with the proposal for exclusion of co-operative 
societies. To-day there are many co-operative societies in Bengal which 
charge a rate right up to 15 per, cent There rfre some co-operative 
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banks which charge 18 per cent. (A voice fr^u the Coalition 
Benches : Nflt all.) They may afford* relief in some oases, but even* 
then it will leave 12 per cent, as the maximum permissible. 

I would like the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative 
Department, *who is nodding hi# head, to look up his tiles and have 
definite information — if there is any society in Bengal that is to-day 
charging less than eight per cent., the rate which is going to be proposed 
in a later chapter of this Bill. • 

Ihen again, Sir, it is proposed that insurance companies should he- 
excluded. I quite realise the sympathy ot the Coalition Varty towards 
insurance companies, because probably there are some important and 
influential members of the Cabinet who may be interested in such organ i-C 
zations. (Laughter.; If insurance companies are to be excluded, may 
J know what prevents the insurance companies from going up to the 
rural areas and advancing loan* there ? Would they be exeiutpit^d if 
th£y charge fly 10 or even 1 •*> per cent, from the agricultural debtors Y 
Would t hey not commit the *unie kind of usurious transactions if they 
try to follow*the hihuhwnlla $ method in the rural areas for exacting 
money through their own agents who lmn he sometimes as had as the 
ka h uh wall as themselves. Let us approach the question, therefore, not 
from the point of view of institutions that mas act in this way . I am 
sure that the Hon‘ble»Mr. Kuhrawardy in his reply will raise the question 
as to what percentage of the resources of insurance companies go*t<^tbe 
rural .areas am[ are invested there. In anticipation of 1 hat question, 

1 am giving him an answer straightaway. *1 know of an insurance 
company that has invested money in landed properties. know’ of 
another ihsumnee company that has invested money in feu-gardens, and 
though tbey’originally lent money to zemindars, they have now’ become 
zemindars themselves. I know of another insurance company — these, 
are questions of fact — I am debarred from naming them because 1 do* 
not want to injure the companies — 1 know of Another insurance company 
that had advance#) — not in Bengal hut in Assum — a sum of money to. 
an Hon’ble Minister — not of ihe present (vyvernnient hut of a former 
Government — for obtaining a contract for a certain firm, and that too, 
without any security. There are also insurance companies, the bosses, 
of w’hioh cay manage, through handling the funds tlfat they have im 
possession, to get a great amount of power yielded, because they have 
the freedom to invest as they like. I know that under the provisions, 
of the new Insurance Act th^Ve will he *omv limitation# within which 
insurance companies will have to function, hut even then there will 
he considerable freed opi ; within the fifty pet cent. permissihU margin 
they will he able t/i* invest money for shorter period* in any manner 
they like # without the slightest restriction, so far as those* periods* are 
concerned. (Mr. Fazlur Rahman:* Agricultural loans. ') 9 Yes, even 
agricuHural loans. (Mr. Fazlur. Rah van : Have you got any instance. 
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of that?) If loan;* to zemindars who under the Agricultural Debtors 
Act are capable of being termed “agriculturists” are regarded as agri- 
cultural loans, then certainly not one but half a dozen companies in 
Bengal make such investments. ‘ (Mr. Fazlur Rahman: That is the 
weak point !) * ' 

So fa, r as the past loans are concerned, Sir, that is the position. 
Now, so far as future loans are concerned, there is nothing, if you now 
permit insurance c ompanies to go out of the Act, to prevent them in 
futdre from starting small branches for investment in rural areas. They 
have, as youdcnow, a number of offices all over the province, they have 
chief agencies; they have a number of branoh offices. So, there is 
nothing to prevent them from carrying on agricultural credit operations 
with the same kind of objectionable features for which we are trying 
to restrict small banks — the loan offices in particular and also other 
pri^tq v money-lenders 

Sir, it has been proposed that provident societies should be excluded. 

I am sure the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy, if not anybody else, knows the 
way in which provident societies are run in Bengal. It is common 
knowledge t hut there have been stared* any number of such provident 
societies, the improvidence of which passes all imagination! They are 
run on most unscientific lines, and they have dodged the law very well. 
There have been complaints made to Government, and specific enquiry 
in that connection was started sometime ago. 

Knowing all that, it Government is anxious to provide some kind of 
safety, soige kind of exclusion tor such credit institutions, there must be 
some weighty reasons behind that. What arc these weighty reasons? Let 
us know these weighty reasons before we are made to agree to have any 
arrangements for excluding particular credit organisation or organisa- 
tions from out of the purview of this Bill. It ma\ be argued that 
those companies — those well-regulated companies — have their own 
system of accounting, have their regular book-keeping and there need 
not be any registration or licensing, and the\ may as well he excluded 
from the operation of certain chapters of the Act; they may, for 
example, he excluded from the operation of Chapters III and IV; but 
why they should be excluded from the operations jf Chapter VI — that 
is the chapter relating to the rate of interest, as also from the operation 
of Chapter VII about penalties and miscellaneous, passes my compre- 
hension. u r 

I find, the Hon’ hie Mr. Suhrawardy has also suggested about Mutual 
lusutan*e Societies. Probably the Hon’ble Mr Suhrawardy does not 
kuow that" there is at least one Mutual Insurance' Society in Bengal — 
I am not talking of any other part because that would not be relevant 
— that has" got extensive investments in small amounts *to private.per- 
sons who borrow at very high rotes The cctopany takes the risk 
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and just have^the high rate. There is also nothing *to prevent a Bum-* 
her of persons from starting a Mutual Insurance Society and thereby 
getting out of the purview of the law, by simply declaring themselves 
an organisation for Mutual Insurance Society, and having all the privi- 
leges which o*cn all the hanks have not been allowed. If the Govern- 
ment think that certain credit institutions ought to be precluded, the 
best course for them would have been, as the Government of Bihar had 
done, to take a power — a plenary power. (The Hon'ble Mr. H. S.* 
Sfhrawabdy : Will you give it to us?) It would) have been more 
logical for them to ha>e the power to notify any other credit organi- 
sations as Government jniglit feel justified, but, even then it would not 
have been so bad as proposed here, bemuse that also would not be per- 
mitted by the House, I am sure, if it was merely going to be operative 
at the sweet will or the whims of Government. There certainly would 
be some regulation, some restriction, some kind of technical and>cxj>ert 
advice. Provided that course was adopted and if that were done, there 
would be no reason. (Mr. Fa/lvk Kaiimvn: What about Bihar P) 
The Bihar Ant says that the “Provincial Government may by notifica- 
tion, for any special reason or i^asons to be stated in such notification, 
exempt any money-lender or class of money-lenders or any class of 
loans in the whole or any part of the Province of Bihar from the opera- 
tion of lill or any of* the provisions of the Act.’* The power given is 
to be exercised itfr definite reasons to be stated. There is thus a <lvfipite 
restriction on any whimsical activity on the part of Government. *Tf 
Government really meant that there should la* some power — some resi- 
duary jiower- — in tin* bands *of Government left tft enable them to con- 
sider hard cases in future, that would lie the only logical ('nurse. 
Whether tln^ would be acceptable to tin* Coalition Party or not, I do 
not know. Probably, the Coalition Pui tv does not trust their own. 
Government as much as the other parties do; probably they do not want 
to leave matters in the hands of their own Ministers But be that as 
it fuuy, it is only fair and logical that there should be no discrimina- 
tion made amongst the institutions of eredit^but there may be arrange- 
ments made to have certain daises of transactions excluded if these 
transitions are found to be such as requite special tieafment; 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, I shall be very brief, 
but I want to put one question to Ihe HojPble Minister. Dyes the 
Government think that the piece of legislation which they have intro- 
duced will inure to the benefit of the people or it will be harmfyl to the 
interests of the people!' From the manner in which this Bill is being 
conducted, it seems. Government want to exclude 4 all credit institutions 
from the 'operation of the law. They probably think in th*ir heart' of 
hearts that if these credit institutions come within the purview of the 
law, it would be harmful to the* interests of th<« - p eo P^ # at lar f?e* ** 


% 4% 
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, the Government feel like ttiat, there cannot be any reason for intro- 
ducing this piece of legislation' But, we on this side /eel that, as a 
matter of fact, there was necessity for a legislation like this and it 
will not be harmful to the interests of the people, rather, it will be 
beneficial to the interests of the people. Does the Government think 
that in fpture transactions, the co-operative credit societies ^should not 
be controlled by the limit that has been imposed under section 28 of 
♦this Act!' Does Government think that in future transactions, 
co-6pcrative credif, societies should charge interest at a rate higher than 
10 per cent, upon unsecured loans and 8 per ceij.t. upon secured loans. 
We know that, as a matter of fact, co-ojierative credit societies are 
charging interest at 18 per cent., and, over anrl above that, they are 
also charging compound rate of interest. We also know that the 
maximum rate of interest charged by co-operative credit societies now 
is U? per cent, with a stipulation to pay compound interest if there is 
any breach of the agreement. So there is no reason wit} co-operative 
credit societies should not he controlled by section 28 of ‘•this Act. As 
a matter of fact, Government seem to have no intention of doing any 
good to the rural population of the country. My friend, Dr. Sanyal, 
has said that agriculturists should get 'relief first of all, because they 
are the real producers of wealth and we are the consumers of wealth, 
and the producers of 'wealth must first he protected. But if co-opera- 
tive emlit societies are excluded from the operation of the Bill, the 
regf J producers of wealth — the agriculturists — would not get any relief 
either in the shape of scaling down their debts with , regard to past 
transactions or in the shape of reducing :ates of interest regarding 
future transactions. 

1 u this connection, 1 may also point out that co-optative credit 
societies have not practically come within the purview of the Agricul- 
tural Debtors Act. They are excluded from the operation of the 
Agricultural Debtors Act. in the sense that when the amount of an 
tward has to he determined, it is determined with the advice of the 
Registrar of Co-operative Societies. So, by the passing of tbe 
Agricultural Debtors Act, agriculturists who borrow money from 
co-operative credit societies are not getting an\ relief, and if this 
amendment of t|ie Hon ’hie Mr. Suhrawardy be parked into law, that is, 
if the co-operative credit societies are excluded from the- operation of 
this Bill, agriculturists would not get any relief by the passing of this 
Act also; that is, in the case of co-operative credit societies, the rates 
of interest will not be regulated in future transactions and debts will 
not be scaled down with regard to past transactions. 

The present Ministry often talk that they are for the masses but 
what do we find in piactice? It is a well-known “fact and members of 
the Coalition Party can speak from their own experience and can confirm 
me that people in the rural areas are groaning wpder th£ oppression of 
Ike oo-operative credit societies. It is a well-known fact and the 
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members of the Coalition Group will also admit it* It is beyond* my # 
Comprehension how the members of the Coalition Party can support 
(be Government when they say that^the co-operative societies should* 
be excluded from the operation of this Bill. With these few* words, I 
oppose the motion that has been moved. 

* • 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: It is not necessurv to speak on this subject^ 
in order to influence the decision of this House in favour of tkfc 
amendment. 

» 

Mr. SAHEDALIMs the honourable member speaking on behalf 
of the Select Committee Y 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: No. 

. Maulvi ABU H0S8AIN 8ARKER : It is due to a somersault Y 

Maulvi AJiDUL BARI: Certainly not, you are wrong. If you 
look to the note of dissent, you will find that T opposed it. 1 said very 
clearly that t lie co-operative societies and insurance companies should 
l»e excluded from the operation of this Bill. I have got my own amend- 
ment ten. It is not # I but Dr. Snnyal who is playing somersault. 

I was just tilling you that it was not necessary to speak oa # this 
subject in order to influence the decision of the House, because the 
decision is a foregone one. We know what the decision of the House 
will be, because we are on the side of reason and* wisdom. Jt is neces- 
sary to speak in order to raise the standard of debate. It is necessary 
to speak in^frder to allow t lie outside world to know how the proceed- 
ings are going on. We do not want that there should he ai^ 
ex parte debate or ex parte view. We want the views ol the other 
side also, viz., the saner side of the House. .In matters political 

Mr. I. D. JAtAN: Is mv friend speaking for the purpose of this 
House or for the outside world Y * * 

Maulvi ABDULBARI: For all. In matters political certaiifly 
people to gain their own ends will either speak for or against a 
proposal. When w^e are going to legislate on important matters, I 
think it ought to be the duty* of every member, of ever^r party, to see 
that when a hill comes out of the anvil of the legislature, it does credit 
to the Bengal Legislature and to the whole province of Bengal. If 
anybody tries to introduce party politics iif the matter of legislation, 
certainly he will be doing the greatest wrong to his own province, if 
not to his conscience. Therefore, l think, in trying to impede *the 
progress of this Bill and in trying \o introduce such matters which are. 
calculated to be detrimental to the best* interests (£«the manses, certainly 
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<the tpeiuber* of the opposition are trying to put a clog to it, they are 
not doing justice to the masses. Much has been said against the 
co-operative societies and I thinly it is my duty to say something * with 
regard' to them, because I myself am a co-operator. (Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal: Always.) I will tell you the 1 reasons why ho. I do not 
think I t^in doing justice to the opposition, although Dr. Sanyal and 
Mr. Dhirendra Nath Dutta spoke against the exclusion, if I do not say 
•that some of the members of the Congress are in favour of the exclusion 
of tbe co-operative societies and insurance companies and certain other 
things which, have l>een brought in by way (/ amendments by the 
Hoji’bk* Mr. Suhrawardy. The act which the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy 
has done is an act of wisdom and I will give my reasons gradually as 
to why the Coalition Party has accepted the amendment, viz., that the 
co-operative societies and the insurance companies should be excluded 
from the operation of this Act. If I remember aright, in the Select 
Committee meeting, Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal 

i 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the honourable member in order 
in referring to what happened in the Select Committee? 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: The report of the Select Committee is 
before us and that is a public document; everyone is in possession of 
it. liven from that one would see that Dr Nalinaksha Sanyal has 
renounced his own position and has taken up a new position. I mav 
tell Dr. Sanyal that he is following the lea of his Chief, namely, the 
Chief not <h this House, but the Chief of the Congress — Mr. Gandhi. 
So far as the Kujkot decision is concerned, Mr. Gandhi gave a decision 
which was contrary to what he said later on. lie said “I renounce the 
•decision wliii li 1 gave because 1 find that it was full of himm and not 
ah i hum as was stated by me before. 

' (A voice: Is he in order in referring to Mr. Gandhi?) 

I was just trying to compare the position of Dr. Sanyal with that 
of Mr. Gandhi. 

, Some of my friends of the Krishuk Proja Par> v on that side were 
telling me even to-day that we were doing some grave injustice and 
they were taunting me for being a party to the exclusion of the co- 
operative societies. 1 may tell them that we are not being dictated 
by anybody but we are dictated by our conscience. If you would wait 
and listen to me for a few minutes, I will give you the reasons. I 
will not speak of any reason which is devoid of reason or any sense. 

I do not want to create any sentiment or passion* fn you, but I want 
to earry cenviction into your heart regarding the desirability and 
wisdom of the amendment that has been moved by the Hobble M[r. Suh- 
'rawardy. 
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So far asftthe db-operative societies. are concerned, it ik well-known 
to all of us that they were brought into operation and flourished in 
the province of ‘Bengal in order to g4ve relief to the masses who were 
suffering from oppressive interes^ charged by the private money-lenders. 
That was the origin, that was the basis and the genesis of the co- 
operative movement in Bengal. Of course it is true that nowadays this 
movement lias to some extent degenerated, but there is an attempt, ti 
genuine attempt, a very serious attempt on the part of Government as 
will be evidenced from the introduction of the Co-operative Societies 
Amendment Bill which is now before l lie Select Committee to bring the 
societies into a line which will be useful to the people ot this province. 
It is well-known that before the introduction of the co-operative 
societies, the private mouey-lendets used to exact f»0 per cent, interest 
from the rural population, but when the Co-opeiative Societies Art came 
into operation, and the movement was agog in the whole of^he pro- 
vince. the rase of interest of the private money-lenders was also lowered 
because the\ wanted to compete with the co-operative movement, hecuuse 
they felt that if they were to earn on their mone\ -lending business, 
they must bring down the rat£ of interest. Otherwise the co-operative 
society will drive the private money-lenders out of the market. There 
you will find the utility of the co-operative movement. Even now so 
far as Hie eo-o^erutive societies are concerned, the rate of interest that 
was prevalent (namely, lo per cent.) has gradually come down ft riff t#-day 
we are charging not more than per cent, in some of the co-operative 
societies. 

Dr. NAIflNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Not in rural areas. 

Maulvi ABDOL BARI: You will ha\e to see how the co-operatiwe 
societies aie tunning and now if we are going to charge <S and 10 
per cent, interest even for co-operative soffiefie^, the\ cannot run a£ 
all, because the# are noi like a private monc\ -lender who has not got 
to spend anything at all on establishment* The co-operative societies 
have got to spend a lot of mnne> on their establishments: for their 

upkeep, they have to maintain officers, clerks, supervisors and peons. 

'ft • • 

ft 

Dr. HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is why the poor agriculturist 
will have to pay more. 

• • i • 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: You will have to see that the co-operative 
societies get money from people who are gfting to deposit thfir money 
with them. The , uo-operative societies have got to see that they pay 
the depositors as well as are in a position to meet the charges of adminis- 
tration! You # will find that co-operfftive Societies in the pr*%en< circum- 
stances give 8 or 10 p#r cent. If # vo# ye really the genuine friends of tly* 
masses, which I believe and I declare from ^our utterances you are not, 



m 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


f 22 nd May, 

f Jhen I must 'say that you should allow some sort of credit to exist in 
the country. By trying to include banks in the operation of the 
Bill and by trying to bring ia insurance companies and everything you 
are really trying to dry up the sources of credit. It ia well known 
that the agriculturists of Bengal, as they stand at present, cannot do 
* without afiy credit. They have to find out money from whatever source 
it may come. If to-day you do not allow them facilities to borrow 
mon^y, you will have to allow them to go out and commit dacoities, 
robberies and thefts for the purpose of getting # money even for their 
cultivation, if not for anything else. Sir, we know very well that the 
last flood has taught us this lesson when no capital was forthcoming. 
Ask your conscience, ask your brethren in the muftasil, and you will 
find that the present Debt Settlement Board itself has told to some 
extent on inuttasil credit. Even the muft’asil makajan ,< are not going 
to advance any money to the debtors and to the agriculturists, because 
they think that these people after taking the money wi'll run to the 
Debt Settlement Board. After the passing of the Money-lenders Bill, 
if all the sources of credit get dried up (that will be the result if the 
co-operative societies, insurance companies and banks are brought with- 
in the scope of the Bill), where will these people find money? This is 
the cultivating season. Supposing for example I had a pair of bullocks 
and one is dead. I have to buy another at a cost of Its, 25. Otherwise 
1 wcr.f'f he able to cultivate my land. Where shall 1 go for it? The 
private money-lender will say “1 am not going to give >ou any money 
because you are going to pay such a low :ate of interest." In that 
case 1 will have to go to the co-operative hank. Even yesterday, I 
may inform Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, in his own district, Vn his own 
town Berhampore where I had been, at least five parties came from 
the muft’asil to me to apply to me for loan from the Berhampore Central 
Co-operative Bank, and I told them “it is not possible for us to advance 
< money because we are cautiously proceeding, because we do not propose 
to allow the depositors money to he lost in this wat which is being 
done there”. Tiny said th..t unless th«*y got money their lands would 
also lie fallow. I would have conceded to the inclusion of co-operative 
societies and others if Dr. Sanutl could put forward^eome better scheme 
in my presence for rehabilitating credit in the muftasil. If Dr. Sanyal 
could have taken upon himself the responsibility of financing 
the muftasil people, certainly I would have agreed to the inclusion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Are the co-operative societies now 
financing them? 

Igaulvi ABDUL BARI: They are. 

Dr. NALINAK9VIA SANYAL: What percentage? — about IJ per 
oent. ( 
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Mftlllvi ABDUL BARI 8 About .the oppression mentioned by* 1 
Dr. ftanyal I think he knows nothing about the working of the co- 
operative societies in the muffasil. The co-operative society is not a 
semindar. It is not a mahajan and it is not its business to purchase - 
other people's lands. So far as I know at present no co-operative 
society or no central bank has purchased anybody’s lands. Cooperative^ 
societies have given long instalments. They have not allowed any- „ 
body’s lands to be purchased and the interest is also remitted in qpme 
cases. Therefore the ^charge that is levelled against the co-operative 
society is absolutely baseless, unfounded and malicioifr. Therefore 
that problem does nof arise. So far as the insurance companies are 
concerned, I think 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: The less said the better 

m 

• 

Matllvi ABDUL BARI: ])r. Sanyal was himself an officer of one 
of the best insurance companies in Calcutta. As an ex-officer of that 
company it ought not to lie fti his mouth to su\ that the insurance 
companies ought to be included in this Act. If Dr. Sanyal had still 
continued as an officer of that company, 1 think he would have made 
a different speech. He woyld have pleaded for and would have advo- 
cated the cause of insurance companies. Because he is no longtr*oon- 
n^cted with that company the tenor of his speech is entirely different. 
Therefore I say, Sir, that* the exclusion of thf^ co-operuti ve societies 
and insurance companies is well-advised and to the best interests of the 
country. 


Mr. RA81K LAL BISWA8 : 4* reto pr entv cro 

r*W effect tost Fft amendment move 

w*k wrfa a* to* to 4 fa* to to r- 

FWT 9T# X* *# I \5T9 SyT*T H$X#t C'HX'O #Tfal 

C* amendment a:*x** TO? TOT FTC* STTST Seloct Committee US 

#T ft* *TC3toR ST Qg* 5*T?T scheduled [yank, notified bank 
CMK C*TT? tox** l sro Mol# amendment a Vn* «trt FW C* 

insurance society, co-operative society, provident society 1 ttJTffa TO^t 

m fax** i a* $rx* rr?n m fax** wt torwt 

*c* wnre c**rt to \ a fa*x* *s<x*x*fa # *w* f*? *fa wrtlto 
8R»trc rec «rc tore: *f*5 n*vs*5 totro frrvrm /to x*tx* ST’ivx at ct 

society * insurance, co-operative Sfftf a*t scheduled 

bank s$fcx* tox*? WTO FTC* *to TOT? X* CtoCt* 3TX*9 atl^t 
#TtC9 91 W* VTfn f*? STFR *TtX? IFOT at toX*9 TOW C* FlTtW *FCT faT tW 

m ftot w C wf S i Wwri: # mm wrtw c to mm |pto to? 

«ro miKm «gmi *iri «nrr wnrct** fan wnmw tnww 
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e fa k&fvj to to? * a* cpft? c?c? to TOTO to af czrcte totto cf6t 

CTOEFRl fa*$ itfTOTOC®!? i?H< fac*t? TOT — high rale of 

interest oppression CTO?-**(RTT? CTO? 5m TOTCW TOm, 5m fac? 

RT faOT S$fa TOP? TOT CTO CTOT^fR RTl TOT STCT » TOCR?1 5m 

RTRR TO CTO? CTO ^T®T fa?£ TO ©rnr^mc insurance society, scheduled bank, 
cooperatfve society RTO CTOFU C? *TT*TR « restriction 

,a? TO«tr aft ®nftCR dirf c? ^ ?fa got? &?? rt arrm 3 T*to tfT?r tos ot! 
s^tut? mroi snyr rtocr?t to ?rft s^fa tot rtr^, r^:? r^r^t? tocto ??r 

nc^ TOT ^TOR TOTC^ TO^ TORT TOT? CTO? TOP l fa^[ aft RRR5 society ?T 
company *5 TO TO^? R?? ?fRG TOT RTR^C?? TOT ?f?srfa5 TOT TOTO^fa 
fa?H TO^C fTO FC2T TOT? R?T RTft TOT RTft 'STRT CTOT consideration ft TO, C«F<51 
fa TO? *CTGRT 5m TOT? TOT TO CTO5T tRC?t ©RRTTOR ?T TO, *C^*T fpP ?T 
C'<*C'b ®CFF TO3 TO?? \<*\ TO 6 'STR^faRT ?C? RT TO TOR? hoc iety ?T CTO^nTO 
c?c^*«c^\ WfCRfaS? TO aTOTfa ??TO fcOTOI to TOTO TOT RTST?? ??W ?TT?T 
Rtfa srtotrcr? far fas; to hero me? tor? crr $nftcR? ^tto 

aCR ©TO ??CiH ?^5 ’rTORT l CRR^TOG 51CR? RC?T C5C? aCR CTO tRTO to TOT l 
G?T TOf faTO ?T R^aRT? fRCTO? ?^?*T? StCRTft a ?<r 5( m?C>R 1 Rt?R tOTOFCR? C? 
m? R^f??T CTOKVR RT CRuT TOCR? TOT ^TO?? ^RTRT 5T5t?RM TO l 

WfCRC*5? original ?T to Tver TO$ TOT aR^T ?IR far?toTRl Select 

Committee 05 fac?? R? fa*R aft House 5? fafan: RR ?‘05 ^RR^T 1 RRCRT?T 
4ft: fa?? fac?TOT mc?T¥R a?^ Seleit Committee Ci' Coalition 

ROT° CR*?TC??ft ?RTT CTOt to I TOT fRCR? R? fRR TO? a? HIH ?1? fa?? TO? 
3?? T<C4b‘TT t<HC? C?5T mT?RT ^1© C?ft far ?*T?*T CRRR 7 C4 i T?r* v< ’ CT 

«TTTOR? ?C^ ^fRRTT ^ 1 ' Se.lei t Committee TOR? 4* m RC TO to 

aTO ac? TO a?f ??iR RCRTTO ??R TOT 5T?? mr?CYR Selc< t Committee C5 

TOR? RCRTTO CRTOT? fa TO? to? aTO Select ( faminittoe ? ?!??©? 

,HWT ?f7r fRC?!TRl fa^ Select (’ominittee TO TOTR? R5 afaRG^H? C? fa 
! FT? C T ?C5Cf CR[5T TO?T Rjft I ?TftC? C? ‘•t”©? C?TC5CR CRft < ?^©?ft fa aft R5 
. afa?$m? TT? 5 !? TO? fa TO?T ?TC?R RTft C? TO?T ?T C?IC? ?l C®4e(, OT 'TOT CRTR? 
CTO 5m? TO RT ??t WRt TO? RTORl STfj^TRR^TO MTOT C?RC? RTTOCR? 
RTTO TO a ?^? '5TTR? to m?' fa 1 ^ TORT. a?R ?^CR 5Tft, — C?ft Select 

Committee 05 TOTCR? RTRR*t? RTT*! RTO?, fafa Rffa fabT? faTOR? a?’ RRR5 
RTfa fafa fabT? CTO? ?*i?R, fafa C?R OTRTCR 3f r ? f?5T? ? > T V ? S^faC? 
C?C?tfC8IR l TO ’RRfat mr CTOTCR 2m*I TOR RTft? Select Committee ?ftC^ 
tRRfa tto5"t fafa c? ®mc? 5?fa^ mc?toR to? fafa far? jftot n?to tor 
Rift, ?Tr c*t? ^T?fa fam c? a a ®n?rc? rt*!- c?r?c?i crc*t? ^fa ?c?, — 3TH?i, c?^r 
fafa C? TOfa TOR am*T ?TOR RTft l 5TO RCR? R5 committee R&R me? TO? 
TO? R5R «(RT?rCHft fafa 'toe? faC^ TOC5RI 5T RT CTO?. R^fafa 6 ORTTO? 

C? CROR? R?1Cs?l falCT 5T«sr1to. CRft R?faCR? R?3 TOT R^5T Select Com- 
mittee CTO? Wlfa OT ??T? fa SC?T£R fTOT? TO fafa?t TO toTtoTO? 
TOf PTftl Vfa TO?T a? m ©?T? faf; RT fa05 RTC?R TOC®T RTftC? C? RTORCR? « 
TOW S ftmUH? TOro? R^t? ^gTCTO — CRftC^ft R 5 T TO TOtfT CTO? CTOTl at tT^CT? 
TO? tiRRIRfaWf tw5 *?Rft TO?T ?TC?R, tJ?R DKHfl SCtJTIFW TOR? fafa?R 
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fats to, w w? to $ to cr*t1 Rrt t n^vff stcyrt to 9?t cr ftftn fro to i 
at jtto fro fro crtc? tot tortcr? to, to rt to frony fro ctopfCi rtTO 

CTO w OTT5 ‘5fBT fro TO to CR TORT Rf?R 5RTOTTOR CTO? TO 

a*rrt? acto, aro r^r w to?, ftf tors: to $ito to? cr «tot*c toR aw 

atR 9TOT $TRC? l CRTRVfaRR 9Tftft toTO«T CTOt tot R9 $¥l * Ht*T •tlUT 5TTO? 
TORT 3CTO R^CTOTO — *Rl. toRTR, TO5R. 6 3T5TTTO1 RTRTOlCRR *RTT*fR TOTt^ 
fRCSCRR R9R identify CTTCTOv — aRTCRS $*l'WR TO ff*R R*tfo SWTOR TO" 

?R5? ??, at 5ft 5TCRR ZjFS 55, STTO C9 TO *tf> CRTCR CRTCR fRCTOR 
TOR RT CRR? <3T’TOT ST^TOr? 8 ! \5*TR? TOCHC fRCSRTt ftiTR CTO? CR judgment 
to ?? ftcs tori toh: sttcr $ sr totrto rt? a? Sro 9 <srt tofi 

TOTRTRT RRTCS RT ftC9<$ $TR RTRTRR R^fCRI TOT a«R TO $$ RR I «TTft C5TTO5 
&Tt. at snrtCR? TO9 cror insurance society, co-operative society, 
provident society ST^ft TO ftc? TO5 SR9T5TRC9R CTO TO*T*[ TO, 

fay; (?TRT 5^95 CTOCRt aRST provident society TO TO, a*R CR?TCR C99TCR 
provident society 9$R CRTCR STRT RTORTO R7R CTORt TOT 5ft &TRT 

TO to RTCR ^TTO 9TCR? C9TTOR C99TCR toTCRT TO TO I R3to3 C5 W5 co- 
operative society ®rrc? CRRTCRt 9F c fTRC*5R control $TR 59? RCRCf. 
aRT 5RTOTTO3 tofafa STtRTt at 9$®fCR*$ 9ft5. TOR 6 C5 3RR fR**tft STO. 
ft^r?nyr rtoitr Rfas srtotrrcr ft^R crtcr tot rttc«r? 5trt tot? crtcr uw 

TOTOT - atc5t 3RTR H <5 insurance CTOTOl 3$fo. RTTO aTOa 5CTOT C5TC8TT 

jr rttor rt^r 1% r?pr, $r aj *cTO crrst toro wr ctot towsrcj tos 

®[R 9TRTR9CR TOTTO S CTOR RRTO ^RT ijrftRCR CRTtTO CRTO 5RT 9^«fCRC‘^? at 
5^ftTT5Rl SPTO ®TTRT 1 at StltTO RltTO TOU5* CTO TOT C5 f‘R CRT5C® »TTTO 

5tPTO r ft---R5Tt a*FTO CR^T toT CRTCR * CRTOR 1 To-operative society C5 

®TCR JTRT CTO? RC5T f$T? ^ 551 Tiwr W 5TC? TO 5T TOCRRt 5HRT 

TO? I 5TOt «tTRT? fc TO a^rfTO' at ®TTtR CTO RR CR’SST ft®T*\5 d^ITR RT^ TO l 
R^T^fCRC^ ^TTtCR aRR ft TrRR 3TTT? ?u ^jft (’o-ojXTative society 5 59? 
STIRTR CRTTO ^^RT^TRCRR 5^RTR TO RT l eo- operative society 3 9?* RRTtC*t 

a^ 3C5 TO 5TRT «TRT5 RRC9 9RRT5 TORTTO? to TORT TO RT I lnsurano#» 

society 9^9 # Rft9 SRTOTTOTR ft service ftc^[? Provident 
society 5T 3TTR3 ft C5 TOR? ^93 5TT9 9^R !>TRT 5TR CR35T9 

RTR 1 ^ RTC5R TO RT? Maximum limit of interest a? STTtCR? 5HTO CRRt RT TOT . 
TOTTCR RT i WWI R“RR a^ 5TTO society R^ft at ®fTtCRR «rrG?T C*fft <| 5TO 
RTR 9C£ 3TRTCRR at Hotuwt a? RRCRR RTRT at 5TTtRf5T 9T9 CTO5 571*1 TORT at 

?3R RTR»5rrt CRTCTORI TO?rr ft RRf? RTT*R « tfttSCRCTO C9t 9 TO CTO RftT 
CTOTOR Rl^1:<5 RTT^C® canvats CTOOR TORR TO? TOJ^Rto fl$TO. TOR? 
TOf jnsn - ? J RR ft $ft3RT? C’RRCRRT ftC5R? a faTO TO C59l 5RT ft*5ICTOR I Wlft 
9yfC 5 * 5 ey Rtft 1 CTOC^^Tt CR amendment * tflRT aCRCIR WTOT CTO? 
^RVt l R T R C R ? ^ITtoTfR TO at? CTO aR$T revolution TORT^t TOCR 1 
CTCR3 at amendment TOtftSRR Q TOTT0R I 9R 9T5TRC9? ♦‘ittto 

RTtTO TOW?* C5R tfT JTOTO TOR 5^ ftTO TO l 

• * * i 

The House was then adjourned for fifteen mir*ites. 4 
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( After adjournment.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar. 

Mr. 8URENDRA HATH BISWAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir,— 

Mr. SPEAKER: ' It was decided beforehand that Mr. Sarkar will 
now speak. Mr. Sarkar, ore you going to speak? 

o 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: No, Sir, not now. Mr. Shahed- 
ali and other gentlemen on this side will speak. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Shahedali. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the original Bill was improv- 
ed upon by the Select Committee and it was placed before the House 
for consideration and passing. To .satisfy the European Group the 
Hon’ble labour Minister is determined to undo what the Select Com- 
mittee wanted to do. He has been labouring hard to convince this 
House of the futility of inclusion of scheduled banks, notified banks, 
co-operative societies, and like other institutions. He has submitted a 
number of amendments to the Bill, which, if accepted, will nullify the 
objects of the Bill altogether. 

Sir, the exclusion of the scheduled and the notified hanks from the 
Money-lenders Bill means the exclusion of 15 per cent, o^the debtors. 
Further, to exclude the co-operative societies means the exclusion of the 
75 per cent, of the debtors. Further, it has been provided in this Bill 
that once there is an award by a debt settlement Ixwrd the provisions of 
the Money-lenders Act shell not apply. The Hon’ble Lnlvmr Minister 
has been kind enough to table another amendment to define the term 
“agriculturist”. It that amendment is accepted, then 50 per cen*. of 
the debtors will be again excluded. K now appears that the object of 
this Bill is to exclude all kinds of debtors from the provisions of this 
Bill. We cannot congratulate the Hon’ble Miniates for that. 

Now, there is a net-work of rural co-operative societies throughout 
the whole of Bengal. Many of the debtors have paid double the prin- 
cipal as interest, and still the societies demand more money for interest 
— not to speak ‘of the principal amount. 

Sir, we hear the Government often speak that the object of these co- 
operative societies is not money-lending. This may be true so far as 
theoty is concerned, hut, in practice, they demand their pound of flesh. 

ff the Government is really desirous and sanguine to do good to the 
people, it should come forward ftvst to relieve 1 v the indebtedness of 
Bengal ; but instead that it is excluding all the creditors one by 
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o**®,— -including the oo-operative societies. The reason is bdat known to* 
the Hon’ble Labour Minister and his oolleagues and to the sub-leaders 
of the Coalition Group. # 

The conduct of the member^ of the Select Committee cannot be 
explained.-, Mr. Abdul Bari admitted the # ot her day that he had 
committed a blunder in supporting the cause of the agriculfurists at ^ 
the cost of the middle-class people. Now, he has a number of hankeif, • 
friends which he had not at the time of submitting the report of ft he 
Select Committee. Bitf rural Bengal shall neither forgive nor forget 
this somersault ! * 

Mr* 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8* Mr. Speaker, Sir, l oppose 
the amendment of the Hon’hle Mr. Suhrawardy whereby he wants to 
exclude from the operation of this Bill many other loan-giving insti- 
tutions such gs co-operative societies, etc. 

Sir, I frankly confess that I am looking at this amendment from 
a point of view quite different from the points of view that have 
been advanced by the previous speakers. 

Sir, the object of this Bill is to control money-lending. But 1 find 
that Government haye already exempted from the operations of this 
Bill money-lending by the* scheduled banks and other hanks which* 
Government may notify hereafter. Now, Sir, by this amendment 
Government wftnt to exclude the money-lerpling business of many 
more credit institutions aifd Insurance companies of all classes. 1 
submit apd a^s my honourable friend Mr. Shahedali also bus pointed 
out, that if# all these institutions are thus taken out of the scope of 
this Bill, then lb** purpose of this Bill will he wholly defeated. 

Now, Sir, this Bill does not purport to he a measure intended to 
give immediate relief to* the agriculturists* The immediate and 
urgent relief the^* require is advances of loans. This Bill lias notf** 
made any piovUion by which the money-lenders — whether thev are 
banks or whether they are private parties may be induced to advance 
money to those who need loans very hadlv at the present moment. 
Even the co-opera f*it r e societies will not lend them* money at Uie 
present moment— not to speak of banks, including loan offices, or 
the private money-lenders. 

This Bill, however, purports to give relief to the debtors ^loaning 
under the existing indebtedness and also to make it compulsory to 
lend to the borrowers money at a cheaper nfte of interest ; th$t object 
may be served on^y* to a very small extedt. But if ail the credit 
institutions are gradually exempted from the operations of this Bill, 
then that objqyt also will, I am ( affaid,*be frustrated. * • 

Now, Sir, I would* draw the # aHeigtion of th^ honourable member* 
of this House to one fact— it is that jnvidious, distinction bos been made 
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'between badks and banks, and« between credit institutes and credit 
institirtions. There is no denying the fact that this invidious dis- 
tinction will do great harm to Society and to the Country at large. 
How? I shall presently explain. 1^ the exclusion of /.he scheduled 
banks and of some other banks which Government may be ^pleased to 
notify aifd also of the insurance societies, the co-operative societies and 
f the provident societies means protection, then it will not be wrong 
on /he part, of the outside public and also of the banks which are not 
excluded, to realise that they were not being given protection or, in 
other words, ‘they will be hurt by the provisions of this Bill. If that 
be the view taken by the public as well as *b\ those credit insti- 
tutions which are not exempted from the operation ot this Bill, then 
what will he the result? T am afraid, the non-scheduled banks will 
meet with great run on everyone of them very soon after this Bill is 
passed *i.ito law. If this Bill is passed into law, the depositing public, 
with whose money these hanks are run, will he led to believe that as 
these hanks have not been given protection as the\ aio not excluded 
from the provisions of this Bill, these hanks will faU to operate. 
Consequently there will he a tun on these banks— the result will he 
that these hanks will collapse in nr time. 

Then again. Sir, Mr. Bali hu> argued that there should f>e some 
credit, institutions in the country to supjfiv credit t<f* the people. If 
thaf be the objective of the members of the Coalition Party, may I 
not expect that they should consider the fact lhat in the urban ajea. 
it is these }>anks — I mean t lie hanks whhli Tire not yet scheduled hanks 
— which are mostly responsible for the supply ot credit ^to 1 lie people 
in general and the non-commercial people m pavticular. If 
Mr. Bari and his colleagues want any credit institutions to survive then 
it is these hanks. Now, if this Bill is passed into law, with the 
invidious distinction as nyule or as pioposed to he made by tin* Hon'ble 
• •Mr. Subrawardy, then there is every likelihood that there would be fun 
on these banks and they would collapse very soon. C 

. , t* '' 

Sir, our point of view is this that when this Bill intends to contiol 
money-lending — as mentioned in the preamble and the Statement of 
Objects and Reasons there should he some money-lending to be 
controlled. Have Government thought about that? What reason can 
there be to make a distinction between scheduled and non-scheduled 
banks i*ud to exclude the 'former from file operations of this Bill? 
There is no excuse for that. There are also some other institutions 
which, l find, are going' to be excluded by ttyis amendment of the 
HoiTble Mr. •‘Subrawardy. but there is no earthly *rpason for excluding 
thefti either. Then, the turn of the non-scheduled banks also is to 
come. If # Mr. Bari be consilient in his argument, he should say ,that 
# all the credit institutions including ^11 banks •'should be excluded; 
otherwise his 'argument will be charged with inconsistency, I believe 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 


to.] 


iii 


that Mr. Bari will stick to his argument fhat the bank**, which • u»e # 
money of tbe*public in the shape of small deposits from them at low 
rate M interest, should not be hurt. If that he the argument *of the 
members of the Coalition Party, I ifo not find any reason why they 
should not exrlude the non-sched^iled banks also. Now. if in this way, 
all the credit institutions are exempted, then, 1 think, no credit 
institutions will be left whose money-lending "ill be controlled bv thing 

Bill. # . 

I would now draw' the attention of tin* House to § another aspect of 
the case. 1 find the Ifon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy has already moved 
amendments tor exclusion not only of the scheduled hanks which are 
mostly European-managed, but also of the hanks to he notified at the 
sweet pleasure of Government and also of the insurance societies, 
provident societies, and co-operative societies; he will also move another 
amendment to exclude loans to bt* advanced for the purchase #t lands 
or"for the construction <>i houses. All these exclusions arc being made 
apparently with the idea that exclusion means protection. Now. if 
all such loanA and all these institutions arc excluded from the operation 
of this Bill, and if tin** predominantly Hindu-managed lion-scheduled 
banks including loan offices only remain within the provisions of this 
Bill, will it he unjust on the part of the Hindu public of this province 
to think that the jiresent Ministiv aic out to crush the economic 
strength of the Hindus by crushing these banks- -when their iiwhjsion 
means crushing? I do not believe that the inclusion of all the credit 
institutions means crushing; on the other •hand. I should advocate 
that all the credit institutions should be unde? the punyew of this 
Bill. But. if Tlovernment makes invidious distinction and excludes 
all the credit institutions except the small banks and loan offices 
which are run b? the Hindus, then, as has already been propagated 
in newspapers, tin* Hindus will have lensons to believe that tin* present 
ITuq Cabinet is out to 'crush the economic* strength of the Hindus. 
When the Cabinet will he charged with that motive the Hon’hltP" 
Mr.’Huq will not he able to meet that charge. So, I submit that lest 
any communal tinge be given to this Bill* the Hon ble 

Mr. Suhrawardy should withdraw his motion and leave all other credit 
institutions except ^fhe scheduled banks in the same category, so that 
they may’ be placed on the same footing. This is my argument against 
the exclusion of these credit institutions and I hope that this argument 

will have some effect on the members on th<j opposite side. 

* 


Mr. J. N. GUPTPtf Sir, I had not the intention of speaking on this 
occasion, but I find*that many of our friends hayc set forth reasons for 
opposing the exclusion of co-operative credit societies. ^ Sir, Iheir 
examination of the subject is perhaps confined to a limited scope, if it 
is extended to a wider scope, th$y %auld find th^t this system has been 
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« 'Oi immense good to workers* and labourers. As a trade unionist, what 
we are anxious is to make provision for the benefit of the Vorkers. The 
first tiling we consider is to start co-operative credit societies in orfler to 
solve the financial difficulties of ^he workers. I know the constituency 
that I represent — they have got co-operative societies. Since they have 
organised these societies, they have derived much benefit opt of them. 
I know tliere have been cases in which had there not been any co-opera- 

' ftive credit society, they could not have got their daughters married, they 
coifol not perfony the xrarfh ceremony, they could not arrange for the 
education of their children, they could not help f their friends who were 
in difficulties and they could not escape from the dutches of the Kabulis. 
Some of my friends have spoken about the exorbitant rates of interest 
charged by co-operative credit societies, but I know there are societies 
who charge 5 or (’> per cent, interest. If the members desire to bring 
down the rate of interest, they do it without increasing the rate of 
dividend*. What is the co-operative system? If you examine the hi>tory 
of the country when* eo-operati\e movement has flourished you will find 
that to-day they are controlling the nmne) market ; tjiere may be 
defects where the societies arc not properly functioning but tbe\ are 
not the defects of the scheme, but the flele« ts of the persons who have 
selected the men who are entrusted with the work. I know that t lie 
achievements of these societies ate so great that uow-a-days in eveiy 
office, in every place, they ate seriously considering* the ne<essity of 
sfariing co-operative societies to nunc (lie w others from the difficulty 
of borrowing money front private persons at high rates of interest. 
Therefore, 1 considiy that those member* who have criticised the 
amendment stating that these co-opeiative societies at**, doing a lot of 
mischief have looked to only one side of the picture. lt c they look to 
the other side of picture, they will find that really,, much benefit lias 
been done by these societies. This is the only rca>on why l cannot hut 
support the amendment, 


Tht Hon’blt Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I had not 

the least intention of intervening in this debate had it not been for 
gone of the allegations made by my friends — absolutely unfounded and 
baseless allegations. 


Dr. i*AUNAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I submit that the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of Co-operative Credit should speak later on, 
because theife are some members who want to speak. My friend 
Mr. JBokainagari want'® to speak. 

« 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid' his name was not given before. 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 




«§ 


TIM HotPble Mr. M4JKUNDA BEHARY MUL^ICK: My friend^ 
Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, M>. Rasik Lai Biswas and Mf. Dhirendra 
Nath* Datta have said in an abstract manner that the Oo-ojfbrative 
Department is guilty of very great oppression and they charge a very 
high rate* of interest. I would jiot like to say anything against what 
has been said by my friends Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas and Mr. Dhirendra 
Nath Datta for I know that they Have no concern wlmtsoever*with any* 
co-operative societies in this province, but 1 expected l)r. Sanyal as tv 
student of economics to say something more of a definite nature about 
the co-operative movement existing in this province to-day. These 
are the allegations that have been levelled against the co-operative 
movement, and 1 will # try to answer them in a few minutes. 


When this movement was introduced in this country about >i2 
years ago, it cannot be denied that (lie rate of interest which was used 
to be charged from tin* agriculturists (as much as (it) to 70 pj^* cent.) 
was brought down to 1 2 to 17) per cent. That is a fact which cannot 
be denied by any one who has the least pretention of knowing any- 
thing about 4 he co-operative societies. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: l)o you take credit for that P 

The Hon’ble'Mr. MUttUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 1, shall 

. • 

point out to the Mouse as to how this movement has been functioning 
in* this proving. It has been said h\ my friends Mr. •! . X. Gupta as 
also by Muulvi Abdul Bari* who is the ('hairmai)*of one oijhe District 
Central Banins *?1iat some people form themselves on a voluntary basis 
into a co-c^)erative soviet v and get it registered under the existing 
Indian Act II of* MM2 for tin* pur|H)se ot helping themselves ahouj 
their immediate needs. They, utter the\ liuve formed the societies and 
got them registered as -such, borrow money from the Central Banks 
aird after they have done so, they lend the money to the individuefl"' 
members thereof? 

So far as the rate of interest is concerned, it (fepends upon the 

rate at which the Provincial Bank the upex hank which mters to the 

financial needs of fte co-operative movement in this province, can find 

money. If it can find money at per cent. I am sure Dr. Sanyal will 

not deny that the Central Bank can have this money at 2 per ceht. 
margin; that is to say, the Provincial Co-cfperative Buyk can #td vuuce. 
money to the central banks numbering IIS which are functioning in 
the province to-day, ^t 5 to 54 per cent. ?f that, is the position, and 
if the co-operative, centra] banks can have their qioney f n Ail the Provin- 
cial Bank at this rate, they can by keeping just enough to maintain 
thejnselves and to keep their establishments in order, furnish the 
village* societies their*required pome% at 7 to 7j per cent. • 
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( Qr. NALINAK£HA 8AMYAL: Why take such a hypothetical 
case ? * 0 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Because 

you don’t know. 

J Dr. HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Don’t play on imagination. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The societies 
advance to their individual members money at t,he rate of 8 to 9} per 
cent. At the present moment, each individual member is charged at 

per cent, and not more. Therefore, so far as the loud talks of my 
friends there about the high rates of interest are concerned, I can say 
that they are absolutely unfounded and they have not been able to 
cite a single case in whic h a higher rate of interest was charged. 

So far as the co-operative societies are concerned, the matters of 
their disputes are referred to the arbitrators. They give an award and 
it is apparent that regard being had to the stringent financial condi- 
tions of the village societies, they cannot go to civil courts to have their 
disputes settled and they depend upon the awards given by the 
arbitrators, who are appointed for the purpose. 

So far as Act II of 1912 is concerned, the societies which are still 
functioning will have to work on an unlimited basis. The House 
knows that I have introduced a Bill of a comprehensive character, and 
we intend to have societies founded on limited liability basis as well. 
So far as the existing societies are concerned when they are formed 
on an unlimited liability luisis, it is apparent that the members are 
expected to keep a watch over one another in order to keep them 
within the bounds of thrift and economy. 

Tn the next place it follows that the creditors and the borrowers are 
practically the some persons. They borrow from the central banks, 
**and then lend to the individual members and then + hey realise from 
them. I ask in all seriousness where the question of oppression arises? 

^Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Then why exclude them? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: As regards 
the question of there being an account, it ought to be a matter of 
common* knowledge to those who have taken an interest in the co-opera- 
tive credit movement and in co-operative institutions in this province, 
how they 1 are frequently audited, but it may be a piece of news to my 
friends who talk so lord, (Tries of “(A” arid “ooh” “ooh.”) 

Mr. 8PEAIC1R: I would suggest to both these gentlemen to 
leave the House and go to the nearest ’garden available. (Laughter.) 
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The Hon’fclt Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICKi and* ’ 

therefore the question of furnishing separate accounts or supjftessing 
Accounts does not arise. • 

As regarcte the question of legalisation of licence fee if it is to be 
done frony a number of societies that are functioning to-day — over 
20,000 of them in all — at the rate of Rs. 5 per society, it would corner 
to one lakh of rupees and it is very difficult for tfyese rural societies to * 
find this heavy sum. Now I have said — and I wog’t be justified in 
taking up the time of ^he House unnecessarily — that the rate of interest 
at which the village society member is now paving his liability is n *\cr 
more than 9 to 10 per cent. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Then why is Mr. Bari paying more? 

The HonH)le Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: If any 

further assurance is wanted from me at this stage, I do say here and 
now that if tliere is an\ case where a higher rate of interest is charged 
and if that case is brought Uf my notice, 1 will see that it is not so 
done. The proposal is to lower the rate wherever possible. 

Mr* Dhirendra Npth Datta has said that the Debt Settlement Board 
where if has bean established cannot effectively deal with these^lebts. 

I am* extremely sorry that he should have been so ignorant of the Exist- 
ing facts. N<tt only have we got ordinary debt settlement boards 
w hich deal wdtk these debt*, hut we have also established special hoards 
in connection jpith each Central Rank in the province, so that the 
debts of tljese co-operative society members might foe more speedily 
dealt with. I m^y tell my friend Mr. Rasik Lai Biswus that when the 
debts are brought (before these Boards, they are brought down within 
the paying capacity of .individual debtors and the whole amount is 
spread over a number of years in instalments, and is made a pint 
the aw’ard. The* question whether it would depend upon the consent 
of tfie Registrar does not arise. t If is no deuht true Jiat section '11 of 
this Act indicates that the final award depends upon the sanction of the 
responsible officer gf the department, but since we have got a sper^al 
Board established for each Central Bank, of which the Chairman is the 
Co-operative Officer attached to that Bank, the question of consent does 
no more arise. Therefore, the position is that these Boards have be # en 
bringing dowm the debts withtn the paying Capacity of Hie debtors and 
spreading them over a certain numlber of years. I sulbmit, therefore, 
that the allegations yhich have been mad^ are absolutely unfounded 
and made without *a«y k^pwdedge of the working of the.«& co-operative 
societies. (Dr. Nalixaksha Santal : Why do you exclude these # co- 
operative societies then?) If there is* any source from which the 
agriculturists in the Interior cyi oxgeot to hav^* credit to meet their 
ordinary demands, it is the co-operative societieseand I* maintain this 
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'because of the fact that this year, the co-operative societies have been 
catering to the financial needs of our agriculturists inasmuch aa the 
Provincial Bank has lent out sevestl lakhs of rupees to the Central Banks 
to meet the crop loan demands of the agriculturists. With these words, 
Sir, I would support the motion of my friend, the Hon’ible 
Mr. Subifewardy. I don’t like to add anything more except that the 
, allegations of my friends to my left are absolutely without any 
foundation. f ' 


Maulvi ABDUL WAHED: ? rc?1? wfo ?ctr?, 

TO? ** ^ ?R? 41 RT ?TW ?THIC4 ®(TfT \ C41 

3TTT*F &?RTT?«tR fa ??? TO TO? R f<RT?RC<* TO? I TO? SPOT 
5it c? totr? nr^m error cxro? *?? tr? a*frr to ?r, c?t5T to 

TO R5T TW PWfl C? TR$T CVTR at C? (t*PT) ?TCT? ?TT\F CM, aiti75 

?^rc TO to i” at c? TO? c?to (?TO?"t) to, ?rcr? ^ to>t tot to 
®ihi <it?iT*a fa*^, srnsR Rf? uSrC'S ^tca ?rtcRr i eu&R at 

TOro 4TTSR CTO ?$ 4TR^fTO ?T? R3?T CTTR. a?? CFTu CTT? CT ?TTC 

?*C?CI 41 RTT?? TTMR? ?TO? TOT TOT at TO TOP?? RT?CP — C4 R$ 4T 4^ 
?$ 4TTCTO TOT ?^ ?C?, R$ ?T « fo fg?J ? ^ ?TTCR? TOT f TO CTOC41 
TO TO RC?? 3PRTTT?? faC$ *ntt> "T^TT CTTCT TOTTO TO $*?R f?Rf?5 

TO I ' TO4T ??T??t RT^5 CTO TO? CT 4<Ht WfRC'S? RHF CTO CTO «ntC4? 
tTOT &?fa& TO T? C^TO 2TO? tfo RTC? CTOT T?, TO *V8i? f?f??>TC? f?R 

a^ cro? cm5 rcS (4 *rra a? tfafc cHC“tv riGI ri5*1 rtr? srt xtri 
TO? t<t«i“os Pit, ctojwiwT5$x a?* tort c? ?ttrTO2t to r^sr toct, c?TOx 
to r®?t? at Tort? c? h<1< $??t?t??r ac?c? ®n? xT?Fi£$ r®?t tc? 

?t i sirt? ?*?^r? 4*1 < i frcro, o*{4i ?x? Tmc?$ ■ ?f?fT>[$ frcro. m? 

Tor? a* frc?r, wsr rTO? Rt?t ?$ xf??^^ c?tc? 5c«Gi c?tc?ct? i 
tot? crootTOR? to; rr?T trot <t*M5cc tiro tor? 4 ^? 9 xjtf ■t^rt to, 

^atR 4^R? CTOJT? TTXTTO TO nC^CT OTt TO 4^X TOT TCTCT, JTORt tHC«t€ ^tHT5t.\5 
a^ TOT RTCXCT4, TO TOR Tltot C4TRCT4 l TO TOT? 4R; CMTTO H T C?1?1? 
TOT? CTTTO? TOT? 4*?; 4^4 CTOTCRT T4T; TOTC4? R ^TTOTTR? C3R? iTtot 
TO C4FTTO? RTt>1 RTtH «T?1? HJHTOH « TOTO CRTOTTC*!? TOT? RT?TO 
TOTTCOTI TO ra ?*? R?? tXRR f?TO? WT? Tit R4? RT-TITO?to; 
4TTRP? TTR fTTO? 4RR? eifWTO? Ntf? $Tf? C? RT-«TTO?f&CN? 8wnt CTTR 
R RR ?TR CTR RR? *TT$?T TOT? T?Tl TOR C4TRCT? C? RT-TORto; TOT 
TO STto^jT ?T TTTO ??, 4TTf? ?tT R TOTT ??, toj RR? CPC?« TOR, RR? CPC?® 
RT*TOC?to; TOTTOft a?t T?CTORTOn l TO? TO?, RT-TOC?fl>R 4TTRF? (jTR 
TOT? TOT? RTRlf SX? ?^T \1X*T TOT TOTPT? TO TCICTI RT-TOC?fl>lW 
tlTT TOT? TOTT? 5RT CTOlV XR 9R \§f?C? ?T?T fC?R I TO? TO? RTTOTl?f8Cf? 
tRT TOT? ???T? *TO?T TORT fW7^[ 5WT TOP?? TO Tt?T TTRl t?R? 

IJTTR ?l??fRCT? CRtT? ?TTRF? TOSfR RR TO? C4l«t;WT l ?t??fRR ??? ?T?^T 
TC?fTCR , ??? XPTTO TO?? CTTC? ^TTT ?TO RC? ?Tt, C?t ??? ??H?f?UT? 
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prtrc <\\i*** Jm tor srt tow 4*^ tfofafR mcrow faR^f 
m « totto mro fsfa from ml 

^ Uwil*i rt Wiw tow wifa rt *r r<ic«ift i cn nrcw* r*r t*\jf 

*** fR TOR Wi?T, *U8tW*i. CRR Sfti3^|n ;«m*lV<ni»< 1 fw^ ®T CW$ *t^CR TO I SftW 
****** ^T FR,— 5 m RT TORT fwi; TOR CWT CR l tCWf 

®r fro? w crto cr^Tt m tor 5 m fro c* mfro cro i m-TO&ffiw; Ry^ 

^ <a ^ ITO[ ^ ^ mi WTOFR RTR TOW. 5TO .TOR from ^TOR TO 

cwwrrwtSw* «(W cw$ tom sjftto fTO fwi yct & *n>^ TO«yrw al 
stsct cto to fro Rtfs wm rt i «TO stIr tort Tow m-wroRfiJw; rm TO5t 4 * 

TOR W 3 W*\J*i RTRTO at TORR TOWTCRR TOfS TOf^» 5 R. wTO WTfa P TOTRR 
^ TO* I ®*RT R TOR TOR 5 m mm C* 1 TRT RTTC*W 

RT«OT^l C*T 5 m WRTOR«T W*$* CWRCR, SR W^iR mtSR CTTO TO CTO 
tor to i to tor cwRrfrofa tojt tor to rttcto tot is 5 tto 

P? ^ ^WTOW ^ ^ mm I fw*$ WTfa To? TOUR CWTCR^fTO n# 
^WTO^T aiR TO R^R TO; TOTCRT <tS* GRTORTO TO* CTO TO I 4 * pg RC R , 
^TITO TOR TOR TOR OTTC 5 TO l CTO 5 R 3 RT TOR TOlt CTO TO l TOR 
WT CWTC 5 R 5 RT RTCRR TO TOT CTO 5 R WTCW TO 5 T CTO fWR CWTtR CTO l 


Th « Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, after the speed, of 
the Hon ble Minister in change of the Co-operative Department it is not 
necessary for me to say anything in justification of my unientfvient. 
Jfut. we have listened to a loud speech by the honourable member who 
glories in the name of Boktfcinagari, justifying** he name of the city from 
which he hail^ It has not been possible undoubtedly* for iiiiu to 
appreciate the amendment that I have tabled in regard to section 2t>; 
otherwise fie w’oirld not have stated that scheduled bunks having been 
excluded it is open to private creditors to sell their debts to the ihankw 
and get them realised through the banks. I hope that by the time the 
Bill finishes he .will have appreciated the significance of that amend- 
ment. From hiy sjieeeh it is apparent to every one in this House that 
he is a debtor of the co-operative society — a debtor who is anxious not 
to pay his debts. The purposeful this Bill, let rne tell my friends on 
the other side, is not to help persons who desire to escape from their 
just liabilities but^t is to help persons who are poor, Who are distrelked 
and who need relief, not to help persons who want to take advantage 
of legislation for the purpose of feeding fat their non-payment 
mentality (Mr. NiharexiA t Dttt \ Mazj’mdar : Book at vour own 
colleagues) # 

I will now come to Dr. Nalinaksha Saayal. T really do*not know 
in what capacity Dr. Sanyal speaks on the floor %f this House. I gould 
have uirderstood his speech, had h^beeg following the precession «of a 
lawyer* namely, that jrith equal facility he can speak on both sides of a 
question. 
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• * • Now, Dr. £anya4 to-day has spoken about some insurance companies 

and mutual insurance companies’ and has, in rather vague terms, given 
examples of their petty dealings. Dr. Sanyal’s view to-day is that we 
should not exclude institutions but consider the exclusion from the 
point of view of the debtor. He, therefore, objects to thef exclusion of 
this institution. But now this is what Dr. Sanyal says in l?is Minute 
of' Dissent to the Bill : “The dealings of Joint Stock Banks, Insurance 
' Companies, Building, Societies, etc., and all Registered Corporations 
havf been subjected to the same restrictive conditions as those of village 
money-lenders,” This Minute of Dissent has h a en written from the 
point of view that the Select Committee has erred in not excluding 
them from the purview of the Bill. “If the Bill in its present form is 
passed into law”, continues Dr. Sanyal, “the development of sound 
thanking in the country will be seriously jeopardised and probably the 
structure of the entire money market will be shattered; and those in 
need of credit for industrial, commercial and agricultural pursuits wjll 
the the greatest sufferers.” And this Dr. Sanyal to-day' tells us that 

# by the exclusion of banks, insurance companies, and similar other 

institutions (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: Don’t misquote me) (loud 

noise from the Coalition Group and cries of “No interruption, 
please”)-— — 

I)r. Sanyal has not been able to cite a single instance of an insurance 
company lending money to agriculturists at unconscionable or cbnscion- 
able 'rates and consequently all bis remarks are of little avail. But 1 
ani glad that Dr. Sanyal has brought to the notice of thi* House a' very 
curious provision contained in the Bihar Money-lenders 1 Bill by which 
that Legislature has given complete powers to the Prt’dncial Govern- 
ment by notification to suspend any money-lender or class, of money- 
lenders, any class or (‘lasses of loans, or the whole of the Act or auy 
part of the Act. Dr. Sanyal suggests that this Government should also 
have taken such powers unto itself, and then it would not have been 

r .*^ecessary for us to move these various amendments. I am perfectly 
certain that if we were to ask for such powers. Dr. Sanyal and his whole 
party would huve t gone up in flames. But let me tell them that we do 
not want such powers. We do not think that the provision of thesp 
powers in the Bihar Money-lenders’ Act will do gqod to the Act itself 
or to its administration. Undoubtedly these powers have been taken 
by the Provincial Government, because the Provincial Government does 
not feel itself satisfied that that Bill is going to do good. The Provin- 
cial GoM^rnmeifct of Bihar ks not certain that the Bill which it has put 
through the legislature at the instance of its members may not have to 
be suspenled or withdrawn, and consequently it hjjs taken these powers. 
We are more sure of £ur Sill than they. I may fell him that we do 
not want those powers. We are certain of our position, we know what 
we are goin$r to do, we have g6t some foresight and we come with clean 
hands before the Assepblv and tell them that fhis is how we'ahould 
proceed in order thaUcredit institutions may be conducted properly. 
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Now, Sir I come hack (o’ co-operative aoci^tiea fqr a moihc-nt. • 
It is merely to reply to an interjection which has come from # several 
members of the .other side that if co-operative societies are not proving 
any evil to the people, why not include them within the purview of this 
Act. That fs not the way in \fhieh this Act should he considered. 
This Art vaa a. restrictive Act and it contains certain classes which 
hamper and restrict the payment of money. Now, we should look aV 
them from this point of view — not why not incline them, but what it * 
your justification for including them? Suppose theje is^m angel # who 
has done no harm to •any laxly — would you say that inasmuch that 
angel does not do any, harm, why not include that angel within the 
purview of this Act. That is not the point of view that we have got 
to consider. We are here making provision in order to curb the 
rapacity of those mofey-lenders and those institutions which have done 
harm to the people; and we have got to look at it from this point of 
view that only such institutions and persons shall la* included within 
the purview of this Act whose activities have got to he restricted. 1 
must state l^ere that co-operative societies are governed by the Co- 
operative Societies Act, and if these societies do not operate properly, 
we can govern them by amen (fing that Act. If still tli ese co-operative 
societies do not function as the\ ought to, well, we have the Hill before 
us and there is ulvv^ns room tor amendments. 

» • 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point, of personal explana- 
tion, Sir. I fiave been misquoted 

Mr. SPEStffER: I cannot allow that, ]Jr. Snnyal, for if I allow 
it, then I will have to give an oppoj tunity to the other side also to 
explain that it is not a misquotation. • 

. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Hi- Las quoted me partly utyj 
left out the rest .• 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is quite possible. 

•’ . • 

The Hdb’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadurs 

Sir, the amendment proposed b\ my 'honouiuhie colleague Jlr. 
Suhrawardy is not a new tiling. He has simply put in all those points 
which were actually rejected by the majority of the •meinlxds of the 
Select Committee. (Mr. Svkkndk v Natit # Bis\\.\s : By your casting 
vote.) The Select Committee decided the nwtter hi one way Sver which 
the Government haA no control, end when the Sfcleet Committee dqpided 
the question in a wrong way, I rerqarked that, as the Selec^ Committee 
had omitted a lot of important provisions w hich we wanted to have 

incorporated in the Act, I resAveil tny right <* withdrawing the Bill 

• • 
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c if those points which were in the Bill could not be reconsidered in 
the House itself. (Mr. Surkndra Nath Biswas : Then why did you 
give your casting vote for including them in the Bill?) 

Now, Sir, an attempt is being made by the Hon’ble Mr v Suhrawardy 
to put in those provisions which were omitted by the Select Comraiittee 
(Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar : Then you are overthrown*!) and I 
^ Submit, Sir, that if the whole House throws out these provisions, then 
fhe % next thing that l should do is to withdraw the Bill. But as 1 
find that the^Houfe as a whole is now r of a different opinion and has 
changed its mind and is supporting the Government amendments one 
after another by overwhelming majorities, there ds no more reason for 
me to contemplate the withdrawal of the Bill, and I trust that the Bill 
will be passed in the shape in which it was referred to the Select 
Committee. The difference between the Select Committee and the 
House it^ that in the Select Committee the European Group was 
represented only by two members, whereas in this House they are 
represented by as many as 25 to 30 members, all anxious to vote in 
favour of Government’s proposals. (Balm Kshetim N*th Singha : 
One is sufficient for all!) {sic.) Further, Sir, there are members of 
the Coalition Group, who also feel that the Government’s proposals 
put forward in the form of amendments should he carried u\ toto. The 
supporters of Government in the Coalition Group have also swelled, 
as in y ie ease of the Europeans. So, the s Veiling of these two groups 
has made it abundantly clear that Government's proposals will be 
accepted by an overwhelming majority and that is the* reason why I 
have abandoned the idea of withdrawing th? Bill 

I hope, Sir, there will be no difficulty in putting ttiiri measure on 
the statute-book and making it the law of the land. 

< With these few words. Sir, I support the amendment of my friend, 
the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy. 

,, The motion that after sub-clause (i) of clause 2 (JO) {d), the 
following sub-clause be inserted, namely: — ° 

“(u) by a * Co-operative Life Insurance Society , Co-operative 
Society, Insurance Company, Life Assurance Company, 
v Mutual Insurance Company, Provident c Insurance Society 

or Provident Society, or from a Provident Fund” 

t 

was then put and a division token with th$ following results: — 

AYE! — 108. 

t 

AN«I UtH Bbvtt, Ml**. 

AMD Hall*, Mr. »y«L 
AMatla-al MataiaM, Mr. 

AMar taacM Rlk»N4, Hr/ 

AJtfar RaakMi MaalvJ M. 

AMar ftaat, KMa laM iHKrll. 


AMal Maalaaa M4. 

MM Hail, Mr. Mia. 

AMal haklai VIMmpart, Maatvi Mi 
AMal Maarii, Mr. A. M. 

AMal AMar, Maalvi r t 

AMal Kariai, Mr. 
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ANtr Rsaf, m. tkik. 

AMai Bhahati, iNbi Hi. 

AMinr Rui OMvikary, Kku Bahaiar MmM. 
AM QAw«, Maalvl. 

AM mnii Jaariar. Maalvl. 

ARM AM Ennyrtynrl, Kku IiMu RuRbi. 
ARM All MrMRa, Maahri. 

ARM Hatala, Mr. 

Altaaaiiia ARM. KM" »KUar Maalvl. 
AthraVali, Mr. M. 

AM Matsaia Khaa, Maalvl. 

AiRar All, Maalvl. 

Barat All. Mr. Mi. 

Mata, Mr. iatiaira Nath. 

Birkmyr*. Sir Haary, Mart 
Blamaastaak, Mr. L. M. 

Brawn, Mr. A. 0. 
ehlppartalt, Mr. 4. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Dm, Mr. Aaakal Ckaaira. 

Oaa, RaJ laklfc Klrtt Bbnina 
Eikar, Mr. Up*"irant<h. 

Faxlal Hvg, th« Man'll* Mr. A. K. 

Faatnl Qaaiir, Khan Bahaiar Maalvl. 

Faalar Rahman, Mr." 

Faxlar Rahman ( Mym*nilngh), Mr. 

Fraaak, Mr. F. H. * 

Bamaa, Mr. t. A. 

BriMtha, Mr. C. 

Bapta, Mr. 4. N. 

Baraag, Mr. Damkar Singh. 

Haiiaiiin Ohaarihary, Maalvl. 

Namliaiitn Ahmai, Khan SaWh. 

NamIHan, Mr. K. A. f 
Naaaaauamaa, Maalvl Mi. 

Hmhnm All khan, Khan Bahaiar Maalvl. 
Hagsmitly Jamaiar, Mb an Sahib Maalvl. 
Hawking*, Mr. R. 4. 

Haniry, Mr. Oavii. 

Hlrtxal, Mr. M. A. F.**- 

Mrla Ahmai Mia. S^aalvi. 

total aiiln AhmiR, Khan Bahaiar MaaivL 

tortmniiln Ahmai, Mr. , 

KahlraMla Khan, Khan Bahaiar Maalvl. 
Kaaaaiy, Mr. I. «. 

MacBragar, Mr. B. B. 

Maftiaiiln Ahmai, Dr. . 

Matxatola Ahmai. Maalvl. 

# 


M again*, Mr. L. T. 

MaktabaCiia AhmaOthaa Bagaiar MaalH. 
rfaaial, Mr. Baaka Bah art. 9 

Maaiai, Mr. Blrat Ckaaira. 

Maaial, Mr. Jagat Obtain. 

Mnnlrntoln Akhaai, Maalvl. 

Marlaila, Mr. P. 4. 

MU**, Mr. 0. W. 

Millar, Mr. C. 

Mthammai All, Khaa Bahaiar. 

Margan, Mr. B., C.I.E. 

Matltm All Malla^ Maalvl. 

Maiammal Hag, Maalvl Mi. a 

Mahammai Afaal, KbMi SahlgMaalvl lyai. 
Mahammai lakagaa, Maalvl. 

Mahammai Sliilgaa, Khaa Bahaiar Dr. lyai. 
Mahammai Satalmaa, Khaa Baklb Maalvl. 
Malllck, th« Man'll* Mr. Makania Bahary. 
Mallitk, Mr. Falla Bahary. 

Maiharraff Hanala, th* Haa'hl* Naarah, Khaa 
Bahaiar. 

Mattagaaual Hngn*, Mr. Syai. 

Raniy, th* H*a'hl* Maharaja Srl**h|Bira, at 
Ocuimiaiar. 

Naiarallah, Nawaliaia K. 

N*rt*n, Mr. H. R. 

Rahman, Khan Bahaiar A. M. L. 

Raikwt, th* H*n'|l* Mr. Fratanna D«h. 

Ray Chvaihary, Mr. Blranira Klahar*. 

Raiaar Rahman Khan, Mr. 

R*u, Mr. J. B. 

R*y, th* Han'bl* Sir BIJay Fratai Singh. 

R*y, Mr. Fatlram. 

Saiaraiiln Ahm*i, Mr. 

SaSraiiin Ahmai, HaJI. • 

Sark*r, th* Han 'hi* Mr. Nallnl Ranjaa. 
Sauaan, Mr. R. M. 

S*n, Rai Bfthaiar togmb Chanira. 

Sarajal Islam, Mr. _ 

Shahahaiiin, Mr. KhwaJa, C.B.I. 

Shamtaiiin Ahm*i Khanikar, Mr. 

Siriar, Baba Litta Mania. 

Smith, Mr. H. Brabant 
Sahraarariy, th* H*n'bl* Mr. H. S. 

Tamltaiila Khan. Hi* Man’ll* Mr. 

T*t*l Ahm*i Ohaarihary, Maalvl Majl. 

Walkar, 8r. W. A. M. 

Zahar Ahmai Obaaihary, Maalvt 


NOES — SO. 


Ahial iahhar Falgraa, Mr. Mi. 
Ahial Wahai, Maalvt. 

Aha Mamaia tarkar, Maalvl. 
Ahal Fail, Mr. Mi. 

Ahmai Khan, Mr. Syai. 
ArtmaiMa Ahmai, Mr. 

Banarjl, Mr. F. 

Baaafjaa, Hr. Framalha Rath. 
BaaarJI, Mr. Balya Prtya. • 
Baa arj aa, Mr. Slhaath. , • 
BaaarJa*. Dr. Banal Ckaaira. 
Bar an, Baha Fnmharf. 



Bitwm, Mr. Raftik Lai. * 

Biaara*, Mr. Snnnira Math. 

Ban, Mr. Sarat Ckaaira. 

Chakraharty, Mr. iatiain Math. 
Chafcrabarty, Baba Raraaira Narayaa. 
Chart apnibyay, Mr. Hartpcia. B 
Chaaihart, Rat Hanaira Rath. 

Dm, Bay Mabim Ckaaira. 

Dm, Baha Raihaaath. 9 

Dm Bapto, Baha KbagaairaMlatb. 
Ditto, Mr. DklSatra Rath. 

Dalai, Mr. Hanaira Rath. 

Datta, Mr. Saha mar. 9 

Datto Mmaatoar, Mr. Mhanaia. 

• Cmiainl Hag*, hast. 

• • 


Bata, Mr.* eaat a* R Kamm. c 
B haw art k. Dr. Bah la i a BRaaira. 
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•Imm, Mr. A*»« Kriahaa. 

* AhanO, Mr, 

••pta,Wr. Ja«aah ftiMfi. 

Hum All Ahatrthary, Mr. lyatf. 

JalataMla Hatbaaty, Mr. ftyai. 

Jalaa, Mr. I. D. 

Jaaah All Majaaiiar, Maalvl. 

Kaaur, Mr. Atari Ohaaira. 

Kiala, Mr. NishKha Nath. 

Maltra, Mr. Se«aira Mahaa. 
aMaJI, Mr. Atanlta Kamar. 

< Majaariar, Mra. Haaiaprava. 

Mai, ||r. lawar Ohaaira. 

MMhal Haiala, Mr. 

Mahharjaa, Mr. I. 

A 

The Ayes being 106 and the Noes 60, the motion was agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

m 

The House was then adjourned till 445 p.m., od .Tuesday, the 
2drd May, 19-19, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 


Rtaaavr)** vr. 111m wanra, 
MaUtek, tnjat Aahataah. 
Prtaaaik, Mr. Tarfafcharaa. 
RanizaMa A bawl, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Ohara Ohaaira.. 

Ray, Mr. Kawalhriabaa. 

Roy, Mr. Kithari Rati, 
toy, Mr. Maaaiatha Nath, 
taayal, Dr. NaUaahaha. 
taa, Naha Natanira Nath. ‘ 
thahalali, Mr. 

Siniha, Naha Kahatra Nath, 
•laha, trfjat Maaiaira Bhasaa. 
lar, Mr. NaraaOra Kamar. 
Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 



Proceedings, of the Bengal Legislative Assembly ‘ assembled* * 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, fl>35. 


,, ^lL SA fuL met the AWmW >' House ' «» Tuesday, 

the 23rn May, a < 4-4') p.m. 


Present: 


Mr. Speaker (tlie Hon hle Khan Bahadur M. Azizri, ftsurE. c.t.e.V 
m the Chair, 9 Hon blp Ministers and 20(> members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

• (to which oral answers were given) 

Clerks in the office of the principal, Medical College, Calcutta. 

Mr. 8ERAJUL I8LAM” («) \\ ill the TTon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public* Health and Medical Department, he pleased to- 
state — • • 

•• 

. (0 h«w many clerks are there in the office of the Principal, Medical 
College, Calcutta ; and * # 

(17) wheth^T"they are on a temporary basis? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (n) is Jn tlie affirmative, will the H 011 ’ 1)1$ 
Minister be pleased to *»tute since when they are temporary? 

.(c) Will the •Hon’ble Minister be pleated to state whether they 
clerks enjoy the privileges of increments and General Provident Fund? 

(d) Are the Government considering the Tlesirabilitf of making them, 
permanent ? 

• • 

(e) If so^ when? 

,(/) If not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and MEDICAL 
DEPARTMENT (th» Hon’ble Mr. Tamizu&lin Khan): 19. 

• • * • 

(it) Thirteen of them are on a temporary' basi?. • 

(6) # Spven of these have been wording as temporary clerks* since 1928, 
four since 1939, and two since W39. • 
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f (jp) The temporary clerks were allowed the benefit of increment but 
the benefit has since been withheld under the provision of rule 31A of 
the Fundamental Rules as amended. Temporary Government servants 
are not eligible to join the General Provident Fund. 

(< d ), (e) and (/) The whole matter ft under my consideration in con- 
nection ^ith the scheme for amalgamation of the two offices of the 
'•Medical College and the Medical College Hospitals. 

< 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the ,Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why this large number of clerks have been kept in this 
tantalising manner for the last 11 years: what are the reasons? 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I think one of the reasons 
was thud the question of amalgamation of the two offices has been 
pending for a very long time. 


Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Rou ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the services of these clerks who have been kept 
temporary for the last 10 or 12 years were found indispensably neces- 
sary in their respective positions? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Apparently so, Sir. 

Mr. ACDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hobble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons for not confirming them in their respective 
posts ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 have given one of the 

reasons as it suggested itself to me. If there are other reasons I want 
notice. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Does the Hon’ble Minister mean 
to say that the matter of amalgamation has been ih the air since 1928, 
but has not yet been disposed of? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Not since 1928, but for 
a considerable time. 

Mr. MtRIA ABDUL HAFIZ: When does the Honble Minister 
expect that the question of amalgamation will be disposed of? 


Thi Hon’blo Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: As soon as possible. 
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Cmm instituted before Debt Settlement boards. 

• < 

*462Ae Mr. C. MORGAN: {a) Will the Hon'hle Minister in charge 
of the Co-opeiative Credit and Jlural Indebtedness Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(0 that the Sarbangapur Debt Settlement Board in th# district* 
of M urshidu bad gazetted on 14th ApriJ, 1938, has not vet* * 
functioned owing to an insufficient numlwr of mefnbers of 
the Board attending to make a quorum; » 

(n) that, all c a seif instituted before thi> Board have been kept 
pending ; 

(m) that a petition was presented to this Board by the Midnapore 
Zamindary Co., Ltd., in human of this \ear asking for a 
. more speedy disposal of eases; * 

(ir) thut’an assurance was given b\ tin* Boanl that the disposal of 
cages would be speeded up; but 

(v) that nothing as \et hgs been done? 

, (b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’hle 

Minister.be pleased to state what steps, if any. he proposes to take to 

ensure — # A 

• • 

. (i) that tlfis Board will take up its functions immediately; and 

(ti) that the cases pending before it will be disposed at an eurlv 

• d e#r 

0 

MINISTER in<chargeof the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INOEBTEONE88 DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bla Mr. Mukunda Behary 
Mulliek) : (a) (i) No: but t lie work of tl^ Board was seriously 
haVnpered during the autumn of last year owing to the floods. 

(Vi) No. 

(ui) Yes. 

(iv) Yes. 

(v) No. 

• (b) (i) Does noi arise. 

(u) Instructions have been* issued to tin* Board to this effect. 

Mr# Ga MORGAN! With reference to answer hi 1 , will thi Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased lo state how man\ cases hav% been disposed ofj 1 

Tte Moii’bla Mr. IfUKUNOA BEHARY MULLICK: Up to the end 

of March, 1939, 13 cases have beeti flisposed 
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. Mr. C. MORGAN: With reference to answer (v), via., No, will 
the non’ble Minister he pleased to state what exactly he means by it? ‘ 


Th. Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA'' BEHARY MULLICK: It means that 
something has been done. v 


q» Babu. NAGENDRA NATH 8EN" With reference to question (1), 
viz., the Board has not yet functioned owing to an insufficient number 
of members attending to make a quorum, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether floods have got anything to do with it? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: There were 
floods and all the members could not attend. Therefore, the meetings 
failed for want of quorum in some cases. 

Babb NAGENDRA NATH 8EN: The floods subsided some time in 
October or November. Does the Hon’ble Minister mean to say that 
during the remaining period, i.c., November, December, January, 
February and March, the disposal of only Id cases was sufficient for 
these 5 or 0 months? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The Board 
was established' rather late. As I have explained, when they start 
work, the progress must be slow, but as they go on the progress becomes 
quicker. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the Hon’bl e the Minister be 
pleased to state if it is the complaint all over Bengal with respect to 
the functioning of the Debt Settlement Boards? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Where they 
have been established within a short time, there may h$ such complaints, 
tut with regard to the Boards functioning for a long time, that is not 
the situation. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answer* were laid on the table) 

Excavation of khals Tn Khulna. 

220* Mr* PATIRAM !I0Y: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Cohnimmieations arid Works Department wre — 

, (?) that in 1937 the Naukhali khal in Khulna was excavated with 
the joint help of the grant of the Government of India and 
the contributions giveA by Ae local District Board; and 
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(u) that this year the Satkhira khal in Khulna Is being 1 excavated* 
* with the initiative taken by the Government ot Bengal? 

(6) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of declaring formally the excavated portions 
of the kha&s under the Canals Act for the maintenance of *he khtih 

against obstructions from fishing bars, cross bunds, etc.? • * 

* 

MINISTER in cha(ge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the^ Hon’ble Maharaja Srisohandra* Nandy, of 
Cossimbazar) : (a) Ye*. 

(b) 1 am considering the question of taking action under section 6 
of the Bengal Embankment Act, 1882, in order to achieve the object 
which the hon’ble member has in view. - 

• 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Ilon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state how far the excavation of the Sntkhira Khal is in pro- 
gress up till this time? # 

TheT Hon’ble Mabaraja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Coasimbazar: 

1 am afraid it is^not possible for me to give the information asl^d for 
as the question deals with the application or otherwise of the (*anal 
Aot or the Embankment Act and to answer that question l want notice. 
But for the information of •the honourable member J muv *a\ that we 
have prnvidedHRR. 28,000 for the execution of this work in the current 
year’s budget. 


Circular of Special Officer, ^Birbhum. 

*221. Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI : (<i) Is the Hon’l.ie 
Minister in charge ot the Co-operative Crcjit and «»<• al Indebtedness 
Department aware that the Special Officer, Birhhum, has issued an 
open circular overfall the Arbitration Boards directing them to gut 
pressure on the tenants to clear up the current rents and the major por- 
tion of all arrears at once, failing which, all rent suits pending in their 
Boards to he summarily dismissed? * 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, wilf the # Hon’bU 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons for # issuing the order referred 
to in (a) before necessary amendment of the* Debt 'Sett 1 eigen t Act? 

(c) Mas the attention of the Government been drawn to a petition 
sent to the Premier bj Babu Surentfra tfath Sarkar in this respect? 

(d) If so, what steps have so^far been taken? # # 
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/ fbt Hon'bla Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) No such 

circular was issued by any Special Officer. 

(6) and (d) Do not arise. 

(c) No. 

Mr. &HIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

*■ r 

, pleased to state whether the petition of Babu Surendra Nath Sarkar 
wafc received by the Premier? 

The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The answer 

I have given is “No”. No such petition was received. 


, Adjournment motion. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, you said you would 
give your final decision on my adjournment motion r 

i 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have already given my ruling, but I am always 
willing to discuss the matter with you further. 1 had no opportunity 
of consulting the Leader of the Opposition. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Money-lenders Bill, 1939. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: With your leave, 
Mr. Speaker, I should like to move the amendment No. 10 at page 5, 
viz., after clause 2 {10) (/) the following be inserted 

We have considered the drafting. There have been several drafts 
sent in by the honourable mem tiers from various parts of the House, 
and 1 think instead of trying to move an amendment which may have 
to be amended on the floor of the House, perhaps a draft which I am 
suggesting now may be more ^acceptable. 

Mr. SPEAKER: May I see the draft? 

S 

Th. Hon’tit. Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I aifi giving you a copy. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The suggestion is this. Instead of having. several 
motions which are abVady there, fUe Hon’ble Mr. H. S, Suhrawardy 
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hft8 tried to introduce a comprehensive^ one, that is* to say, t&at jlfter* * 
clausj 2 (10) ( e ) the following be inserted, namely — * 

**(/) A loan advanced to any perse n for the purchase or construction, 
of & house within thejimits of the area defined by clause 11 
.^of section 3 of the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1923, or of any 
area which has been or may hereafter be constituted a muni- 
cipality under the provisions of the Bengal Municipal Act^ # # 
1932, or for the purchase within such limits of land for^the 
construction of a house thereon if such loal is subject to the 
condition of repayment by instalments exteftding over a, 
period of t&i years or more.” 

A copy of this will be circulated to the members immediately. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is it proposed to limit it to the 
city of Calcutta? m 

Mr. 8PEAKER : No, Calcutta and all mufassal urban ureas. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY : This is, as hon’ble 
members will see, to encourage and promote businesses which are now 
. coming; to the fore for the purpose of building houses by those who am 
prepared to take adfantuge^of the facilities that are offered to spread 
the loan over a number of years. % % 

•Mr. DHIRlNDRA NATH DATTA: On point of order, Sir. I 
suggest that this matter be # passed over till we ai% supplied^with a copy 
of the amemMfent, so that we will be in a position to apply our mind, 

a judicial 6nd legal mind, to it. 

• 

Mr. 8PEAKER : If you look al item No. 293 of the original agenda 
it is substantially the same as the one whitji Mr. Suhraw r ardv move®. 
There is no necessity to pass it over as a copy will be available to tl|p • 
members in a few minutes. The whole purpose, as I have explained, is 
to exclude loans over 10 years w ithin Calcutta or the lifufassal municipal 
areas. 

Mr. NI8UITHA NATH KUNDU: In that case I sSnt a notice of my 
amendment. It was disallowed on the ground that somebody was going 
to*move an amendment of thij nature. $ow that the amendment selks 
to confine it to urban areas my amendment Vill probably he alWright: — 

“A loan advanced for the purchase of lgiul and (or) house or con- 
struction. of house w*ithiu the municipal ar%ps of Bengal 
provided that the loan is repayable 8y monthly, quarterly r % 
half-yearly or yearly instalments in ten years oremore/t 

* • ' • 

but it was disallowed. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: why? . 

\ 

c 

Mr. HI8HITHA HATH K’JNDU: Because the Hon’ble Mr 
Bubrawardy was moving an amendment like this. But now the amend- 
ment has been further amended. 

* 

Mr. SPEAKERS Please send the papers and I will see. 

The Hon’t)le Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I believe there are a 
number of amendments where it is proposed to oxtend the provision to 
exclude all the Building Societies throughout Bengal. Take for instance 
the amendment (Nos. 282-288) in the names of Mr. P. Banerji and 
others. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Ts your* identical wPh that one? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : No, my amendment runs 
as follows : — 

*‘2 ( 10 ) (/) a loan advanced to an\ person for the purchase or con-, 
struct ion of a house within the limits of the area defined by 
clause (7/) of section 8 of the C alcutta Municipal Act, 1928, 
or of an\ area which has been or may hereafter be constituted 
a municipality under the provisions of the Bengal Municipal 
Act, 1982, or for the purchase within such limits of land for 
the construction of a house thereon, if such loan is subject to 
the condition of repaunent by instalments extending over 
a period of ten years or more.” 

I formally moved this amendment . 
r 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point or order, Sir. May I 
submit that you were pleased, when we had an informal discussion, to 
state that although you would permit short-notice amendments from 
important groups or parties as well as Government you would not like 
such amendments to be voted upon on the day the amendments were 
maved ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am quite prepared to do that. 

pr. NALIMAK8HA 8ANYAL: We feel that so far as the Hon’ble 
Mr. .Sulirawarilv’s amendment ,1s concerned, if, as you suggest, it is sub- 
stantially the same as any other amendment or amendments already on 
the agenda, it will betmly fair trf sucb members who had applied their 
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mtndg previously to those amendments to let them •move ^beir auofend* • 
iBtllte in the first instance and then i{ Government want to mo fe an 
amendment they may do so. That would be only fair. Government 
should not stand on formalities. * 

• • 

Mr, S BEAKER: The difficulty is he has combined two or three 
amendments of two different Acts. Somebody has proposed “within the# 
Municipalities of Calcutta, Tollygunge, Garden Ifcach, Dum Bum and * 
Behaia. Then somebody has suggested “within theamunicipal areas.” 

• 

Dr. NALINAKSHf 8ANYAL: So far as Mr. Birendra Kishore Ray 
Choudhury s amendment is concerned, it is comprehensive enough. 

Mr« SPEAKER: There also he has tried to combine them. 

• Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir Hari Sankar Paul’s amendment 
is comprehensive enough. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No. 

*» 

Dr. NALI N AK8H A SAN Y AL • Mr. llirat Chandra Mandat's amend- 
ment i* there which # is almost identical. 

• • 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, (his is for theVntire 
ar^a of Bengal including all the municipalities. 

• . 

Mr. 9URJ&NDRA NATH BISWAS: We heard the Ron hie Mr. 

Suhraward^ say first that the house should be within the limits of 
Calcutta. But nqw he says “all over Bengal” including Calcutta. 

• • • 

The Hoit’ble Mr. H. A* SUHRAWARDY : # My amendment, Sir, goes 
so far as this. *ft applies only within the limits of Calcutta <jr 9 
witfiin the limit.^of any area of Bengal which bus been or may hereafter 
be constituted a municipality whfii the loanes advance*! for the purchase 
or construction of a house, and if it is advanced for the purpose of pur- 
chasing land, then«it will only apply when it is proposed to build a lionise 
upon that lhnd. 

•Dr. NALINAK8HA SAN/AL: What proportion of that land will 
have to be utilised for the construction of *a house? Will it elo if the 
house stands on one chattak of land? 

• . * • r* 

The Hott’ble Mr: H. S. SUHRAWARDY! 9ne cannot be so meti- 
culous ds all that. One would purchase fcnd for the purpo»e # of buiyling 
a ht>use,. and if a loai^is advanced subject to repayment by instalments 
extending over a period of ten jeafs, # it is quiteeclear that when one h 
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and refund, but Government proposes to exclude G t ron^thi» # 

. clauses relating to maximum rate of interest. We, submit th^J u the 
]Qan Ss to be treated as productive, it will cease to be productive if 
a high rate of interest is permitted on such loan and consequently we 
desire to put* a maximum limifr. AAV would have put a limit at 
probably less tjian 9 per cent., but having considered the circumstances 
prevailing in the country and particularly the fact that rep^rinent is?* 
proposed by instalments extending over periods o£ ten years and more* 
we have made the concession in the rate of interest and I have proposed 
a maximum rate of 9 per cent. AVe conceive, however, that as a result 
of competition between several insurance companies as well as building 
societies, this rate of interest will in actual practice he considerably 
reduced. Therefore we propose that these words be added towards the 
end of the paragraph and the whole clause will then reud as follows: — 

“That a loan advanced to any person for the purchase orWmnstruc- 
tioji of a house within the limits of the area defined by 
clause (77) of section ‘1 of the Calcutta Municipal Act. 1923, 
or*of any area which has been or may hereafter be constituted 
a municipality undeV the provisions of the Bengal Municipal 
Act., 1932, or for the purchase within such limits of land for 
# the construction of a house thereon, if such loan is subject 
• to tin; condition qf repayment by instalments extending over 
a period of ten years or more and do not carry ifffrrcst 

. ' exceeding 9 per cent, per annum’*. . 

• • 

• • . 

Mr. C. MORGAN: May I ttinw whether it is simple interest or 
compound interest P 

• 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Simple interest. If (lie House will 
permit me to add.the wofd “simple," I am prepared to do so. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think, uu can do tfr.it . 

Dr. NAI,IMAkiHA SANYAL: In that ease, my* amendment ifill 
read as follows : "and do not carry interest exceeding !» per cent, simple 
pe( annum" to be added at the end ol the Hon ble Mr. II. 
Suhrawardy's amendment, viz?, clause 2 (KM f/) : and I, formally move 
this. 

Sir, I would like to.add a few words more, Slid I will finish. *We have, 
some difficulty in accepting the extension of suck privileges to land in 
general and to all municipalities, because J know of many municipalities 
in Rengal where a verv large part of the muniefpalitv is under agricul- 
tural operations. There is a vejy substantial preportion of land undet 
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^agriculture ip municipalities as, for example, in Satkhira, which is 
Mr. n^hemy’s municipality, and in municipalities like Maheshpur, 
Kotchandpur, and even big,municipalities like Santipuyand Berhampur 
have a substantial part where agriculture is pursued. (Maulvi Abdul 
Baei : No, not in Berhampur). Yes,* yes, there is. m TO «tT? 

STflU (laughter.) 

r 

v Sir, my friend Mr. Bari lives in a part of the Berhampur Municipality, 
'within a stone’s throw of which agricultural operations are pursued, and 
yet I am surprised that he seeks to question my statement. However, 
let that go. 

I feel, Sir, that this addition of “limits of land for the construction 
of a house thereon” might lead to some evasion of the provisions which 
really are meant for building houses for middle class and poorer people 
in comparatively growing municipalities. And yet we do not like to 
oppose yhis amendment moved by the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy only 
because the words “for the construction of a house thereon” are men- 
tioned, but it would probably be better if, in the course of his reply, 
the Hon’ble Minister himself made it clear as to what proportion of such 
land should have houses built upon. F, for example, a person gets a 
very large area under him and states that lie will have a house built 
thereon, and on some corner has a small house, and the whole area 
is practically under agriculture he gets a loan for agricultural purposes 
and vet he may not be governed by the provisions of tlie Act. 

I would like the Coalition Party to have this matter further thrashed 
out, and if they do not like to have sucli agriculturists excluded — agri- 
culturists dho carry cm the work of agriculture just on the suburbs of 
certain municipalities and who have got to borrow money for such agri- 
cultural purpose.s — then I think they would lie well advised to move a 
•further amendment. (Mr. Fazlvr, Kahman : Are you* serious about 
your amendment?) So far as my amendment is concerned, 
I think that you will all agree that the limitation of the rate of 
interest is something which is very, very necessary, jmd to keep that 
rate of interest uncontrolled would mean much greater hardship than 
relief that the Bengal Money-Lenders Bill is intended to give. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my short-notice amendment to the 
House, and I hope that it will he universally accepted. 

Maujvi ABU H088AI(4 8ARKAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg 1 to 
oppose the amendment moved by the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy as well 
as the ^ort-notice amendment to that amendment, moved by my 
friend Ift*. Itylinaksha Saayal, because, I think "that both the amend- 
ments have been moved in the interest of the crectifors only — in short, 
the 4 creditors' side has been considered but no consideration has been 
given to the middle-class people and the labourers who live in * the 
municipal areas. 
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Sir, the pjfmsions of the Money-lenders Bill, as \ understand diem/* 
ere'tp minimize the old debts as well as to minimize the fut^re/rate* 
of interest prevalent in the country but, unfortunately, amendments, 
after amendments have been moved and various things have beam 
excluded from the scope of the Bill. (A voice from the Congrez*. 
benches: ‘Everything has been excluded.) One of my friends from 
the Congress side suggests that everything has been excludedf. If thi# # 
amendment is carried, Sir, the middle-class people — the subordinate 
officers, the clerks, the doctors, t lie lawyers, as well^is the labourers — 
will not get money for building their houses in the municipal areas at 
lower rate of interest. Both the Hou’ble Mr. Xuhrawardy and 
Dr. Sanyal are considering the interest of the creditors and the bankers,, 
but they are not considering the hardships of the middle-class people" 
who like to build houses in the municipal areas. Even the labourer* 
who like to get their houses built within the municipal urens*would be 
completely at the mercy of the money-lenders and the hunkers. They 
will have to borrow money at the contractual rate, and t hey will not 
get any benefit out of this measure as it was intended that they should, 
at the beginning, I mean wlirti the Bill was introduced. On the other 
hand if any man is sued for his old debt, lie will not get the benefit of 
the instalments, which are proposed in some later clauses. So, Sir, I 
again assert thi^ this amendment, if carried, will be detrimental to, the 
interests of the middle-class people, the lawyers, the docton^ the 
labourers, and such other middle-class people who may like to build 
their houses in municipal ^ireas. It would Ik* ver\ difficult for person* 
who are trying to establish themselves newly m municipal uieus all 
over the province including Calcutta. 


So, Sir, ^thiftk that the amendment of the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawzrd^ 
as well as the amendment ot Dr. San\a! should be rejected by the 
House. # • 

With these 4ew words, Sir, I oppose both the amendments. * * 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR lANYAL: * Mr. Spei.Lr, Sir, I tog to 
oppose the amenc^uent of the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardv, lw*eau«e unless, 
he accepts* the short-notice amendment which has* been moved* by 
Dr. Sanyal. this amendment will open out a flood-gate of litigation. 

• ^ • 

Sir, in Mr. Suhraward v > amend men t % only the purpose has bee* 

stated. He has given out that if certain loans are ihcurretf for the 
purposes of house building, they will he excluded from the operation* 
of this Bill. I submit. Sir, that it is very* easy tor ordinary people to 
dodge the provisions of the Money-lenders Bilt by stating that# every 
loan is a loan incurred for purposes of house construction, because* there 
is # nothing in the amendment of the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy which 
guarantees against this dodge. 0 H fiis amendiflyit is ^ecepted without 
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f \he kirther amendment of Dr. Sanyal, the effect will be that every loan 
transaction will be described as a transaction for house building 
purposes, because there is Nothing in this amendment of the Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy which compels a guarantee that, in effect, such loans 
should be so invested. Therefore, Sir, if it is expected that these loans 
should be' excluded from the operations of the Bengal Money-lenders 

f Bill, then in order to minimise or exclude the dodging of the Money- 
fenders Bill it is only proper in the interests of the debtors that the 
amendment of Dr! Sanyal should be accepted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I did not expect, Sir, 
much clarification on the issues frorii the opposite side, because actually 
these building societies and building loans are a very recent innovation 
in this country. Elsewhere, for instance in London, these building 
societies nave grown up to a very large extent and are a real boon *to 
those persons who have not got enough cash and enough resources to 
build houses for themselves, and we hope, Sir, fjiat by the 
exclusion of such building loans by building societies and by 
any other organisation that advance loans like these we may give 
some encouragement to the building of houses for the Benefit of the 
middle-class people or even of the working classes who cannot afford to 
lay out sufficient resources to build houses for themselves. Now, Sir, 
the amendment of Dr. Sanyal shows that he has not even studied how 
these building societies operate. In the first place, 1 am averse to 
laying down any interest other than the interest which we shall lav- 
down uuder section 20(«) " 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will that apply r 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Because if we do so, 

vfifrious other exclusions may crop up for which different rates of interest 
may have to he provided for. In the second place, building societies and 
loans of this kind operate on the basis of compound interest from the 
beginning to the end. The whole basis of these loans is compound 
interest similar to insurance companies, and, therefore, you are really 
stultifying the clause for exclusion if you say that it will carry 9 per 
cent, interest. Mr. Sanyal is right in saying that owing to competition 
between societies, the interest actually will be very much less. It is 
not a question of interest being less or more, but the question is that 
the system of interest and the whole system of giving loan rests on 
its own special basis. I would request the House that before they 
go oil suggesting these limitations, they should study each subject in 
rega/d to *hich the limitation is being made. It has been stated 
that if we do not limit the interest, it will work a &reat deal of hardship 
on somebody or othe~. So far as loans of building societies are 
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. concerned, they do not stand on the BMiie footing* as 1< r- # 

lenders. Persons who go to money-lenders are compelled to* to 
them because they need money. The Money-lenders Bill is for the 
purpose of protecting persons yho have not got resources and who 
must resort to loans for the purpose of keeping themselves going and 
inasmuch *as they are in a condition in which they caiAiot help 
themselves, it is right and proper that Government should* regulate** 
such loans. But in the case of building sociefSes, these will only 
affect those who actually go to them for the purpos? of raising loans. 
Nobody compels you ?o go and raise such loans from these societies; 
nobody compels you fo have a house of your own. As a matter of 
fact, this has not yet become a fashion in this country and actually 
it will not affect anybody unless t he person himself goes and 
deliberately raises a loan for the purpose of building a house. As 
building societies are at present constituted and as they #re run, 
they have got most complicated tallies with regard to their 
system of loans and how the instalments are worked out and how 
the payments that are made by the parties carry compound 
interest in the same manner ft*the outstandings until at a certain time 
they balance. These matters cannot he explained satisfactorily by one 
. who is.not a mathematician and does not know higher mathematics or 
by a person to a # House composed of gentlemen who also are not versed 
in higher mathematics themselves. Now, as I stated, the s.vst«*n of 
these- societies gs extremely complicated ami us we propose to exclude 
them altogether, we will t^low them to worlf out their own destinies. 
(Dr. Xalixaksha Sanyai. : Hw can you linut them to building 
societies?) & cause you need not go to a building society if you do not 
want to build a house. Nobody compels you to go there, nobody 
catches you W the scruff of your nsck to take loans from such societies* 
Neither is there «o much necessity to do so. In the case of a poor man 
w|io has got to go to a money-lender for the purpose of borrowing 
money, real necessity drives him to go there and take loan. But in*a * 
case of this nature, nobody catches you the scruff of your neck to 
take loans. It is for you to decide whether you desire to have your 
own bouse or not jn/l you are not compelled by necessity to take loans. 

If you do sot like the terms, you may refuse to take* the loan. At a 
matter of fact, the terms that are offered by building societies that do 
exist appears to be sufficiently attractive for persons to go to thPm 
and many persons have been* able to build houses for # theimjjdves by 
having recourse to such societies, who up to the present moment 
might have been paying rent to their l$ndlords 4 most of yrhom are 
to be found in the^opposite benches. If buiftiing^societieswe excluded, 
many persons who are at present paying house-rents will be aide to 
havg houses of their own, and the^ should have opportunities tef get 
loans # from such sdfcieties. (J)r# ^ai.ixaksh^ Sanyal: Building 
societies were not in your picture. Rai« Hab$ni>ra Nath 
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* •ChaVdhuri : . You are trying t q delude the House.) It yae not in the 
pictwe* Building societies were overlooked by Government. 
Building societies are, as If hav^ stated, not widely prevalent at the 
present moment. The attention of Government towards the exclusion 
of these building societies was directed by the various amendment which 
have beep sent in. While these amendments were examined, noted 
# *that therfj were some societies which were carrying on this business 
'an4. which should be excluded. So Government thought it fit to exclude 
them. ' 


Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, the speech of the Hon’blc 
Mr. Suhrawarjy has made it quite clear that such short-notice amend- 
ments ought not to be taken up for consideration. He has made 
statements which — he will excuse me if I say — are reckless. He has 
tried to Compare the interests of a borrower and of those who are 
required to borrow for the purpose of building. I think, he is aware 
that the Calcutta Corporation and also other municipalities have 
enacted laws and by-laws which require that persons will have to make 
pucca buildings. They cannot have corrugated sheds and other things 
on a public road. Therefore, in such cases, they are compelled to build 
according to the requirements of the municipal by-laws, and that is also 
a compulsion. * * 

In the next place, he ought to realise that people who build houses, 
not only build for theipselves but also for ott*ers who want to hire houses 
for the purpose of dwelling. Therefore, the necessity giving facili- 
ties for the purpose of construction of buildings cannot be under- 
estimated, and he has done so because, in a hurry, he has not been able 
to consider the question in all its beatings. 


, Moreover, I say that he has confused the House. We have not been 
able to follow whether he is going to make Chapter \1\ that is, regard- 
ing interest, applicable to them. At one stage, we thought that he did, 
hut at another stage, we thought that they are to he left free to have 
compound interest, to have interest according to higher mathematics, 
progressive interest and all those sorts of things. How are we to make 
our decision under such circumstances? This is a point which I want 
you to consider before asking us to vote qn the subject. * 

r ’ , 5 

Mmkd ABDUL BARI: When speeches were made by some mem* 
hers of the (Opposition they forgot that we as human beings live not 
only for ourselves but for others too. (Dr. Naljnaksha Sakta l: 
Gh: J oh!) <>Dr, Sanyal cried out ‘Oh oh!” I refer to it because, he 
is secure, in his house at the Hinflusthan Road built at the cost of 
the Hindusthan Insurance Company. Does he not remember that he 
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udvapce of some thousands of, rupees payable by * 

and* greeted his house. Does he not remember that now 4s ia 
aecuie in his house 


SAHTpSH KUMAR BABUs Mr. Speaker, Sir, ia this kind of 
personal reference permissible? I hope you will kindly intervene* 
However much Mr. Abdul Bari may be entitle^ to make a general* 
statement, can he refer to a particular member pf this House # and 
bring in his private affairs for the purpose of illustrating his argu- 
ment ? 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 can make it perfectly clear that 
I have not the slightest hesitation in admitting that I am a borrower 
of a big company. 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. There should not be any personal" 
reference. This should be avoided. (A voice: Maulvi Abdul Bari 
has not yet got a house in Calcutta.) 

« 

Maulvi ABQUL'BARIj 1 want to build a house in Calcutta, if 
possible. 

• I do not really understand the speeches made from that side. 
Though they were speaking on behalf of the ajpriculturis^i, they knew 
in their he»ft of hearts that Aiey were not talking about the agri- 
culturists ^t all. In saying this 1 include Mr. J. C. Gupta also. Wo 
are not con^inet^d that any word of sense w*as uttered regarding the 
reasons that were advaneed in favour of the inclusion of those persons 
who advanced money for the building of diouses. Now*, Sir, it is a 
well-known fac^ that not only in Calcutta but in mufassal areas atfso* 
th^re are contractors who are building houses for people on instal- 
ments. For example, if I w*ant to buiftl a house* for my own use 
and I cannot pay at a time the entire amount, there are people who- 
will advance inoffey to be realised in instalment*. That certainly 
stands in aid of those who do not want to live in rented houses. Does 
it* in any way affect the agriculturists whether they live in municipal* 
or non-municipal areas? Petsonally, I wqpld have gone a aty> further 
and would have said that there ought not to be any restriction regard- 
ing the areas — municipal or non-munieijah I think that yould have 
been better. But as the amendment stands, it stands «n a very good 
footing and no exception can be taken to it. f think that the amend- • 
meat is well thought ‘out, well reasoned, and well balanced, inarftauch 
as it enables so maily people to Jrje in their^ own houses by paying 
lor them in instalments. 
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* if. G. MORGAN: I want to know, as this new amendment brings 
in the fiiunicipalities in the mufassal and as the point has been raised 
by some of my friends over tlfere about dhan-khbts being within 
municipal limits, when a loan is advanced for the purchase of such 
lands, is there to be a time-Jimit within which the house must be 

constructed ? 

* % 

flai HARENDRA' NATH CHAUDHURI: No. 

f 

Mr. C. MORGAN: Unless that is so, the object of the Money- 
lenders Bill will be defeated. 

Mr, J. W. CHIPPENDALE: I find it difficult to follow what is 
being done in the House. I really want to know one matter so that 
I can understand both the amendment of the Hon'ble Mr. Suhrawardy 
as well as the amendment of my friend Dr. Sanyal, and it is this: 
are these building societies being brought within the purview of the 
Act or are they being exempted? If they are being exempted, it is 
high time that some amendment should be brought in in order to 
bring these societies within the purview of the Act so as to restrict 
the interest that may be charged. If, on the other hand, they come 
within the Act, then of course the Act will automatically provide for 
the interest. I cannot myself make out what is going on. I know 
that we do not want mopey-lenders to go on charging 1 an exorbitant 
rate of interest. Similarly, we do not wan'i building societies of any 
kind whatsoever whether within the 'municipal area or outside it to 
charge any exorbitant rate of interest. If they are within the purview 
of the Act, let the Act lay down the rate of interest, but if they are 
outside the scope of the Act, this is ‘the time to specify the maximum 
rate of interest. So, I trust, that the Hon’blc Mr. Suhrawardy will 
■ kindly make it plain as to what is the intention of ‘the Government 
with reference to the short-notice amendment that he has brought -in. 

(The Hon’ble r Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur, rose in 
bis seat to speak.) 

Th. Hon’bl. Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Mr. Speaker' I want to 
' answer the questions put by Mr. Morgan and Mr. Chippendale. 

r 

Mr. JOCEtH CHANDRA GUPTA: He cannot speak twice. 

« 

Tilt HOft’bto Mr. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Mr. •Morgan has asked 

whether there is a time-limit within which the building should be 
erected. Ttfat can hardly be incoity> r *t e d in thfe Money-lenders Bill, 
and a time-limit can bardlv be suggested. When a building has 
to be erected, cthat must form the subject matter of an agreement 
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.between the building society and the person who contracts with Abe # 
builSing society. For instance — I am going to be very clear — fiapArson 
comes and borrows money from a buildihg society, or the buildiug * 
society, as it^ happens, puts uj^ a building for the purpose of that 
particular .^person and the contract is that the building society shall 
erect the house’ within two years of the loan or within six mouths or 
within three months, depending of course upon the season, upon the* 
size of the house or anything like that 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It does not limit the building 
societies. • 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : And where is the 
contract? 

The Hon’Me Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Mr Morgan asKeU with 
regard to the^ building society and I am giving him a reply. 

Mr. G. MORGAN* I did nt>t ask that. With reference to the fact 
that .the rural municipalities are brought within the Act. I say that 
•most municipalities hi Bengal have got agricultural lands within the 
municipal limits* A point* has been raised by some of my friends 
here -as to whether a loan that is taken for the construction the 
hoyse& or for the purchase of dhan-khet lands that fall within the 
municipality, would come *nder the operation this amendment? I 
have not.ma^e any contract. 1 tiave not made auy arrangement with 
a contractor, but, meanwhile, I spend the whole of the money in pur- 
chasing the land ^or the supposed purpose of building 

% • • 

The Hon’blt Mr. H..8. 8UHRAWARDY : 1 think it is little bit 
fahciful to suggest that a money-lender will spread his loan ov«p* 
10 years or even^ouger in order to enable a lender to purchase a dJmn - 
khet. Apart from that, Mr. Morgan should know thfft he will l»e hit, 
and very badly hit, by the Bengal Tenancy Act. (Rai Harendea 
Nath Chaudhuri? * Not at all.) Mr. Morgan will *not be able, 4m 
an agricultural arable land, to build a house and to change the 
character of that land. Mr. Morgan under the Bengal Tenancy J^ct 

wifi not be able to take a loan from a money-lender 

• • • 

Mtulti ABU HO 88 AIN 8ARKAR: Thg is not the indention of 
the Bengal Tenancy. \ct. • 

(tai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: You do not know* the 

provisions of the Bengal Tenancy (Cries gi “Hear! hear’ 1 troip 

the Congress Benches.) * * 
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• Vhe HonUtl. Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That i* igy impression. 

, ^ ® * * 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH OATTA: You have no idea. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUOTHURI: You are entirely wrong. 

, The tfon’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I think I am right. 
.(Cries of “No! no!” from the Congress Benches.) 

n 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Ask your ,own party people, and 
they will tell you that you are terribly and horribly wrong. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: As I said, I cannot 
understand that anybody is going to a person for the purpose of* 
purchasing a dhan-khet with the object of constructing a house 
thereon. 

1 

Mr. Chippendale has remarked that the interest should be 
limited. Now, Sir, I do not know whether Mr. Chippendale is aware 
of the manner in which these Building Societies operate and of the 
principles upon which they give their loans and calculate their instal- 
ments. The question of interest which Mr. Chippendale wishes me 
to secure depends very much upon the period over which the loan will 
be spread. If it is spread over ten years, 4 it will carry a certain rate 
of interest; if it is spread over twenty \ ears — and I understand that 
twenty years is the usual time over which it is spread — it Will 
carry another rate of* interest. If it is spread over twenty-five years 
and more, it will be different. And if really we^'go into this 
question we will have to draw up a table limiting the rate’ of interest 
of these societies which I believe. Sir, it is impossible to do. I am 
prepared to make this offer to Mr. Chippendale that if these societies, 
which are in an infant ‘stage in our country and which we do not 
tfant to stifle at this stage, operate with hardship t on people, so 
that the result is that they charge illimitable interest and persons 
who borrow froiff these societies are put to great hardship, there 
will not be the least difficulty within the next six or eight months in 
bringing them within the purview’ of this Act. So I would ask 
Mr. Chippendale to let us examine this question. As a matter of 
fa^t, there are few of us who have studied the subject properly, end 
actually, as I stated yesterday, the principle should be first to make 
out a case for fiardship before regulation comes in, and not to anticipate 
hardship from before and regulate as if it was going to create hardship. 
As I said, I^m prepared* to make this offer to Ifr, Chippendale that 
if ia the course of a' year he is able to find instances that these loan 
societies take advantage of tfyeir position anch operate harshly, upon 
people, then we shall only be to^ glad to include them within the 
purview of th{* Aet, 0 
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ftii MARENDRA NATH CHAUDHUftl: Mr. ♦Speaker, Sir, ^the* 
Hobble Mr. % Suhrawardy is out to mislead the House * deliberately. 
He ft constantly harping on the point ^hat the amendment *con tem- 
plates and excludes a loan by a bifilding society. That will not be* 
the case because in the amendnfent that he has suggested there is no 
mention that the loans would be advanced only by building societies 
and not by any other person. The amendment speaks generally of % 
loan advanced for building purposes, but by wkoiy it is not mentioned** 
Probably the Hip’ble Mr. Suhrawardy is obses|ed with the ieleas 
derived from the bri*f which he has lately received from building 
societies and with tly* terms oi contracts of the building societies. 
Their terms and contracts are in his brain, but in his amendment he 
does not speak exclusively of loans by a building society. Not only 
that. In the amendment he is excluding loans for buildings taken 
not only in Calcutta but in all the municipal towns spread over 
Bengal in most of which building societies have not come fo operate. 
So the question of his amendment being confined only to loans taken 
from building societies cannot arise. There lie is deliberately mis- 
leading the House. 1 should jay. 

Then he says in reply to a question put by Mr. Morgan that there 
musl J>e a term in such contracts that the House will be built within 
such and such pbriod. But how does he presuppose that? There 
is no mention of any suoti contract in the amendment either^ The 
contract is oiyly in his imagination, but he is speaking as if it is 
included in his amendment. 

The Hobble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: A loan is a contract. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: Tliinll.v he says that % 
person who purchases $ dhan-khet and wljo wants to build a house 
thereon will be "precluded by t lie Bengal Tenancy Act. That is imt a 
thtv case. Aft(^ the amendments made to the Bengal Tenancy Act 
in 1928 — let alone the recent amendment -eu tenant i# entitled to build 
a house on a portion even of his agricultural land, provided the 
building does nofr *in any way convert the whole^land into a j|on- 
agricultursfl holding. That is what the Bengal Tenancy Act provides. 
Otherwise a tenant is perfectly entitled to build a house on any agri-< 
cultural or arable land. There again, Sir, the Hon’ble Mr. Sunra- 
wardy is misleading the House by denying the possibility. Apparent- 
ly he does not know the present provisions of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act. In these ci ret instances, if the amendment be accepted by the 
House without th*e*rider suggested by Dr. San^vnl, then this wil^ open 
up a loophole for evading in urba^ areas the provisions olthe Bengal 
Mdney-lenders Act rigarding limitation of interest,, etc. Whether the 
House will be in a mood to acfepf Ach an amendment I do not knd\v. 
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f f If St accepts, it ^ill make ' much of the provisions of the Money- 
lenders Act * nugatory. It is for the House to considrt* it carefully • 
and a have nothing more to add. * 

. ' r 9 

Mr. SPEAKERS Following the practice which I announced before, 

I think that it will he better in the case of a short-notice amendment 
if it is ndt put to a division on the same day on which notice is given. 

* Jt should be put to division the next day. In the meantime, I have 
received a very short-notice amendment by Dr. Sanyal, with the con- 
currence of the Congress Group, to confine the operanon of the Hon Tile 
Mr. Suhrawardy’s amendment only to the building societies. If Dr. 
Sanyal will formally move his amendment, I will ask the Nawab Sahib 
to reply. 

I understand that Government is not in a mood to proceed with the 
other amendments to-day. Is that so, Mr. Suhrawardy? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : There are some small 
amendments which are consequential to the amendment^ which have 
already been accepted. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is better to take them up together. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I move a ful ther amendment 
that after the words “a loan advanced” add the words “by a building 
society,” l>ecause so far #s we have listened to the arguments of 
Mr. Suluawardy, they are all calculated to exclude the operation of 
building societies and nothing else. His intention is certainly not to 
exclude the operations of private money-lenders who might evade the 
law by simply advancing the loan by stating that tbe loan is lor the 
purpose of building houses, without any limitation whatsoever. (Ciies 
from the Coalition Benches: But it is repayable in ten years.) But 

. th^t is merely a long-term loan carrying a high rate of interest 

* * 

Th. Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. CUHRAWAHDY : Will you define a build- 
ing society ? 

br. NALINAkSHA 8ANYAL: That is lor tbe Government to do. 

, I find the Hon’ble the Finance Minister is getting fidgety. I can 
asshre him that he need not have any apprehension or feel any difficulty 
arising opt of it because he' has already by virtue of a previous motion 
of the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy got excluded tbe institution in which 
he himself is interested. That being the position, such institutions 
having been excluded-* 

Th# H«/M# Mr. NALINI 'RANJAN 8ARKER: Dr. Sanyal is 

judging others by his own standard* 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, I Vant to add tie words “Ky a,, 
building society” and, if necessary, (•onsequentially let # Govermnent 
put forward some definition of a building society. 9 

9 * • 

Mf. SPEAKER: As there will be no other business to-day, I propose 
to adjouri^ the # House at 6-*15 p.m. till tomorrow when the division* 
on these two amendments and other motions will be taken uj£ # 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadur r 

Sir, Mr. Suhrawardy's motion was handed over to me* when I just came 
here. (Cries from the Congress Benches: That was very wrong.) Aa 
far as 1 know, the bifllding societies have been working for th<* good 
of the middle-class people, and money is now being invested by such 
societies and houses are being built near the Lake Hoad for small holders 
of houses. These people would never have expected to have houses of 
their own if such houses were not built for them by some* societies- 
whit'll are advancing money and not only advancing money but securing 
lands for the houses. This business or industry has cropped up very 
recently, anrfit requires a little bit nurturing to enable all the people 
who are actually paying monthly rents to have houses of their own. 
Tha^ being the position, I do not believe at this stage that it is desirable 
that there should be any restriction on the working of such societies who 
are building houses for others. My friend l)r, Sanyal says that the rate 
of interest should be fixed. As tar as I understand the position, 4f the 
rate of interest is fixed, the development of the entire industry may 
be hampered. If you wayt to develop an ihfant industry, you must 
give it freedom. It is a sort of#an industry that was nof»in existence 
Indore, and so as an industrialist I can tell von this much that if you 
really desire that the people who are not owners of houses hut who 
desire that sc^ne liouses should be.lmilt for them should be eneourage«T 
to have their houses built by such institutions. If these infant institu- 
tions will work yut a salvation for themselves and if in future it is 
found that they* are not working for the good of the country but ff)r 
their own selfish interest by earning mort^ and more money out of it 
and not giving corresponding advantage to the people, then it will be 
the duty of all of ys. t° set * that some restriction is put on them. But at 
present I do not believe that such infant industries* should be at* all 
restricted by us. I would ask Dr. Sanyal to consider this aspect of the 
case. He should not rush in for a division. I appeal to him to in- 
sider that whenever any infant industry i * springing up, it jhould be 
allowed to develop unhampered, and then if you find that it is working 
on wrong lines, to Restrict it. I appeal^ t* you ^ now to consider tliia 
point and not to rush in for a division. Pcan^assure the House that 
we are all working for the good of the country; one is working ki hia 
owq way; another in h different wfy. In that^view I hoprt» tber£ will 
be no voting in a cask like thi^. 
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n t _ * 'Mr. SPEAKER I There is just one point which I want to suggest to 
the Treasury Bench, and that Is what we might go on rft a little more 
rapid #ate if Government ip the course of the next two days could 
‘anake up their mind definitely about the provisions of this Bill. I 
may say that for the last two or throe days we have been proceeding 
very* slowly, because Government were not found to be ready with their 
^amendm^hts. 

TIM HOfl’bti Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I do not know 

whether that will lead to greater expedition, because these are somewhat 
•controversial matters; Chapter VI is aho going to be controversial. 
In any case, Sir, we will consider your suggestion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In that case I would adjourn the House till 
4-46 p.m. to-morrow. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 4-46 p.m. on Wednesday, the 
:24th May, 1939, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



Proceedings* of the Bengal Legislative Assembly* assembled f 
.under the provisions of the Government of India Act, f #45, 

The Assembly met in &e Assembly House, Calcutta, on 
Wednesday, the 24th May, 1939, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 


o 

Mr. Speaker (the Rouble Khau Bahadur M. Azizol Haque, c.i.b.) 
iu the Chair, 9 HouTJe Ministers and 206 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Provincfelisation of Indian Civil, Polios and Medioal Services. 

* 

•488. U/. MD. ABUL FAZL: (,,) Will the Hon 'Me the Chief 

Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether Government are considering the desirability of replacing 
the Indian Civil, Police and Medical Services by Superior 
*• Provincial Services; and , f 

( ti ) whether Governme&t are Jin correspondent with the^Government 
* of India for such replacement, and with other Provincial 
'•Governments for a uniform line of action for such 
suljstifution ? ^ 

t b) Is the Hon’ble the Chief Minister aware that the Assum Govern* 

ment have aireadV been taking steps iu the matter ? f 

• * 

Ths Hon’ble the CHIEF MINISTER (the Hon’ble>Mr. A. K. Fazlul 
Huq): (<?> No. 

(h) It is understood that the Government of Assam are considering 
the question. 

' Babtl NACENDRA NATH 8EN: Will, the Hon’ble Minister \e 
pleased to state whether the answer “No” against (a) refer# to both 
the questions (a) ( i ) and (a) (it)? 

Tb. HM’Ut Mr.’ A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I «h«7l not go so far a* -that. 
For the present the answer “No” means that the present Government 
has no^ yet considered the “desirability.” 

15 
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* yitbu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Then it refers to (a) ( i ) only? 


TtotHon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, Sir 

* c 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: ^ill the Hon’ble # Minister be 
pleased to state if there is any list made of such posts which may 
3 onvenie*tly be placed under “Provincial Services” in cases where 
/the Government of India Act does not interfere? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is a question of inter- 
pretation of the list in the relevant schedule of tfie Government of India 
Act. I cannot say more than what appears thefre. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Has the Government of Bengal 
prepared any list to find out if such posts can be suitably provincialised? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I should dike to have 
notice, Sir. As regards some of the services, it has been done, but 
1 am not sure as regards all the services. ' 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Does the Government consider the 
desirability of examining this question, so that there may be consider- 
able economy effected in the expenditure , incurred pn the superior 
servr'es and the Government of Bengal may have full control over the 
services ? 

ThO Hon bio Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Now that our attention has 
been specifically drawn. I can assure the honourable member that 
Government will give utmost consideration to the point that has been 
raised. 


Admissibility of travelling allowance to members ot Union Boards. 

*464. Maulv; MAFIZLDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department be 
pleased to state whether the presidents and membelB of Union Boards 
and other non-official gentlemen to whom enquiries are referred to by 
Criminal Courts and other Government officials are allowed any 
travelling allowance? 

(b) ti the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Qon'ble 
Minister be pleased to stat° by whom and at what rate the allowance is 
paid P ,, 

(o) If the answer to (u) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Government 0 are considering the 
desirability of allowing them travelling allowance in future? 
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MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL ami LEGISLATIVE,* 
. DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Hawaii Mushamiff Hoiaain^ Khan 
•ataSur): (a) and (r) No. ‘ 

( b ) Does not arise. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: With reference fco answer 

(c), where Government says 4 ‘No” in answer to the question whether 
Government are considering the desirability of eallowing traveling** 
allowance to presidents and members of union boards* will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to^state whether Government do not think that the 
presidents and members of union boards are sometimes hard hit if they 
are expected to meet their expenses out of (heir pockets for executing 
the orders of courts ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan JBahadur: 

Government will be guided by the Legislature. If the Legislature 
thinks that the presidents and members of union boards should get some 
^travelling allowance, it can bring in a Bill in this House and get it 
passed. Otherwise, Government as it is ut present constituted, thinks 
that any further attempt to spend more on the administration of the 
country willT)e wrong. 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Do Government ooj^ider 
the desirability of taking an initiative in bringing in legislation t^this 
effect P # 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8H/(RRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadurs 

Government do not consider it necessary to do so, because Government 
are of the opiniofl that no further expenditure along that line should, 
be incurred. 


* Preventive and protective measures against Damodar floods. 

•465. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in ‘charge of the Communications and Works Department oe 
pleased to state what arrangement has been made by Government to 
prdteet the people on the right* side of the river from the disaster of file 
Damodar flood? 

(b) Is* the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

• t 

(i) that some breaches such as Kumirkhbla |pd Naj^a have been 
. protected by sluice gates; and * 

ifG.tJiat all the preaches have not yet been guarded by any 
embankment or sluic%gAee? 
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*> f * \c) If the answer to (6) iS in the negative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
foe pleased td state what steps, if any, do the Governmeat contemplate 
taking for the protection of the people of the Damodar river sidetfrom 
such flood havoc P 9 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT: (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandta Randy, of 
v 'Oossimb&ar) : (a ) Work is now in progress on a scheme for the relief 
of flooding on the right bank of the Damodar river, which is estimated 
to cost Rs. I,16,5fo0. 

( b ) (i) A regulator at Lakra (not Nagra) has been completed and a 
weir and regulator which are under construction at Kumirkhola will 
probablydbfc completed by April or May, 1940. 

’ («) 'The scheme provides for closing 11 minor breaches out of which 

6 have already been closed ; the others have not yet been taker up as 
the local people have refused to give the required land. 

t 

There are many other breaches but it is not considered necessary to 
control them. * 

(c) Does not arise. ' 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU : With reference to answer (b) 
(u), in which it in stated that scheme provides for closing 11 minor 
breaches out of which six have already been closed, will the Hon’ble 
Minuter he pleased to state the object of closing these six breaches P 
Is it for the purpose of protecting the people from the disastrous 
Damodar ffoAnls, or for any other p unpose P 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

‘The object in this particuhy case is to prevent flooding -Hieu the water 
level is low. 


' Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the, answer just now 
given, will the Hon’ hie Minister be pleased to state in which cases the 
closing of breaches prevents disasters and in which cases it adds to 
the number of disasters!' 

* « 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is too big a question. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : With reference to answer 
(«), wKl the IIonTde Minister be pleased to state whether the scheme 
has been prepared in the light of the criticisms and suggestions made 
by Sir William WileocksP 


tho Hon’blo Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Gossimbazar: 

Sir, we have always in view the opinion of Sir William Wilcocks when- 
ever any scheme is prepared by experts of Government. 
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ftai HAR&NDRA NATH CHAUDHtJRI: Will the Hod >ble Minister* 
be phased to state if he is aware that Sir William Wilcocks *a# defi- 
nitely of opinion that this closing-tp of* breaches will not serve the* 
purpose of saving the people fro*n floods ? 




The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coatintbazart 

I am afraid, the honourable member is not aware «>f the actual statf of 
affairs in this particular case. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, my question has not 
been answered. My question is if the Hon’ble Minister is’ aware that 
Sir William W ilcocks was definitely of opinion that this closing-up 
of miqor breaches will not prevent the flooding of the area? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazart 

— 1 fa not tliiak, that was the opinion of Sir William Wilcocks in this 
particular case. Hie object m this case is to prevent water passing 

over a large area during low floods. 

• 

• • 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what was the particular opinion of Sir William 
Wj 1 c'ock s in this m a 1 1 er ? s* 

• 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazars 

Sir Will fieri Wilcocks never expressed his opinion on individual 
schemes . 

• 

Rai HARENDRA* NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
liinister be pieced to state if he is aware of the opinion of Sir Willifm* 
W ilcocks, as given in his lectures before the Calcutta University and 
published in the shape of a bobk, namely* Irriffatior? in Bengal ? 

• • 

The Hcm’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY*, of OoaaittAnart 

Certainly. 

t 

Mr# NI8HITHA NATH KUNDUS In view of thfc answer that 
sometimes by closing of breaches, disaster J>y floods is prevented, will 
the Hon’ble Minis^ei be pleased to statS it he thinks jt desirable to 
enquire^ into the desirability of closing the breaches of embankment* 

in other parts of the province when* they are causing disaster by fleods? 

* » » « 

~ - # 

Mr. SPEAKERS That question does noJ*arii%. 
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,/ \ 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: In view of the jefusal of the 
peoplfe to give the required land, will the Hon’ble Minister be pl^hsed 
'to state if he thinks it desirable provide for the acquisition of the 
land ? 

The tgbn’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coaaivnbazar: 

Mt is difficult to say anything definitely now. It will depend upon what 
the°people decide ^ultimately. 


Damodar Canal. 

*486. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge 'of the Communications and Works { Irrigation) Department be 
pleased to state — * 

(a) whether it is in the contemplation of the Government to'' fix * 

the rate of water-tax in the Damodar Canal area; 

(b) how many acres of land are under the Damodar Ca» \l area ; k 

(c) how many of them were irrigated last year; 

( d ) what is the total maintenance co&t of the Damodar Canal 

Department only; 

{e) what is the amount assessed and realised for 1938 and 1939; ‘ 

(/) whatsis the amount of the unrealised arrear of taxes; and 

(g) what amount has been realised up to date? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, ofCoesimbazar: 

(a) The rates mentioned in notification No. 1 0-I. of the 30th May, 
1938, published in the Calcutta Gazette of the 2nd June, 1938, are still 
in force. 

(b) About 1,30,000 acres'. 

(c) About 33,270 acres. 

\d) The attention of the honourable member is invited to the figures 
on page 2 of the Irrigation Budget Estimates for 193940 presented to 
this House. 

(e) Tke asseLement for the year 1938-39 was about Es. 1,16,000. 
The amount realised cannot be stated until the accounts for the 'year are 
finally made up. Nc assessment for the year 1939-40 has so far been 
made. < 

(/} About Rs. 1,95,500 on the 6th May. * 

^(g) About Rs. 14,55 t 000 between ^be year 1933^34 and the beginning 
of May of the current year. 



QUESTIONS. 


Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 'Will the Hou'ftle Minister 
in cfcarge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state if Gov&riAnent 
would consider the desirability of fixing the rate at the reduced amount 
as recommended by the Committee last year? 

• . 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tN 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad 8ingh Roy): The matter is under considera- 
tion. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Breach in embankment at Padmanagar in Kuahtia by flood of the 

Kaliganga. 

^ • 

222. Mr. HARIPADA C£ ATTOPADH YAY : (a) Is the Rou ble 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) 

Depart men t^a ware — 

• 

(?) of the breach of th^ embankment (hand) at I’admanagai near 
Harinarayanpore, ]>oliee-station Kushtia, caused during the 

. * onrysh of the flood waters of the Kaliganga in 1934 : and 
* • 

( /t) that since their th* crops and dwell ingdiouscs of^lhe locality 
ii* the districts of NaTlia and dessore. are being affected by 
.flood-waters every year? 

• 

(6) Is it nlft a fact that the inhabitants of the affected areas have 
been praying for the ref^iirs of the said embankment ? 

(c) If the answers to (a) and (h) are in the affirmative, will As # 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what stejra, if any, have the Gov- 
ernment so far taken in the matter? 

( d ) If no stepdias yet been taken, will the Hoqjble Minister be 
pleased to State what steps, if any, do the Government propose to take 

in this matter? 

• 

Tho Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of CoaiimlMaM 

(a) There has never Ijeen any embankment^* the bank of thej^aliganga 
river at Padmanagar. In 1934 there was Considerable erosion of the 
natural high bank of the river, with the result t£at since that year the* • 

river has spilled over dbme adjacent* low-lying lands during <high ffbods. 

* • • • 

(b) A representation from the I5#cretarv of «a local committee was 
Recently, handed to me ^y the questioner. 
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* * 

(c) and (&) I am advised th'at the construction of a# embankment 

would eft more harm than gcjpd. * 

• < 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to^state if there is a road between Padmanagar and Harinarayan- 
<pore parallel to the river Kaliganga? 

w 

Tht Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NAEIDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I believe, there is a road, but I cannot say whether it is parallel to 
the river. 


BabU NAGENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minisjer be 
pleased testate whether that road acts as an embankment? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbaferr 

I have already said in m> reply that the* high bank of the river served 
as a flood-embankment so long as there was no erosion. Uj 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH 8EN: With reference to answer t<f 
questions (c) and (d), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state who 
advised him in that matter? 

i 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I was advised b\ Government experts. 


Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be' pleased to state if he is aware that during 19*10 the embankment, 
that is the District Board mad in question, was partly and not fully 
repa i red ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I am afraid T am not aware of it. 

e « 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: Will the Hon’ ble Minister 
be pieased'to state if lie is ait are that this year tfte local people them- 
selves have repaired the erosion of the District Board road? 


% 


Tht Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of CoesM 

I am aware thrft the lbcal people tried to put up an embankment. 
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. Mfeappraprifttion of money from the <tapo.it aooount of life. SudhirM* 

. Bakshi by a clerk of the office of Asstymt Registrar of Co^jpAativo 

Societies, Burdwan Division. * 

• • 

223. Mr. . DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKERJI: (q) I 8 the' 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Ruwi Indebt* 
edness Department aware — , * 

(i) that a pass-book issued in favour of Mrs. fludhirbala Bakshi 
(DasD, wiTlowed daughter of Babu Akshoy Kumar Basu 
Mullick, of village and post-office Gopinagar, near Tnra- 
keswar, district Hooghly, was produced and handed over to 
the Registrar, Co-operative Societies, Bengal, in his office 
room early in December, llfcW, by the said Akshoy Balm 
• on behalf of his daughter; m 

( it ) that the complaint made was that the said pass-book lm<l been 
issued and made over to the dejmsitor by the then clerk of 
♦ lft» office of the Assistant Registrar, ( ’o-ojierntive Societies, ' 
Burdwan Division, who had misappropriated the money ; and 

(in) th:J» the said clerk rejuiid the misappropriated deposit in full 
. . to the depositor by way of u fixed deposit certificate for 

Us. in her # name in the Bengal Provincial Co-operative- 

Bank, Limited, on the 7th December, 1 fK13 ? * 

* (k) Tf the “answer to (n) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to st^te what action, if ativ, was tpken bv the 
Registrar aguinst the clerk ? 

(c) Is ft a fact that even after the matter of the 7th December, 1933, 
referred to (tn), the clerk ip question continued as a Director of 

the Bengal Co-operative Officers’ Credit Bank, Limited? 

. (<D If so, for, how long? # m # 

0 

*MINISTER*in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Kfon’bl. Mr.*Mukunda B chary 

Mullick): (a) O No such pass-hook was handed over to the Registrar. 

tii) A mmplaint was made regarding the fixed deposit of Mrs. Sucthir- 
bala Dasi. c/o Balm Akshoy Kumar Basil Mullick, in the Bengal # 
O-operative Officers’ Credit Bank, and the Working Committee of the 
Bank asked the pass-book bolder to appear before ^hem tyr proper 
enquiry as the money was not received by the bank. It appears th&t 
the passbook holder # did not turn up, an^l no further action* was taken 
by the Bank in .this connection. There ft jio % information that any 
clerk of the office of the Assistant Registrar, Burdxraa Divisioif, was 
involved in the transaction. * 

• • p 

(Hi) Does not anse. 

• (6), ( c ) and (d) Do jot arise. • 
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*, * • e 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ ble * Minister be 

pleased \o enlighten us whether there was any enquiry whatsoever as 
'to whether the credit of Rs. 1,000' was in the name of the said lady in 
the Bengal Provincial Co-operative Bank on the 7th December, 1933, 
as referred to in the question? 

/ The Hbn’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I would only 
refer the honourable member to my answer (??), and no further enquiry 
•could have been made because of the facts stated in the answer. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: In view of 'the specific amount 
-given in the question, namely, Rs. 1,000, the specific date, namely, 7th 
December, 1933, and the specific charge of crediting that amount in 
the name of that lady, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 
it was not desirable for him to enquire into the matter whether that 
amount waN actually credited in the name of that lady and who was 
the depositor of that amount so that he could trace the source of that 
deposit? ' 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 1 have 
already said in my answer (iY) that there was a complaint made to this 
society who asked for details, but no further details were forthcoming 
and so no enquiry could be made by the soc iety . 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the nature of the complaint made by Mrs. Sudhir- 
bala Dasi? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Pmust ask 
for notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
^pleased to state if he would treat the question as a fresh question and 
initiate fresh enquiry into the matter? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 


GOVERNMENT BILL 

Bengal Money-lenders Bill, 1939. 

tflr. SPEAKER: I find. Mr. Suhrawardy has slightly changed hie 
umendmenft 1 * 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: This is, if I may say so, 

merely a verbal change. I have been thinking of the remarks made by 
Mr. Morgan about the purchase or c<*n struct ion of a house which bouse 
may not materialise ultimately . 
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• • • ' 9 < 

I therefor* move that after clause 2(sW)(<?), the following be inserted, 
namely : — * • 

# * . 

*'(/) a loan advanced to an\ person for the purchase or construction 

of* a house, or for thf construction of a house together with 
• the. purchase of the site thereof, within the linyts of the 
area defined by clause (11) of section 3 of tit* Calcutta 
Municipal Act, 1923, or of any area which has been or ma/ 
hereafter he constituted a municipality finder the Bengal 
Municipal Act, 1932, if such loan is subject to the condition 
of repayment by instalments extending over i period of ten 
years or more.” 

Mr. 8PEAKER : In other words, urn want that the money advanced 
may not he spent for anv other purpose. 

The Hon’fte Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWAR0Y : Yes, Sir. Our purpose 
encourage house-building and, therefore, it is the building of the 
house* which is the most impoitunt factor- -land is merely an adjunct 
There may be cases in which a man has not got his own bind or has not 
beer* able totalise loans for the purchase* of land. Therefore*, wc should 
have — -*“or for the construction of a house together with the purchase of 
the site thereof”*; so the loaftis advanced for ei titer purchase of a house, 
construction of a house or construction of a house together wifh the 
purchase of till site thereof will he excluded* The purchase of a mere 
site for the future const ruction of a house will not he excluded because 
the real purpose is the construction of a house. I hope, this will meet 
with the \^ew* of every section of the House. 

# 

Dr. NAt.rAAK8HA 8ANYAL: What about rate of interest Y 

9 • 

The Hon’blf Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : With regard to tint,* 
as I said before, 1 cannot accept that as it will place the lender in 
difficulties. * # # 

The point is tjiis. I do not desire to interfere with any business 
until I am certain that the business i* proceeding along lines which causa 
hardship to the people, I again make my offer that if in the course „ 
of*a year any instance of real Jiardship arises, we shall be glad to include 
it in this Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: • I will put this amemlmlnt just before adjournment. 

• • 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8AMYAL: Why!' 

» • • 

* • • • 

Mr. SPEAKER: I had a t^k with the Leader of the Oj^iiioa and 
be agreed, Mr, Suhrawardv, what js your ngxt aiftendmlnt ? 

• • • * 
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no, 

The Hon’ble Mr. H 8. 8UURAWARDY: My next amendment * 

would 1 be under clause 2 ( 19 fc. ’’ 

r <a 

Mr. SPEAKERS No more amemliileut under clause 2 : { 10 ) 

The Mwi’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: No. 

t 

Dr. NALINAKEHA 8ANYAL: In view of the short-notice change 
in the draft put by the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy we have to propose that 
the words “purchase or” be deleted from the draft. The idea is that so 
far as this House is concerned, we are inclined to exclude a loan advanced 
for the construction of the house. But so far as the purchase of a house 
is concerned, we feel that there may be evasion of the provision of the 
law if purchase of house is permitted through such loan. We feel that 
probably it might be difficult also if there were no restrictions 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is \our amendment; let me see. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I move that in lirm 1 ot * the 
amendment of the Hon'ble Mr. Suhrawardy the words “purchase or” be 
deleted. So far as the site is concerned, we are prepared to have the 
purchase of the site provided for. I know that there is a system or pro- 
cess of advancing loans, by which as the building progresses, on !‘he 
certificate of the ennt: actor or the engineer in charge, t lie financing 
company advances money, up to a certain percentage of the actual cost 
incurred. Therefore, actually there is a control by the company. As 
regards tbe question that was raised b\ some memliers as to whether the 
money is actually going to be spent or not in the cuse of a ouilding society 
or such other creditors who actually lend money on the construction of 
a House, there is this check that as and when the building is constructed, 
as portions of the building are raised, some percentage only will be 
advanced on tbe certificate of tbe value <d’ tbe actual construction. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y* >u ha\e not given notice of it. However, I shall 
allow it as a special case that the words “purchase or” be deleted. 

Thi Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I am sorry that Dr. 
Nalinaksha Sanyal lias found something to object to. Provision for 
the purchase of land was in yesterday’s draft as well. There were 
speeches from tdl side of the House yesterday and even from Dr. Sanyal 
but it was not pointed out yesterday that there was any difficulty with 
regard to- . . ■ 

. , c O 

Mr. SPEAK! R : 'Yours have also grown up by night. (Laughter.) 



1939.] GOVERNMENT BILL. 281 

the Hon’bl* Mr. H. S. SUHRAWAJtDY: After receiving <tome t 
criticisms fro^i some parts of the House, I had to bring in this amend* 
me/ty We always welcome these criticisms and our actio* ^hows 
reasonableness on our part, an<hthaPwe try to meet them as fan 
as possible. f There was no criticism offered or no observation from any 
part of the House to the effect that the loan advanced for the purchase 
of a house wohld operate harshly on anybody . As a matter af fact one 
may construct a house with the help of a building society or, t 
creditor. If there is a house which one can jmrclmse out right # an^f 
enter into possession outright, and one can get it on* good terms spread 
over a period of years* say, 10 or 20 years, then it is better than taking 
a loan from the building society or builder-creditor. It all depends 
upon the terms of the contract. I am sorry I cannot see my wav to 
accept the amendment of Dr. Sanval. 

» 

Mr. SPEAKER S Will there he au\ more amendment on clause 
2 ( 10 )? 


Jhe Hobble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY : No. You said yesterday 
that vou would like to have our views as to whether we should not 
adjourn for a c^ty or two pnd intensive!) consider the various amend- 
ments and then come better prepared to this House. We thick that 
ay adjournment for a d«\ or two will not help matters ver\ much in 
that direction, because uh we go on mattcis f t on up on flu* Hour of the 
House, day to day and criticisms which are helpful in'* tendered to 
Government from time to time and Government arc able to alter the Bill 
in the liglit of t^iose criticisms. I think we would do well if we were 
to proceed aovas suggested before, namely, that alter the Government 
amendment with regard to 2 ( 19 ) has been disposed of, the various conse- 
quential amendments regarding the* definition of banks, eo-operutive 
societies, scheduled banks and so on should be disposed of. That wilf 
not take much time. Then I suppose we should take up such other 
amendments on clause 2 aH may be moved %v one or ftie ether puriies of 
the House. TliuJ will take some time and thereafter we will deal with 
Chapters 2, d, 4, ’> and G. the amendments in regarff to which ar# Hot * 
ven’ controversial. But there are certain amendments that have been 
suggested from various parts of the House for the purpose of improving 
these chapters. While we are going on with these, we can at the same 
time get ready for the more controversial chapters, so that no time*of 
the House will be f asted. 


. Mr.' SPEAKER: ’ The time if not’ being wasted, onlf we £re not 
sitting full time. * 
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„ • Dr. NALINAKfHA tAHYAL: Are we to take that Government 
are not prepared to give ns a comprehensive idea that was promised a . 
few davo ago with regard to all the amendments that Government are 
♦proposing to move in connection with this Bill? 

/ j 

Mr. SPEAKER: They have given us an idea. You ‘stand by the 
amendments given notice of. If as a result of the discussion on the 
^oor of th'e House something is necessary, they will do it afterwards. 

Dr. MALINAlfSHA 8ANYAL: They are not proposing to move 
any other amendment on amendment 7 on clause 2(10). 


Mr. 8PEAKER: We will take up clause 2(10) and other amend- 
ments of private members. What I propose to do now is to dispose of 
all the Government amendments on clause 2(10), and then the- other 
amendments. 

( 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I think what was a^e d _ 

was that all the amendments on claused and not merely on clause 2 (10) 
should be finished, and then each party would know exactly where they 
stand. * 1 

Mr. SPEAKER : I will have to take thfc important” amendments of 
others 1 also. 

' Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We submit that at the conference 
that was held at your place you were pleased to agree that you would 
take up only such important matters where you thought dhat some 
amount of discussion were likely to take place. As ' a result, it was 
decided that clause 2(^10) about banks, commercial loans and definition 
of money-lenders would be first discussed and decided upon and there- 
after you would proceed to discuss other items of definition 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will have to take up amendments on clauses 
2(7^), 2(77), 2(72) and 2 (19). Government have no amendment on 
clailUes 2(77) and 2(19). 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We have got amendments cn 
clause 2 ( 10 ). 

* 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 aim finishing all amendments on clause 2(19 ) , 
and immediately after coming back to all the amendments of your side 
On clause 2(10) and other group of commercial banks. What is being 
done is this b we finish Government amendments first and then we come 
back to the other amendments. 
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fir. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: It will be difficult then. I do* net 
know why it % should be so. . * • ••« 

Mr. SPEAKER: If that were not scf, yo\i would have to take ups 
other amendments. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is what is want. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What l propose to do is to finish GovernipenF 
amendments first and then come back to the other rifenendmeuts. 

Dr. NALINAKSHlA 8ANYAL: We only want Government to* 
move their amendments first. That does not mean that we forego our 
right to move our own amendments regarding a particular sub-clause. 

Mi! 8PEAKER: All these are open. As \ou know we h^ve already 
decided to finish Government amendments first. 

— i)r. NALf NAKSHA 8ANYAL : We can finish Government amend- 
ments relating 1 1 » sub-clause 2^7^) and then take other amendments. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Not only that sub-clause but all clauses. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Would it not be better to 

exhaust all amendments with regard to one clause? 

• m 

Mr. 8PEAKER : I cannot understand it. I do not understand why 
Dr. Sanyal stands in the way of obtaining a comprehensive view of the 
Government altitude on clause Before we take up the other 

amendments, ^e will finish Government amendments first. If you wan| 
to know comprehensively the attitude ot Government, you must know 
\^hat their amendments* are. That does not*exhaust your right. I am 
not putting thimto a division. I am only delaying this. After finisMhg* 

2 {IP), so tar as (iovernment amendments are concerned, immediately we 
come hack to 2 (10) and take up these amendments. # 

• • 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Ain I to underlain! that you will ' 
take up comprehensively all the Government amendments first? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, relating to clauses 2(10) U) UU9). • 

Dr. NALINAJOihA SANYAL: We*h»ve no! unde^tood that you 
will decide like that. We will at least withdraw from that. Yqji cam % 
of ^ourse by virtue of Vour authority carry on the discussion in any way 
you lite* But we arf certainly no party to the privilege of Government* 
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. 4lr. SPEAKER: I ani sopry you have got a knack of misunderstand- 
ing ’things. t 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AMYAL; We propose that we take up com- 
mercial loans first. If Government are not prepared, let them give 
others a chance to move that amendment and see what the House thinks 
about it. t, 

</ • 

' Mr. SPEAKER: My difficulty is you sometimes assume yourself to 
be the Leader of ye ur group which you are not. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Have you had any other direction 
from my Leader? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 understood so far as clauses 2 (20) to 2(W) are 
•concerned; we will finish all Government amendments first; 
otherwise 

'V->— 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: May 1 remind you in this connection 
that it was I who had a discussion with you and not my Leader? There- 
fore, it is only fair for you to give me a chance. 


Rui HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : On a point of order, Sir. 
My submission is this. There was a Government amendment ill regard 
to 2(10) (/) and the Government is not going to move it. Therefore, 
the occasion arises tor any other party, to take up that amendment and 
move it. May we do that? 

i 

Mr. SPEAKER: Once 1 allow that, 1 have to opeir all the amend- 
ments. I cannot take them up piece-meal. I must finish 2 {10) first. 

Rfti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Our difficulty is that we 
have applied our < mind so far to the Government amendment in respect 
of 2(10) (/). If the Government now drop that amendment, why 
should we not given the opportunity to move the amendment when 
the occasion has arisen f 




Mr. SPEAKER • I am afraid you have misunderstood it. You must 
^member that there were any number of amendments by others and the 
principle that we have been following in respect of clause 2 is this, 
namely, that we first finish ^Government amendment-government may 
©not have amendments to move all the clauses. After finishing these we 
eh&lktake clause 2 as a whole and finish all the^amendmenta one after 
another. And it you, or the Congress Party, wan* to give preference to 
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anyone particular amendment, I am prepared to do that. *Ono*I Win 
*» yo*» suggest, why should I take clause JO) y [ ought to begin with 
clause 2(1). * 

• » 

Dr. N^LINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It was distinctly understqpd at that 
time that Government was going to move an amendment regarding coma 
mercial loans. If Government drop that, we have.to move it. * 

0 

Mr. SPEAKER: I shall give you a special opportunity to do that. 

The Hoit’ble Mr. H. $• 8UHRAWARDY : May I point out. Sir, that 
I never stated at that conference that I was going to move A, B or C\ 
Dr. Sanyal wanted to know what Government was going to move and if 
Dr. S^pyal throws his mind hack, he will remember that his idea was 
th^t after Government moved its own amendments all the various 
groups would* know' wdiere exactly we stood, and then move 
those , amendments that had not been accepted by Government or 
had not been moved b\ Government. First of all Government would 
move its own amendments and thereafter such amendments us remained 
outstanding^4ie\ would move or not move according to their choice, hut 
•they could not come .to a decision, and the.\ would not he able to come 
to a decision, so 4a r as the whole clause is concerned unless they knew 
exactly what amendments Government itself was going to bring and 
carry ’in this Hftuse. Secondly, as regards yojir interpretation, I think 
that the procedure which you propose to adopts is correct, namely,* 
Government should move all its Amendments in respect of clause 2 and 
thereafter i ^ should be left to the discretion of the parties to move any 
amendments thevavish. 

T* • 

Mr. 8URENDRA N/)TH BI8WA8: 1 was also present at that 
conference. As far as 1 remember, you put it in black and white tl|B 
ordtsy in which the amendments ought to be taken. I also took my 
notes. I find that Government should mow* amendments in regard to 
clauses 2(10), 2(11), 2(12) and 2(19). 

• • i • 

Mr. SPEAKER: Government have no amendments to clauses 2 (10), 
2(11) and 2(12) and have only amendments to clause 2(19). 

j 

» 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Have they got Ho ame>dmentt>, 
iu regards the other*? _ 

•I » 

I 

Mr. SPEAKER*: 'That is what I understand. 

Mf. SURENDRA HATH BISWAS: We applied mtr mi nd* to 
various clauses in the order iu vihicfi M e took ow notes 
mfr minds to clause and we a?e prepared 4 As you have 
16 
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given tbe opportunity to Government side to move thos£ amendments • 
.only to which they have bee* able to give their attention, we on this 
side also expect that we will be treated similarly. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What 1 am prepared to do is after. I finish 2(2.9). 

(i you tell me which are the specific amendments that you want to move 
'on ^his clause, I shall allow you to move them first. I am quite pre- 
pared to give you,, all facilities for that. 

r 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: As you have given Government 
side an opportunity to move only those amendments to which they have 
been able to apply their mind, we also want that much latitude. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y ou know the position of Government hq^e and 
the position of other members are quite different. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 do not accept that the position of 
Government in the Legislature is different from the position of any other 
member or party. 

t. 

The HOfl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : This is a Government 
Bill. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA fANYAL: It does not make any difference. 
•When once the House is in possession of a Pill, one member h&s got the 
same kind of privilege as any other member. The Hon’bV Mr. Suhra- 
wardy is exactly in the same position as myself. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: You are taking it in a different ligfet. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, the Government side is 
always changing its mind. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is the characteristic of all Governments. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U; Sometimes thev have no mind at 
all. 

The Mofitile Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: When Government wish 

to take note of criticisms f why should they not change their mind? 

t 1 * 

Mr. SPEAKER: In case,* this.is not agreed to, the only alternative 
for me would be to begin with clause 2(2). < 

«**»' . l llt ^ t 

Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL. That wold ’be better. 
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• t * 

Thi Hon’bl* Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Whatever jiofi decide, Sir, 
w* shall certainly carry out. # 

t . • 

Sir, I beg to move that in clauae 2 line 2, after the word 

“proceeding^** the following bejnserted, namely: — 

“instituted t»r hied cm or after the first day of January, 1939, Or* 
pending on that date/’ 

* Sir. the Hou.se will see that the Bill, as it htand^ now, states tSat a 
suit, to which this Act applies, means any suit or proceeding for the 
recovery of a loan, etc., etc. Now, Sir, the implication is 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWA8: Sir, is the Hon hie Minister 
moving a new amendment!" A new’ difficulty has then arisen. Wo 
thought that the amendment to clause 2 ( 7.V ) , which has been circulated 
before, would be moved. But now, we find that the amendment, a* 
proposed in The notice circulated to-da\ , has been moved. We should 

given snipe time to consider its effect. 

Mr. 8PEAKER; If after heuring the HonTde Minister you are not 
satisfied, Tam prepared to give you some time. 

• • 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir the first amendment 
wjiich'l had tabled would have this effect that only those suits which 
were instituted aftej; or HJied on the first day <4 January, 1939, would 
be within tjie scope of the Bili, — that i», those suits wKicli had been 
filed before that, date ai^d which might be decreed even after the passing 
of this A?*t, woyld not be affected by this Act. That would seem to 
be somewhat linfair. • # 

Now , the purpose <>J the subsequent aiiutfidnient is that it will affect 
nil suits which Were pending on the first day of January, 1939, or mwhp 
be. instituted of filed on that date, or instituted or filed after that date. 
Now, Sir, this undoubtedly extends the nrope of oparution of the Bill 
because without this amendment this Act would merely apply to suits 
which would be pending or which would come for hearing after tbaiAct^ 
comes intrt operation. (Rai Hark.vdha Nath Chauoiicri : But you 
restrict this!) No. After the Bill comes into operation, a su^J, to* 
ufbich this Act applies, mean* any suit or proceeding for the recovery of 
a loan. But which suit will he affected by* the Act? — that suit only wjll 
be affected which is ponding at the time when the Act ia paaaed, not 
pending before that*time, because the suits pendfrig before 1 he Act has 
been passed. 

*Rai »H ARENORA NATH CHA # UDHURI: That is not your amend* 
ment. 
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1 The Hon’Mt Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : My amendment is that all 
suits ^hich were pending on the first day of January, 1939, will ‘be 
affected by the provisions of tMis Aqt , and the reason for that is that we' 
have unfortunately been supplied with information, and Government 
have been watching with a certain degree ot dismay, that since the 
Bengal Money-lenders Bill has been discussed in this House/ suits are 
facing very*rapidly filed and decrees are being passed with the result that 
tliesQ loans are being called up, with the idea that before the Bill comes 
into operation a decree may be passed on the terms and conditions on 
which a loan was given. All the money-lenders are anxious that they 
should not be placed under the restrictive clauses ef section 28, namely, 
with regard to interest at 8 and 10 per cent, and that they should get a 
decree at higher rates. 

Now, Sir, we do not wish that owing to legislative delays 
•uch advantage should be taken by one party as against the other, 
and inasmuch as the first day of January, 1939, is th^ date which 
has been fixed by the Select Committee in various clauses such as clause 
34, we have accepted that date as the starting day, and havj stated ftrofr*— 
suits or proceedings which may be even pending on the first day of 
January, 1939, will come under the purview of this Bill. We hope, Sir, 
that inasmuch as this definitely is for the benefit of the poor debtor, this 
House will have no difficulty in accepting this. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: Then the Hon’ble Minister is not 

r 

moving his amendment No. 338? 

* a .) 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, I am not moving 
that. 

Rli HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the%ou’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to explain how the rush-suits if I may say so, will be 
presented by introducing the words “or pending on that date”? 
Suits which were pending on the 1st January, 1939, were certainly not 
suits that were instituted in view of the Money-lenders Bill, 

Mr. SPEAKER: This Bill was introduced on the 14th July, 1938, 
and then it weut to the Select Committee. The report of the Select 
Committee was ready in January, 1939. His contention is that creditors 
might have rushed in with a view to getting out of the clutches of the 

Bin. 

Rai HAREM DR AN ATM CHAUDHURI: But. hi* new amend- 
ment does not make that clear. If it applies to suits pending on the 1st 
January, 1939, those suits might have been pending for one or two or 
ev en half a dozen years, and those syits could uot c hnve been instituted 
in view of [lie present , Money-lenders Bill. The Money-lenders Bill was 
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introduced only in July, 1938, and certainly suits instituted long before 
July or August, 1938, could not be instituted in view of thi opining 
Moi&v-lenders Bill. 


• 

The tfori’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Suppose g suit was* 

instituted three yeais ago and, say, it was decreed on the 10th January 
1939, and this Bill came into operation on the lsf January, 1939, as it 
might have been. If our legislative procedure was giot so long drawn 
out, and was not so complicated, we may take it that by the 1st January, 
1939, this Bill would have been passed by the Legislature. A suit 
instituted even three years before Jhat, would be normally affected if 
it came up for bearing after the first day of January, 1939 (Rai 
Hahendr\ Nath Ch \rnur w : Tt will be affected in view' of your 
amendment.). No, it would be affected even without the amendment. 
Suppose the Act was passed on the first day of January, ^939, as I 
think it might have been passed, making allowances for normal 
procedure. 

Now if a suit comes on fig bearing on the 10th of .lanuary, 1939, 
it would be affected by the terms of the Act even though it might have 
beell inst iffited three or four years ago. because the Court, w T hen 
passing, a decree, will pas* it according to the law as it exists at the 
time, when it c?mes ori fo? hearing and not at the time when it has 
been filed. Consequent]) , as it would be affected on that date, it does 
not matter wfien it was filed, and. henee, staking the first day of 
January* 1939, os fife reasonable date, I have Added to Phut not only 
suits instituted on that date hut also those which were pending on 
that date* This would mean. Sir. that even if monev -lenders and 
creditors rush to* court and get a decree, it will not be of any avail 
to them. This^et will affect suits pending on the’first day of Junuary, 
1939. What is happening. Sir. is that dectees are being passed, and^ 
eiecution proceedings are taking place, holdings are being put up* to 
sale, be«iuse the clever money-lender wishes to avoid the terms of this 
Bill, and in order to save the debtors fronf that posifton 1 am moving 
this amendment. 

Mr. 9ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I think the House will sympathise 
with my honourable friend’s desire to prevent money-lenders, who are 
rushing their litigation in view of this Btll, from eavying »ut theif 
design avoid the effect of the Bill. ^ 

The House will /sympathise, with, ami support, • the Hon'ble^ 
Minister* provided he can make out liis case that this amend radttt ii 
intended to stop*onh. # such decrees b£ing executed or the dedretal 


amohntV being recovered by mon^r-Jenders in anticipation^ 
legislation. 
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Now, Sir,. my friend proceeds on the footing that on the 1st of 
Janut^ryr 1939, some suits were pending, and those suits. would have 
come within the mischief *of *fchis Bill, had this Bill been passed into 
law by that date. But may I remind piy honourable friend that there 
, was no possibility of this Bill becoming law on the 1st of January, 
1939, because this session commenced on the 15th of February? If my 
JftmourablS* friend desires to set up an artificial date on or after which 
no money-lender can escape the provisions of this law, it is a different 
matter altogether . c (The Hon’ble'Mr. H. S. Svhrawardy: That is 
so.) 

< • 

Therefore, my honourable friend wa> not right when he put 
forward the argument of “rush litigation”. It cannot possibly be 
said that the suits pending on that date, even it instituted three or 
four years ago, ought to come within the mischief of this" Bill, because 
on the 1st of January, 1939, this Bill ought to have become law. and 
the new year — or rather the year of tgrace or rather the great year of 
redemption — commenced from the 1st of January, 1939, and. th ei^- 
fore, every suit which remains pending on that date must come within 
the mischief of this Bill. I would ask my honourable friend it lie 
has taken any stock of the “rush litigation” that lias beeh institwted 
between Juh, 1938, and the 1st ot January, 1939. It he had taken 
any ipich statistics, then Government would have been 1 on Hirer giound 
in saying that because ot such rush litigation it is necessary to nullify 
the evil designs of such litigants by enacting an amendment of '.lie 
hind which < ; s now being proposed. w 

J submit. Sir, that in the absence of any such data upon which m> 
honourable friend can rely, and in the absence of any such ] ossibility 
that this Bill could Jiavc been passed into law on the^iat of Januan, 
1939, if suits which wen^ pending on the 1st of January, 1939, are 
H sought to he brought within the mischief of this Bill. I think it would 
entail unjustified hardship on people who had not the Slightest aikljng 
of a Bill of this .Jtind when v the\ instituted their *uits. 

Therefore, Sir, 1 think that the earlier amendment whit li my 
honourable friend had tabled might be adopted with greater sense of 
justice and fairness than the amendment which is now being proposed. 
(Rai Harendra Nath Chaihhcri: The earlier amendment t is 
No. 338.) If the Hon’ble Minister had merely confined his amend- 
ment to suits instituted on or after the 1st of January, 1939, then, I 
think, Sir that litigants who did not have any idea of any Bill of this 
nature would«have been aived and very justly s$v^d. We are not 
" here? Sir, to injure the interests of those money-lenders who do not 
wanf to avbid this Bill. At (he same time, th&se who really want to 
avoi ^ this B ill ought certainly to r be penalised ®!n the way suggested 
by my honourable friend. 
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Mf« SPEAKERS You say that "th* wprds “pending on that dhtc” 
ought not to be there? . * * •' 

Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BASO: Y*s. Sir 

I think the Hon’ble Mr. Sohrawardy will do well to consider the 
position o/ those litigants who had instituted their suits horto fide on 
the basis of the law, as it stood then, however hard and ifnconscion- 
able their bargains might have been. If they had instituted thelj 
suits without any idea of the coming legislation, then Government 
should not come at ^lis stage to penalise those litfgants. Otherwise, 
it might savour of injustice and absence of fair-play. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Mr. Speakei, Sir, 1 want to 
submit one point. This is a matter of great importance, discussion 
of wt^ch should be postponed, because notice of this amendment was 
received by us only u short while ago. There wus a unanimous decision 
in our party*as to how we should act in regard to each amendment. 
Now, the addition of the words “pending on that date” has put us 
into such difficulty that we cannot possihh take part in the discussion 
to-day unless we can make uj* our mind here and now. The difficulty 
is Ui is thtft •ft such short -notice amendments are sprung upon us, then 
different members of our pa»t\ will think differently and argue 
differently and 4he\ may U* at rros*- purposes We want time, so that 
we *may all sit together and decide upon a common line of tetion. 
For* that readbn. Sir, I would Miggest that further discussion of this 
amenrliftent he postponed* 

- V 

Mr. 8^EAKER : Let tis see how thing- shape. 

Mr. 8UREWDRA NATH BI8WA8: There* i- another point, Sir, 
to which I want to dryv your attention, ^le inclusion of these words, 
hamely, “pendirtg on that date”, clashes with clause -34. Proviso*L/> 

o£ clause 34 sHys: “ in the exercise of these powers the Court 

shall not do anything whic h affects any tlecree of 9 Court other than 
a decree passed on or after the 1st January, 1939 ” 

Now, ^ir, this will apph to suits pending on *the 1st Janflarv,* 
1939. These suits ma> be decreed after the 1st January, 1939, hut 
the suits may have been instituted three or four years ago. I* 

would request you . 

Mr/ SPEAKER; I think that it is 9 oi*ly legitimate aifcd fair that 
Government should realise thaF this is a tlifficylt matter. If Govern- 
ment confront tfie House with a short-notice amendment of tbi»*na±ur ! e* 
ju^t on the day wheif it is going tb be "discussed, then it #ill be "simply 
impossible for the ^House to^do^fyll justice to it. It is^a^J^jghly 
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& c<rat3roversial pointy and I dor feel that Government should give some 
least one day’s notice-— for the consideration of the amend- 
ment so that the Opposition^ may come prepared. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I submit that one day is not 

enough. 

a 

.* Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: I think, Mr. Speaker, Sir. 
that* Government should agree to the suggestion you made yesterday. 
Let Government agree to an adjournment for ti/o or three days; let 
them make up their minds, because, Sir, it is absurd that a Bill should 
be piloted by a Minister who at the present moment is officiating for 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bill, and this is especially so 
when Government do not know their own minds. How are we to 
consider the proposals that are being put forward in view of th-3 fact 
that, as hds been pointed out just now, this amendment conflicts with 
another provision in another Bill. These things cannot be done 
off-hnml. Of course, if we want to pass a Bill which will, give enttUglt 
room to litigants to attack the Act and benefit the members of the Bar, 
that is a different matter; otherwise, if Government want to pass a 
real Bill to help and regulate money-lending, then they ought to nfake 
up i heir minds and then come up before the House with concrete 
proposals. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. fyihrawardy, huve you any more amendment 
oa clause 2^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : No, Sir, except conse- 
quential definitions. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Except what!" 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Consequential defini 
as for example, of '“banks”, “'o-operative societies*’, etc. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Then from to-morrow. I suppose, you will be able 
to proceed with the Bill. 

t 

Tl» Hon’bl. Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir. 

(1 

M.ulvi ABU HOWAIN*BARKAR : Sir. may I 

a 

'Mr. SAS^NKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Sir, on*a cursory reading of 
the proposed new amendment, even a humble lawyer like myself hat 
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fouacl out even there be the b£s< of intention, /he worst of litijra- ,» 
would crqp up if this amendment k passed without due considera- 
tioar, I think, it is no use rambling on this matter now. The House 
may now be adjourned. • * 

• • 

„ Mr. SPRAYER: But there is nothing which stands in the way of * 
Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar speaking 

Maulvi ABU M088AIN 8ARKAR: No, Sir. Jf the House* is 
adjourned, we have m objection. It will be very difficult for us to 
discuss the matter without going through the amendments. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 do not see any reason why you cannot discuss the 
other part. Instead of wasting our time to-day, \ou can discuss, for 
example, the amendment of Dr. Sanya) on commercial transactions. 

• 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: W e do not find any necessity for adjourning 
the House, a£T do not think, the clause is going to be further amended. 

o 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dis< •ussion on commercial transactions may now go< 
on. I* understand, Dr. Sanya) and others were anxious to move the 
amendment about commercial transactions to-day. They can move it 
to-day jf they like. • 

. * ' • 

Dr. AALINAK8HA 8ANYAJ.: My amendment was revised and tin* 
revised draff was handed over to you as an amendment to the Double 
Mr. Suhnvva rdv’s amendment. My amendment is a comprehensive 
amendment and It reads as follows 


Mr. JATINDRA NATH BA8U : Sir, T dfl not know what particular 

^amendment is %ow f being discussed. # * 

. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Suhrawatdv gave notice of un amendment — 
No. 7 in the newjist. Now Mr. Suhrawardy does not move it. l^iat 
has been substituted by an amendment of Dr. Sanya! of which a 
circular was issued about four davs back. 


Dr. NALINAK8A 8ANYAL: Sir, I fleg leave trf move* that th# 

following- be added after clause 2 (10) (e), igtmely : — 

• • • • 

“(f) A loan pother than a ldhn to be used bjj the borrower for the 
* purposes of agriculture) advanced to be used for the pufpoees * 
of any business or concern relating to trade, * commerce, 
industry, planting, ipinkia. insurance, t ran snort ban kino- or 
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entertainment or to the occupation of wharfinger, warehouse- 
man or contractor dr any other venture oL a mercantile 
nature, whether as proprietor,’ principal or agent or 
guarantor/' ' 

This is to be added as sub-clause (/) to clause 2 (10) of the Bill. 

( My amendment is exactly the same as the amendment of the 
Hon ble Mr. Suhrawardy with the only change that in his new T amend- 
ment No. 7, he proposed to convert the words “for the purposes of 
agriculture” to “loans advanced to agriculturists”; T have taken that 
out and substituted what was originally proposed in the Select Com- 
mittee and also following his suggestion, I have retained the additional 
words “planting” and “transport”. These two words have been added 
to the original draft. 

I further move that the following tw-o explanations be added 5 to this 
sub-clause, namely; — 

“(i) A bond bearing interest executed in respect of goods taken 
on credit for the purpose of sale is not a loan. ° 

(ii) A supply of goods on credit with stipulation of interest payable 
in default of payment of the price in due time is’ hot a loan”. 

Sir, I have formally moved my amendment and if you permit me, 
I would reserve my right to speak to-morrow, as T find that the House 
is not at present in a mood to listen to me. 

Mr. J0C£8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Sii, l have been requested by 
different groups to pray for the adjournment of the House yow. They 
want to discuss the amendment moved by our party In-morrow. 

* 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY • A little while ago when 
we wanted to discuss clause 2 (10), Dr. Sanyal was very insistent that 
his amendment to clause 2 (10) (f) should he placed before the House 
to-day. Now tint he has .Moved his amendment, he does not wish to 
talk about it but would like others to talk about it. The House do not 
like to discuss his amendment without the very valuable comments of 
Hr. Sanyal on his own amendment. 

Mr. C. MILLAR: I think it is quite possible that the very serious 
consequences which would result to the trade and commerce of the 
province, if an amendment of this nature is not accepted, ark perhaps 
not yet fffily appreciated aifd that it might be real benefit to the 
v House if a little further time is given for consideration before we come 
tJf a t decision on the question.. 


MrrJAT!NDRA NATH BA8U: I „gree with Mr. Millar. 
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Mr. 8ANTU8H KUMAR BA8U: I think Mr. Shaheed Suhrawardj *• 
will* also noxv ftgree. * * 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAV/ARDY: 1 do not know exactly * 
what the suggestion is. If the’Congress Party wish to listen to the 
siren voiee^of Hie European Group 1 will not make any comments. 

* * 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The Cron^m* PmU woul.l no^ 
deviate from the right path if the Europeans oh<w»se^*ven once to cftme 
along the right wax . • 


Mr. 8PEAKER: What 1 propose to <lo is to finish the discussion 
on Mr. Suhrawardy's amendment first, excepting clause 2 ( 19 )* 
to-morrow. After that I will take up immediately the “commercial 
transac tion” amendments, the notice of which hus been jriven just 
now*. Immediately after that 1 will begin from 2 ( 1 ) and dispose of 
all the amendments one after unothei until 1 finish clause 2 . I will 
requeal Mr. •Suhrawanly to note that attei 2 { 10 ) I w ill take at* 
originalh arranged the chapter (Chnptei VI * on tin* interests. 

« * * 

The 'hon’ble Mr. H. 6. 8UHRAWARDY : That will »pin mean 
possibly » . 

. Dr. NAL4NAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Speaker to guidT the 
discussion of the Hguse cy* the Hoy’ble the •Labour Minister? 

• • • 

The Hfn’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Surely the Speaker will 
give some consideration to the views of the party which is piloting? 
the Bill — whether it is yourself ^>r myself it doys not matte! . * 

. » • 

v Mr. 8PEAJCER: My difficultx is that it was agreed to. Clau§R ‘>i* 

will certainly take two days. You will therefore get two days’ Time. 
To-day is Wednesday, and vow will get Thursday and Friday and not 

only that you get Saturday and Sunday also— altogether four days. 

• • 

. • * 

The Hon’bl. Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY : That will W ali-ri^hf! 

• • 

. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As I anticipate clauae 2 will take two days. Then 
the Fipanoe Bill is coming on Monday. If there %e no f objection 
perhaps with the agreement of the Hovyie Axe cyi take up ^he Finance 
Bill on Fridays Is there any Bbjection? * 

(Cries of “nJf\) • # , 

* * are only keeping to-morrow for the Money-lenders Bill. The 

m Finance Bill will be taken \A> on *F rid ay, so* that all the -pejtiee will 

• * 
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» f get . time to consider their fespective position carefully and come 
prepared on* Monday next. Is there any objection ift take up* the 
Financd Bill on Friday? * 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That will .meet oy 
wishes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Hose. what is your opinion Y 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: All that 1 1 would like to say is 
that it is hardly in accordance with any parliamentary tradition to 
take a Bill, to proceed with a few sections, then drop it and start 
another. This Bill has been on the anvil for nearly two years and 
surely Government ought to have made up their minds by now. We 
see that amendments are coming in driblets. Tt shows that Govern- 
ment have not been able to make up their minds. That is not desirable. 
However, I will leave the matter to you. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I propose to adjourn the House to-day. -The first 
thing I will take up to-morrow is Mr. Suhrawardy’s amendment; 
immediately after that the amendment of w'hich notice has been given 
by Do. Sanyal. On Friday we will take up the Finance Bill pud if 
there be any time left after its disposal, w'e will carry on the discussion 
on clause 2. I am sur« we will not be able to finish clause 2 in any 
case to-morroV. 1 propose definitely 'to take up fro/n Momla\ # 
clause 2 (71 and after that Chapter VI. 


Mr. Khw&Ja 8HAHABUDDIN: After finishing clause 2 instead of 
taking lip Chapter VI why can we not proceed with the clauses as they 
wccur? 


.1 u ' 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry I cannot do that, because the arrange- 
ment that I propose has been agreed to by all parties. - 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: It was agreed ou the ground that it 
would expedite the business if we disposed of the controversial clauses 
first. But' it apf**rs that the progress as far as the controversial 
clauses are concerned is so restricted and slow that I think there will 
be more speedy progrt% if instead of taking up , the controversial 
pauses, we proceed with the clauses as they stand. This will give ail 
the *pa*ties more time to consider these controversial clauses and their 
amendments and when we reach them, both the parties will be in a 
position ter explain tbeir'points of view irfore clearly. 
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«h> Hon>W« Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWaRDYCI thiuk what*’ 
[r. imahabudmn suggests will probably suit the House, Wause even 
twelve these. four days, we shall be bringing in amendment’s afcain 
n Monday next. 

^ Mr. SBEAKER'. A\hat 1 am anxious to say is that within these 
[Om days time that you are getting, you mus^maVe your attitude e\ear # 
on all amendments on clause 2 proposed not only )>y you hut hy others 
parties also. Secondly, if you have got further % amendments % on 
Chapter VI, then you will have to give notice only one day uhead, i.c., 
if you want to move ijn amendment on Monday you will have to give 
notice of it on Sunday, and if you want to move on Tuesday, you will 
have to give notice on Monday. 

Th^Hon’bk Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : In that case we do not 
get 4 days. * 

Mr. «J0C£8H CHANDRA GUPTA: We have not as yet got the 

oo^ae<Jtfential definitions. It is ini])ortant. We ought to liave the 
definitions and to consider whether the definitions are sufficient. 

• * 

Mr: Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: On account ot the.se difficulties I 
do not see how ft would inconvenience the disposal of husiness if we 
•go on and dispose of the controversial clauses later. How dd#s it 
inooriveniegce fhe House? 

r ' • * » ■ 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not for me to interfere, hut if 
Mr. Shaha^uddin can make his friend of the Dacca district (Mi. Jogesb 

Chandra (tuptu) Agree. I will have no objection. 

» • 

♦ 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8. SUHRAWARDV: That will give u, more 

time to cousidei (’ontroversial matters. » 

^ . • 

Mr. Kbwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: 1 appeal to Mi.^Jogesh (haiidra 
Gupta in the name of Dacca distiict and T hope he will show reasonahle- 
ness mnl acyept my suggestion. 

# Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR, BA8U: How long will Dacca rule this 
side or that? We refuse to he ruled by Dacca. 

* 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABU0DIN: I do not *want do put the opposition 
in a difficuIT pSSttioh. 


* Mr.* 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: We have made up otir minds long 
yo. We don't feel any difficulty.* 0 ^ 
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Mr. KHwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: All tbe responsibility is on this 

side and irresponsibility on the other side. 

* ' 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: That responsibility becomes an 
irresponsibility. 

, Mr. KJiwaJa 8HAHA3UDDIN: Although it was thought in the 
'beginning that it might facilitate the disposal of the business it we 
toolc up the controversial clauses at an early stage, I now find from 
experience that it would be better and the disposal would lx* speedier if 
we went on with the clauses as they stand. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Mr. Shahabuddiu, my experience of human 
tendency and inclination is that unless people come to the ver\ last, 
point, they do not realise their responsibility. You will find exactly 
the same "difficulty ; even if you are allowed three or four or, say, pix 
days in the midst of a session you cannot come to a decision, till you 
come to the end of Chapter VI. Any way that is a matter in wlwoh I 
am not to interfere. All that I feel is that if the opposition and the 
Government Whip and the other members can come to an adjustment 
between themselves as to the method, I am quite prepared ^tp accept- 
that. Subject to that I must follow the following method : — 

'Jo-morrow (Thursday) we will take up clause 2. The first thing 
on Friday will he the Finance Bill. If any time is left after that we 
will dispose of the amendments of Mr. Suhrawardv and t)r. SanVal, 
and then tal^e up clause 2. 1 am perfectly bertuih that in view of the 

other amendments of the consequential nature we will go bn with them 
probably up to Monday or Tuesday. So, you will get 5 or days' time 
within which you can come to an agreement aud get ready with 
Chapter VI. 

* Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: May we get an idea as to how 
long Government will take to finish the Bill P 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would like to know that from both sides ot the 
House. (I>aught?r.) 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Thursday, the 25th 
May, 19*$, at>the Assembly House. Calcutta. 
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